
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 350 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 28 May 2013 

 

President Thelma Leonard opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming Members and guests: Bill Clark, Tony and Yvonne Kelly, 

Jocelyn Mulcahy, Patricia Kull and Jahne Peart. She also particularly welcomed back Ken and Velda Robson and Ann Madin. 

Thelma also requested that mobile phones be turned off. 

Fred Leake spoke about David Lester who died on 27 April 2013. David was a Foundation member of the Club, having joined in 

1984 at age 54. He had served on the Club’s Committee and in management positions for almost 20 years – longer than any other 

member of the Club. He was Vice President in 1989, President in 1990, on the Social Committee from 1985 to 1988, and Social 

Convenor from 1994 to 1996, Publicity Officer in 1985, and Historian from 1991 to 2003. In the early 1990s, he was made a Life 

Member in for his outstanding service to the Club. David had been a very enthusiastic member of the Club, and was always 

supported by his wife Shirley. He has had bad health for many years and we have not seen him at meetings for nearly 10 years. 

David and Shirley celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in March 2013. Shortly afterwards he went into Veronica Nursing 

Home. His funeral was in this church. The meeting stood for one minute’s silence to honour David. 

Thelma then inducted Leone Bird and welcomed her to the Club. 

Leone Bird volunteered to assist Hermione Dunbar and  with morning tea. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were accepted as a 

correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: None 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $312.58 

 Year to date March  

Income $1630.00 $460.00  

Expenses $1429.10 $1305.15  

  Balance $513.48 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $1006.14 

 Year to date April  

Deposits $500.00 $500.00  

Interest 5.82 $3.05  

Withdrawals nil nil  

        Balance $1511.96 

Combined net balance at 30 April 2013       $2025.44 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. Barry also reminded Members that annual fees are now due. 

President’s Report: President Thelma referred to her report in the News Sheet. She also said that the Committee would welcome 

suggestions from Members for any matters that need attention. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that there were 52 Members present out of a total membership of 

72 (including today’s inductee), and 6 visitors. There were 5 apologies: from John and Annette Pagett, Colin and Rhonda Laybutt, 

and Ern Williams. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley referred to her report in the News Sheet. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that the visit to the Gosford Regional Gallery had been very 

successful. There were exhibitions of sculpture and pottery, and they also walked in the Japanese gardens. In June we will visit 

St. James Church in Sydney. The July Social event will be a sing-along at Thelma and Patrick’s place. In August we will have 

lunch at the Empire Bay Tavern. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Elizabeth Butler said that May had been recovery month, and it was good to see Marie 

Riley and Ann Madin here. She also reported that Wendy Coney was recovering well from her operation. 

Bushwalking Report: John Sutton said that last Tuesday 19 of us (including 2 dogs) had enjoyed an excellent walk along the 

Brisbane Water shoreline at West Gosford. The weather had been perfect. Richard Collins said that next month we will have 

another try at the walk along Bullimah Spur.  

Golf Report: Golf Organiser John Rudd thanked Editor Wally for the jokes in the golf Report. 

Theatre: Theatre Convenor Barbara Orme referred to the News Sheet. She also suggested that we go to Noel and Gertie at the 

Laycock Street Theatre. 



General Business: Thelma congratulated Marie Riley for receiving one of the four inaugural Heritage Awards from Gosford City 

Council. These Awards acknowledge those who actively conserve, educate about, and promote our heritage. Marie’s award is for 

excellence in historical research and publication, and acknowledges her contributions to our heritage through the publication of 

her book Kincumber South Remembered. 

Thelma also reported on a very interesting visit that several had made to Pat Fordham’s place where she demonstrated the 

software that she uses to make greeting cards. 

Joyce Kenny warned us about the dangers involved in using heated bean bags. 

Arthur Adeney said that he will shortly make a 3 week visit to South Africa. 

Barbara Orme suggested that we bring second hand books to the meeting to exchange. 

Thelma discussed the trip to Lord Howe Island from 8 to 15 March 2014. 

