
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 284 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 27 November 2007 

 

President George Costigan opened the meeting at 9.40 am and welcomed ladies and one guest – Kath Wilson 

(widow of Bob Wilson who is the subject of Marie Riley’s historical presentation later in the meeting).  

At George’s request, the meeting stood in silence for one minute to honour long-standing members Ron Coleman 

and Jack Metcalf who passed away on 5 November 2007 and 7 November 2007 respectively. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins reminded Members that the Minutes of the previous 

meeting had been made available, and that some parts of the Minutes are now routinely included in the News Sheet. 

The meeting agreed that the Minutes should be taken as read and accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters); and operators of possible tours. A letter of thanks for the Club’s expression of sympathy had been 

received from Mary Coleman. Richard had also sent a card to Morrie Dunstan on the death of his wife, expressing 

the hope that he would be able to participate in the Club’s activities in the future. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised the meeting that the details of the Club’s finances over the past 

month were as shown in the News Sheet: 

  

Income nil 

Expenditure $135.10 

Interest $0.00 

Balance at 30 Sept 2007 $1925.99 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President George said that he had enjoyed his trip but was glad to be home. George had nothing 

additional to report over that in the News Sheet. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly informed members that 1 visitor, 17 ladies and 29 Members 

(60% of the current membership) were in attendance. There were 3 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: In Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts’ absence, there was no report. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reported that the balance in the Social Account was 

$1103. David needs money today for the Christmas lunch on 11 December ($30 per person). He also reminded 

members of the recovery lunch at Saratoga on 8 January 2008 and a combined bus trip on 8 February 2008. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Secretary Richard advised the meeting that George Burt’s wife was unwell. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins reported that 29 people had attended the Christmas 

bushwalking lunch beside the lake at Avoca Beach on 20 November. He also again thanked Janet Smith for her 

wonderful Christmas cake, the remains of which would be available at morning tea today. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan advised that the Club Championship had been cancelled. He hoped for more 

active golfing in 2008. 

 

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar intends to feature performances at Woy Woy theatre and the 
Laycock Street theatre during the next year. He is still trying to get tickets to “Billy Elliott”. 

David also reported that the Club’s web site is now operating and asked members to give him material for it. 

 

History of the Club: Historian Fred Leake introduced Marie Riley who spoke on the life of Foundation Member Bob 

Wilson. Marie said that her interest in Bob arose during research for her latest book on the orphanage at South 

Kincumber. She had asked Fred Leake if he knew of anyone who had lived at the orphanage. Fred’s encyclopaedic 



memory and terrier-like tenacity had eventually led her to Bob Wilson and to his widow Kath. She still lives in 

Avoca and Marie met and interviewed her. Bob Wilson joined our Club as a Foundation Member in March 1984 and 

remained a member until his death in 1999. Bob was a quiet unassuming man who, on his Membership application, 

stated his occupation as gardener and his hobbies as gardening and fishing. Bob was born in 1912. In notes written 

by Bob that Kath had kept, he recalled being put in a boat and brought to the Kincumber orphanage at the age of 4. 

He went to school and church there every day. He had the job of feeding the chooks morning and night. He started 

work at the orphanage at the age of 14 for 5 shillings a week with the responsibility of cutting wood for the kitchen 

and meeting the ferry. He spent his first pay on Iced Vo-vos for the boys. Bob recalled the building of the nun’s 

chapel and said that the boys had carried the bricks from the ferry to the site. At 16 Bob left the orphanage and 

obtained a job with Walter Pickett for 2/6 per week plus keep. He did share farming with Walter’s son at the location 

of the present Avoca Beach Bowling Club. Later he ran a cake shop. He married Kath in 1942 acquiring the only 

family that he ever knew. He never found out who his parents were. He subsequently worked for the railways and 

then for Gosford Council. Bob was a good man and a quiet achiever. Marie concluded her talk by saying that 

Kincumber Probus Club should be very proud of Foundation Member Bob Wilson. 

President George thanked Marie and said that this had been one of the most interesting and moving talks that he had 

ever heard at the Club. 

 

After morning tea, President George reminded members and ladies that our scheduled speaker had not been able to 

come today, so an alternative program had been arranged. George first introduced Fred Leake. 

Fred called his presentation “A brief tribute to Alf Jones, Jack Metcalf and Ron Coleman”.  

Alf Jones was born on 17 September 1919, married on 30 November 1946 and joined our Club on 24 July 1984. He 

was a fibrous plasterer. He was in Darwin when it was bombed and had served in New Guinea. A quiet unassuming 

man, Alf was an early Publicity Officer of the Club and had worked on the morning tea table. He had lived at 

Brentwood Village for over 20 years. 

Jack Metcalf was born on 16 May 1919, married Jean in February 1943 and joined our Club on 23 October 1984. He 

had been a Liaison Officer in the Department of Navy. He had lived at Cessnock where he met Jean. They moved to 

Avoca on his retirement. In his Profile talk on 22 July 1985, Jack mentioned that he had been a rugby player. He 

served as Secretary of the Club from 1988 to 1992 and Treasurer from 1993 to 1996. He was made a Life Member 

of the Club on 23 April 1996. 

Ron Coleman was born in 1928, married Mary on 25 August 1956, and joined our Club on 19 January 1988. In his 

Profile talk on 28 May 1992, Ron said that he had worked at 28 jobs including plumber, dry cleaning, biscuit factory 

and bee keeping. From 1963 to 1984 he had worked in the printing department at Esso. Fred described Ron as a jack 

of all trades and a master of them all. In our Club, Ron had been Bowls Convenor, Assistant Social Convenor, Social 

Convenor from 1994 to 1998, Vice-President (twice), and Historian from 2004 to 2007. Ron had been most pleased 

and proud that he had recently been made an Honorary Member of the Club. 

Alf, Jack and Ron had all been long-time residents of Brentwood Village. Fred said that the involvement of all three 

in our Club well demonstrated the companionship and friendship that we enjoy in Probus. 

 

Norm Baker thanked Fred for his tribute, and was then persuaded to tell a couple of his famous jokes. 

 

President George then told Members and guests a little about his recent trip to Europe, including some fascinating 

observations about life in Ireland. 

 

Richard Collins then demonstrated one of the experiments that he used in his teaching of physics. 

 

The lucky door prizes were won by Joyce Baldwyn and David Dennison. 

 

President George thanked members and ladies for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.30 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: George Costigan, President ……………….. 


