
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 398 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 29 August 2017 

 

The meeting was opened by President Phyl Hill at 9.30am.  Phyl welcomed members and visitors, students 

and staff from the teams competing in the final of the Debating competition for the Lerryn Mutton Shield.  A 

special welcome was extended to the adjudicator Sue Macneil.  

 

Phyl introduced Peter Park, our Debating Convenor who introduced the teams and staff and announced the 

topic –‘ That artificial intelligence threatens the existence of human civilisation.’  The competing teams 

came from Central Coast Grammar School and Erina High School.  Their well-prepared arguments and 

skilled presentation manner contributed to an interesting debate.  Adjudicator Sue Macneil gave her usual 

informative assessment of the performances of the various students, especially mentioning the delightful 

qualities of gestures and articulation which were a feature.  She awarded the prize this year to Central Coast 

Grammar.  President Phyl Hill presented the Lerryn Mutton Shield to the winners and Probus pens to all 

participants.  Phyl thanked Peter Park for his work in arranging the Debates, and Sue Schmid for acting as 

time keeper. 

 

Certificate of Appreciation:  was presented to Sue in recognition of her many years of supporting this 

activity as adjudicator- so willingly and so well.   

 

We broke for morning tea. 

 

President Phyl reconvened the meeting and welcomed visitors Kay Burdett, Chris and Ted Castle, David and 

Val Lawrence.   

 

In memoriam:  Richard Collins and Fred Leake spoke warmly of the life of Life Member Nev Owen who 

died recently.  They spoke of the many facets of Nev’s life as he engaged in many sporting activities, had a 

close family life  and was so active within our club,  He had been both President and Treasurer and was on 

the Committee for 8 years.  We had celebrated his 90th birthday last May.  Nev always paid special attention 

to new members and is remembered as a true gentleman.  We stood for one minute’s silence in his memory. 

 

Induction:  Peter Mear was inducted as a member, and welcomed as he received his badge and a copy of the 

constitution.  Phyl invited him to join in the various activities of our club and so get to know other members 

in this way.  

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of the last General Meeting were presented.  The Minutes had been 

confirmed by the Committee and were accepted by the members.     

  

Business arising from the Minutes:  

 Correspondence:  We have received our Certificate of Insurance. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Gerry Turner presented her report, printed in the Newsletter and accepted by 

the members. 

 

Treasurer’s Report July 2017 

 

Business Access A/C        $1693.36 

 

Business Cheque A/C  b/forward         1596.31 

Receipts              316.00 

                                                                                          1912.31 

Expenses                94.05 

Balance c/f          $1818.26  

 



Membership Report:  Carla Hurley reported attendance of 2 Life Members and 48 ordinary ,members. 

Apologies were received from Jill Willis, Pat Fordham, Alan and Isabelle Drew, Irene Dunlop, Tony Kelly, 

Margaret Hobbs, Lyn Martin, Helen Goudge, John and Barbara Orme, Chris Dillon and Bill Jackson. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report:  In Chris’s absence Ann announced that at our September meeting we will have 

a speaker from the Dept of Fair Trading who will talk about SCAMS. 

 

Social Supervisor’s Report: Convenor Joan Vella thanked Di Rudd for organising the visit to the Archibald 

Exhibition.  Our September outing will be to Palm Beach RSL for lunch via the Ettalong Ferry, which leaves 

at 11a.m. On 10 October a coach trip to wildwood Gardens in Bilpin is planned.  Details are in the 

Newsletter.  A trip for 2018 is planned to Lake Jindabyne either on the 7-12 October 2018 or 22-27 April 

2018.  Please let Joan know of your interest in this trip. 

 

Editor’s Report:  President Phyl thanked Elizabeth for her stunning Newsletter. 

    

Welfare Report:  Convenor Narelle Mayes has sent a card to Nev Owen’s family, and one to Alan and 

Isabelle Drew since Isabelle is in hospital.    

Theatre Report:  Di Rudd needs 10 people to form a theatre group, so let her know if you are interested in 

any shows.  

Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker – there are more books than ever and some for the ladies today.  

Bushwalking:  Bob Cochrane has arranged the Little Beach Bush Walk for the 19th September with details 

in the Newsletter. Our walk in October is to be led by David and Elizabeth Butler at Hardys Bay.  

President’s Report:  Phyl reflected on the young people’s debate and thanked Peter for organising it.  We 

had an excellent guide at the Archibald which made it thoroughly enjoyable.  Thanks Di for organising that. 

Our Christmas in July lunch was also thoroughly enjoyed by all.  

 

General Business:  Thelma Leonard proudly spoke about Patrick’s success in publishing his novel – The 

Echo of Shadows.  Congratulations on this great achievement.  It is available through Amazon so look for it.  

We are proud of you Patrick. 

 

Draw lucky door prize:  Narelle drew the Lucky Door Prize which was won by Lorraine Southgate. 

 

President Phyl closed the meeting at 11.30am thanking all who helped with the morning’s activities  She 

reminded members that lunch would be held at Kincumber Pub.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Phyl Hill, President ………………………………… 


