
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 348 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 26 March 2013 

 

President John Rudd opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming Members and guests Cecilia Donnelly, Pat Perrin, 

Alan and Isabelle Drew, Bill Clark and Cheryl Dennison. He also requested that mobile phones be turned off. 

Kevin Southgate and Wendy Coney volunteered to assist Hermione Dunbar with morning tea. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: None.  

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures; card from Ed Board; letter from President 

of Probus South Pacific Limited concerning the recent abandoned Constitutional changes. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Balance at 1 March 2012        $1075.00 

Cheque account 

 Year to date February  

Income $2710.00 $100.00  

Expenses $3472.42 $386.92  

  Balance $312.58 

Savings account 

 Year to date February  

Deposits $1000.00 nil  

Interest $6.14 $2.52  

Withdrawals nil   

        Balance $1006.14 

Combined net balance at 28 February 2013       $1318.72 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President John outlined the structure of today’s meeting. The lunch at Kincumber Hotel after the 

last meeting had been very successful, with over 40 people attending. We will have another lunch today. John also 

said that we are still looking for people to organise the Club’s Bushwalking and Theatre activities. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett reported that there were 50 Members present out of a total 

membership of 68, and 6 visitors. There were 9 apologies: from Ruth Charlesworth, Pat Fordham, Peggy Horton, 

Colin and Rhonda Laybutt, Lerryn Mutton, Anne Madin, and Laurie and and Pam McLure. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today Pat Skehan will speak about the book 

“Lest I Forget” that she has ghost written for Lerryn Mutton. Marie said that we all regret that Lerryn cannot be here 

today – he is in hospital and expects to be released in a couple of days. The Committee intends to prepare an article for 

the Probus magazine on the debates that Lerryn established. In April Diane and John Rudd will speak about their trip 

to South Africa. In May, we will have a return visit from Little Pattie. Graham Harrison will speak on organ donations 

in June, and in July Andrew Kfourey will talk about the history of the ambulance service. 

Social Convenor’s Report: In Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth’s absence, Reg Charlesworth presented the Social 

report. Reg passed on Ruth’s thanks to all who had supported the Club’s Social activities over the past year. She also 

thanked Lorraine Southgate for assisting on the Social desk today.  The visit on 12 March to Margins mushroom farm 

had been both interesting and enjoyable, with 22 people attending. In April we will visit to the Alexander the Great 

exhibition, and in May we will go to the Gosford Regional Gallery. In June we will visit St. James Church in Sydney. 

The July Social event will be a sing-along at Thelma and Patrick’s place on the evening of Saturday 13 July. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate said that the report was as in the News Sheet. She thanked 

Elizabeth Butler for agreeing to take over the Welfare responsibilities from Hermione Dunbar and herself, and offered 

to help Elizabeth in any way. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate said that last Tuesday 20 people had participated in a 

wonderful walk around Watson’s Bay organised by Barry and Marie Riley. .He encouraged everyone to think about 

walks that they could lead. Richard Collins talked about next month’s walk on Bullimah Spur. 



Golf Report: President John said that he is taking over the Golf responsibilities after Mike Ryan’s departure. He 

commented that the golf course is currently in excellent condition. 

General Business: Barry said that he is collecting the annual fees today. 

Five minute talk: John Orme was prompted to give this talk after a photograph appeared in the Sydney Morning 

Herald of the Blind Beggar public house in Whitechapel Road, which is in East London where the London Olympics 

were being played out. This revived memories as in the 1960’s, as a Police Officer in the UK, John had a 

responsibility for managing crime in the Midlands. His work often took him to New Scotland Yard and he had 

actually enjoyed a drink in the Blind Beggar. This pub is famous for several reasons. It was the place outside of which 

William Booth, the founder of The Salvation Army, preached his first sermon. The story about how this pub was 

named goes back to the Battle of Evesham in 1265. Baron Henry de Montfort lost an eye in that battle. He 

subsequently had a son who sadly fell on hard times and became a beggar in the region where the pub now stands, 

hence the name The Blind Beggar. John’s visits to London were at the time when the Kray twins Ronnie and Reggie 

were at their most active in the London area, heading an organised London empire of violence and murder. John spoke 

about the success of the investigation undertaken by Detective Superintendent Read (Nipper Read) from New 

Scotland Yard which followed the murder in the Blind Beggar of George Cornell, a rival gang member, by Ronnie. 

This was the pub where the Kray twins drank and George had invaded their territory by drinking there. The brothers 

were successfully convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment; both died while in custody. By then John had moved 

to warmer climes to become the Commissioner of the Royal Fiji Police. Presumably, that is another story! 

Speaker: Marie Riley introduced our speaker, Pat Skehan, who spoke about the writing of her book “Lest I forget” 

about Lerryn Mutton. Pat spoke about how Lerryn had badgered her to write his book. Eventually she did it as an oral 

history, using many of Lerryn’s own words. Lerryn had flown Beaufighters in the Second World War, and had a host 

of stories – both amusing and sad – to tell about his experiences that time. Pat also spoke about Lerryn’s achievements 

in the rest of his life. Richard thanked Pat for helping us to know more about a valued member and friend. 

President John then named the debating shield “The Lerryn Mutton Shield”, and read the following text 

that will be inscribed onto a plaque attached to the shield: 

 

LERRYN MUTTON 

Lerryn Mutton was born in 1924 and educated at North Strathfield Public School and Fort Street Boys’ 

High School. He served in the RAAF from 1942 to 1946, seeing active service as a pilot in Labuan and 

Borneo. He was a member of Concord Council from 1953 to 1968, and Mayor in 1961 and 1962. He was 

the Liberal Member for Yaralla in the NSW Legislative Assembly from 1968 until 1978, and Government 

Whip from 1976 to 1978. He was also the founding Editor of the Northern Standard, and acquired the 

Weekly Times in 1979. In 2010 he was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia. 

Lerryn joined the Probus Club of Kincumber on 23 February 1988, and served as Speaker Convenor from 

1992 until 1997. In 1993 he established the Probus Debating Competition, and managed it until 2007. In 

this annual competition, teams from four Central Coast high schools participate in debates (two heats and a 

final) before three local Probus clubs. The winning school holds a perpetual shield for one year. 

On 26 March 2013, the Probus Club of Kincumber named the winner’s shield “The Lerryn Mutton Shield” 

to honour Lerryn’s vision in establishing this inter-generational tradition. 

 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

After morning tea, President John adjourned the meeting for the Annual General Meeting. 

After the AGM the meeting reconvened with new President Thelma Leonard in the Chair.  

Lucky Door Prize, drawn by Past President John Rudd, was won by Annette Pagett. 

Thelma thanked all who had helped with morning tea and setting up the venue for the meeting.  

Thelma reminded members about next month’s meeting, thanked all for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 

11.20am. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Thelma Leonard, President …………………                           


