
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 391 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 24 January  2017 

The meeting was opened by President Arthur Adeney at 9.30am.  Arthur welcomed members and visitors 

Sandra and Graham Field, Cheryl Dennison, Ed Board, Ann and Iain McLeod. He welcomed Ruth Mills 

back into membership having been reinstated by the Committee, but was sorry to acknowledge Liz Gilbert’s 

resignation but naturally wishing her well as she marries and moves to Lawson. 

 

Australia Day:   Denise Lawrence led the singing of the National Anthem. 

 

In memoriam: Barry Riley remembered John Mulford as a member who was respected by all.  A record of 

his contribution to life and Probus is included in our Minutes book.  Kincumber lost a highly respected and 

well like member when John passed away on December 21, just one week after receiving Life Membership.  

We stood for a minute’s silence in his memory. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of the November 2016 General Meeting were presented.  The 

Minutes had been confirmed by the Committee.  The meeting accepted the Minutes as a correct record.   

   

Correspondence:  Mail from PSPL with a new Merchandising Catalogue, Newsletter from Bateau Bay 

Probus. 

 

Business arising from the Minutes: Nil 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Gerry Turner presented the financial report for September.  This was accepted 

by the members. 
Treasurer’s Report 

November 2016 

               

                                                                                Year to date 

 Opening Balance 1.11.2016            $2467.56 

 Receipts                                                  68.03             

                                                             2535.72                       3734.64 

 

 

Expenses                                                 23.80                       3488.13 

 

Closing Balance 30.11.2016           2511.92 

 

 

Membership Report: Convenor Ineke Esveld reported that we had 59 members and 3 Life Members present.  

Apologies were received from Richard Collins, Liz Gilbert(resigned), Ann Mulford, Keith Tysoe, Rob and 

Moya Capon. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Convenor Hermione Dunbar:  Today we will hear from our own member David 

Dennison who will talk about the Maori Culture.  In February an author of children’s books will give and 

interesting and entertaining talk. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Convenor Gloria Reid :Christmas Lunch and the Recovery Picnic both went very 

well.  On Wednesday 15 February we are visiting the Gosford Classic Car Museum at 10.00am.  Details are 

in the Newsletter.  Tuesday 14 March is the date for a Ferry Trip from Patonga to Bobbin Head, meeting at 

11.00am.  The cost is $25 concession and you can have lunch during the 1 hour stay at Bobbin Head where 

there are a couple of cafes. 

   

Welfare Report:  Co Convenors Carla Hurley and Bob Cochrane.  Bob thanked Carla for covering for him 

while he was away. Bob joined with other members attending John Mulford’s funeral.  

 



 Theatre/Trip Report:  Joan Vella informed us of 1 position available on the trip to Wangaratta on 23 April at 

a cost of $998 or $1048 for 6 days.    

Golf Report:  John Rudd spoke of the loss of Liz Gilbert from the golfing program.  Any member who is 

able to fill her role will be welcome.  There will be a get together for golfers on 19 February. 

Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker:  There are plenty of books to choose from today. 

President’s Report: President Arthur reminded members that we should always care for each other and not 

leave anyone out. 

•  Thank you to Barbara Orme who has resigned as Honorary Auditor.  Alan Hurley, who is a 

registered auditor will take over the role of Honorary Auditor.  Thank you Alan.  (He is Carla’s 

husband.) 

• The meeting is reminded that with Liz’s resignation Phyl Hill has agreed to move into the role of 

President one year earlier – thank you Phyl.  We now need both a Vice President and a Junior Vice 

President as well as a Social Convenor. Volunteers or nominations are welcome. 

• Due to the trip away our April Meeting will be held on the previous week 18 April.  The Bushwalk 

needs to be changed but 25 April is Anzac Day so we will decide on that date in time. 

Profile talk:  Jenny Baker told about her attendance at a Ballet Recital at the Opera House which involved 

Jan Costigan’s 14 year old grand-daughter who is very talented.  Belle attends the Australian Ballet School 

in Melbourne which means she has to live there during  study time.  From the age of 4 she showed a love for 

ballet and a high level of talent which resulted in her attendance at the esteemed Ballet School.  As a young 

dancer Jan and George helped by taking her to various ballet activities and watched as she showed such 

great promise. She won a place in the Ballet School at the age of 14 and this meant she had to move to 

Melbourne and live with another family.  Her days at the school involve routine academic studies in the 

morning and classes connected with ballet and that life style in the afternoon.  It was a proud day for all as 

they watched Belle perform at the Opera House.  Jan’s beautiful photos confirmed that she is a young lady 

with a future. 

 

We broke for Morning Tea. 

Speaker: Our own member David Dennison presented detailed information about the Maori culture and 

history with many illustrations.  He told of the background and origins of the Maoris – of their migration 

from Melanesia.  Some aspects of their culture are particularly impressive.  Their language consisting of 14 

letters achieves an excellent level of communication.  The manufacture of their canoes is amazing.  Some 

are very large, including double canoes, which can transport 90 to 100 men. Navigation by the sun, moon 

and stars is traditionally learned by mouth and contributed to the journey which led to the settling in New 

Zealand.  We saw many photos of Maori life and traditions, and admired the woven bags made from flax.  

David spoke of the family settlements, their farming skill and experiencing pit cooking.  Tradition is learned 

by word of mouth and includes remembering the settling of their country.  David’s time in a Maori school 

showed him the people’s pride in their country and the sense of humour which is also a feature of their 

communities.  This glimpse into the culture of Maoris was colourful and informative. 

 

Vote of thanks:  Marie Riley thanked David and presented a bottle of wine. 

 

Draw lucky door prize:  The Lucky door prize was drawn by David. 

 

Arthur was pleased to announce that Chris Dillon had accepted the role of Speaker Convenor, Carla Hurley 

is willing to become the Vice President and Dave Casey is willing to become Junior Vice President.  

Elizabeth Butler has already confirmed for Editor of the Newsletter.  These positions are pending the 

confirmation of members at the AGM. 

Arthur closed the meeting at 11.30am thanking all who helped with the morning’s activities.  He reminded 

members that lunch would be held at Kincumber Pub.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Arthur Adeney, President ………………………………… 