Richard Collins spoke about the Central Coast Concert Band concert at Laycock Street Theatre on Sunday 16 June. He also asked 

members to suggest topics for the debate in August. 

Sue Schmid talked about the Probus insurance scheme.  For newer members, it is not necessary to have a Probus Membership 

Number. 

Profile talk: David Butler gave a very interesting talk about his work breeding Australian native orchids. Although he has been 

interested in orchids for all his life, he was only able to devote significant time to this work after his retirement some 18 years ago. 

The native orchids which David breeds at present are called Sarcochilus. They grow in mountainous areas which is the main 

reason that they were not wiped out after white settlement. The seeds of all orchids contain no nutrient. A germinating orchid seed 

obtains its nutrition through a symbiotic relationship with a naturally occurring fungus that produces the sugars necessary for 

growth. David described how he germinates orchid seeds in jars containing nutrient jelly, from which the tiny seedlings are 

transplanted into another jar before being sold. The orchid plants see sunlight for the first time when the seedlings are finally 

planted out after 18 months. Orchids that David has bred are growing in many countries around the world. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Speaker: Rhoda Roberts introduced her friend Patricia Amphlett who was making a welcome return to our meeting – she had 

previously spoken to the Club in January 2003, when it was still all-male. She spoke about memories of her life. Patricia’s 

comprehensive range of activities in the entertainment, community, arts environment and support of defence forces contributed to 

the wide range of experiences she shared with us. Memories of her early family life were happy and provided a strong basis for 

the life she described to us.  Through a talent quest at Maroubra Surf Club Patricia was “discovered” and quickly became famous 

as “Little Pattie”. Shortly after signing a contract with EMI, her first record, “He’s my blond haired stompy wompy real gone 

surfer boy”, rose to be second in the charts (after a Beatles song).  This was the start of an extraordinary career as a TV entertainer 

on well-known programs such as Countdown, Bandstand and many others.   As a young teenager she enjoyed the long hours in 

production, and especially the chance to bond with other performers.  Long term friendships have lasted till the present day. 

Although she objected to the concept of war and expressed her opposition to the Vietnam War, with her family’s approval at the 

age of 17 she agreed to join an entertainment unit to tour through that country.  Showing a maturity beyond her years she 

embraced the opportunities which came to her – working in many locations in parts of Asia such as Borneo as well as the tour of 

duty to troops in Vietnam. In a male dominated environment, and one which included elements of danger in a war zone, Patricia 

performed in unique circumstances.  There were usually three performances a day as well as visiting hospitals and interacting with 

servicemen.  Her blonde hair particularly intrigued the South Vietnamese.  A vivid memory is of a performance in August 1966 at 

Nui Dat which was interrupted by the significant noises of battle drawing closer.  The performance was interrupted and the group 

evacuated – this was the start of the Battle of Long Tan.  They were moved to an American base where casualties were being 

taken creating another opportunity for encouragement and interaction. Patricia recognised that the Vietnam visit was sometimes 

difficult and a life changing process, but a valuable activity for the morale of troops. In more recent times during a visit to troops 

in Iraq there were similar and new experiences of entertaining in a war zone.  Meeting a serviceman who had earlier heard Patricia 

perform in Vietnam led to shared reflections.  The soldier’s request for a special song was replicated for us.  Hearing the beautiful 

rendition of “What A Wonderful World” was a moving time for us all, as it would have been for the veteran in Iraq. Patricia spoke 

of her constant position – Why War? – and a never ending hope for peace. Patricia’s life is still as busy as it ever was. She is 

involved in a wide range of activities and support of causes. She values her fortunate life with its quality opportunities, and says 

that she has many blessings to count. Richard Collins thanked Patricia for a truly memorable talk, and Rhoda for enabling it to 

happen. 

The Lucky Door Prize, drawn by Patricia Amphlett, was won by Anne Mulford. 

Thelma thanked all who had helped with morning tea and setting up the venue for the meeting. She also thanked all for their 

attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.45am. 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Thelma Leonard, President …………………                           


