
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 308 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 24 November 2009 

President Kevin Southgate opened the meeting at 9.35 am welcoming Members and guests. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. The 

Minutes were accepted as a correct record. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel and tour brochures; letter to Avoca Beach Bowling Club 

thanking staff for their cooperation in organising morning tea. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts with 

unpresented cheques included in the figures: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2009        $1,757.28 

 

 Year to date October 

   

Income $2230.00 $35.00 

Expenses $2256.13 $473.09 

   

Balance at 31 October 2009         $1731.15 

Barry’s Report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President Kevin referred to his report in the News Sheet. He thanked new Member Ruth 

Charlesworth for volunteering to take on the important position of Assistant Social Convenor and said that this is 

very encouraging for the future of the Club. He encouraged more Members to attend the Christmas lunch on 

8 December, and offered the inducement that those there might be fortunate enough to hear a song from Australia’s 

version of Michael Bublé, Ken Robson. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that 43 Members (68% of the total membership of 63) 

and 2 Life Members were present. There were 4 visitors and 7 apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: No report in Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard’s absence. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reported that he has approximately $1240 in the Social 

account. The Bushwalking Christmas lunch had made a profit of $70. David asked for more participants in the 

Christmas lunch on 8 December. He then mentioned some of the events on the Social program for next year, 

including the Recovery lunch at Janet Smith’s place on 12 January, and a visit to North Head on 16 February. In 

May he is planning a trip to Mudgee. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate said that Frances Goddard is now home and recovering 

well. Cards thanking the Club for their good wishes had been received from Frances, Lerryn and Mavis Mutton, and 

Norm Walsh. Unfortunately, Life Member Keith Austin has suffered a stroke and is now in St. Margaret’s hospital. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins said that the 27 people who attended the Bushwalking 

Christmas lunch had a great time. He mentioned that the Committee is considering suggesting that next year’s 

Christmas lunch should take a similar form, and invited comment on this idea from Members. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan invited all Members to the golfers’ Christmas lunch and awards ceremony at 

Empire Bay Tavern this coming Thursday. He also advised that he is discussing with Fred Leake the possibility of a 

trip to Gloucester, staying at a motel right on the golf course, and the Club had done several times in past years. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to the News Sheet. He mentioned that the Kincumber 

Neighbourhood Centre now has a web site listing local activities, including our Probus Club. He also advised that he 

had just paid the server cost for next year’s operation of the Club’s web site. 

Profile talk: Marie Riley gave a most interesting talk about her early education. Her paternal great grandfather was 

born in County Cork Ireland just before his father had been sent to Australia as a convict. Nineteen years later the 

father paid £14 for his son’s passage to Australia. The son settled in the Bellingen River area in the 1860s and took 

up a 60 acre grant. In a short while his four sons all had farms in this area where Marie had been born. Marie had 

two much older brothers, so she spent most of her early years without the companionship of children of her own age. 

Her parents decided that, as a girl, she should not do her brothers’ 3 mile walk and ferry trip to school each day, so 

she was initially educated by correspondence. Her Blackfriars teacher had also taught her brother. Her mother kept a 

firm hand on her, and there were many battles to make her do her lessons. It was during this period that she 



developed her love of reading. When she was 10, a school bus service commenced and her education was taken over 

by the Sacred Heart nuns at Bellingen. She enjoyed making friends and playing sport, and commenced music lessons 

(in school time, so she got out of Art classes). At the end of Primary School, the only high school was in Coffs 

Harbour, now 20 minutes away by sealed road. However, in those days she had to walk through farmlands, row 

across the Bellinger River, more farmlands, and then catch a bus followed by a train – a trip taking 2 hours each 

way. Marie spoke warmly about her great teachers, including of French and Latin, some of whom would put her up 

if she could not cross the river because of flooding. After she had completed her Intermediate Certificate, she went to 

boarding school in Lismore and then did teacher training in Sydney. Although this type of education would be 

regarded as quite extraordinary today, at the time it all seemed perfectly normal to Marie. 

General Business: Harry Goodban read his letter of resignation from the Club stating his reason as the decision of 

the Committee not to accept Ed Board’s Membership application. Richard Collins said that he greatly regretted 

Harry’s decision, but expressed his view that the Committee’s decision should not be discussed further at this time 

because no appeal has been received. John Orme said that the Club could ill afford to lose Members like Harry. Fred 

Leake also expressed his sadness at Harry’s decision. 

Sid Holmes advised that he has just passed his 85 year driving test. He had chosen to have his test by a NRMA 

examiner. Despite the cost, he recommended this approach for others facing the test. 

Fred Leake reminded Members that Marie Riley’s morning tea helpers today are Jean Johnson and Irene Dunlop. He 

then read from the Minutes of the very first meeting of the Club on 27 March 1984 as follows: “After Question 

Time, the meeting adjourned for morning tea, capably organised by Jean Johnson and Irene Dunlop”. Fred then 

commented: “They’re still at it!” This brought loud and delighted applause from Members. 

Richard Collins proposed the acceptance of the Committee’s Recommendations on Life Membership in the 

discussion paper on this subject that had been distributed last month, and also included in today’s News Sheet. John 

Orme spoke in support of this motion, which was agreed unanimously. 

The meeting adjourned for morning tea at 10.20am. 

After morning tea, Fred Leake and Janet Smith entered the room resplendent in full beekeeping garb, and then gave 

a very informative talk about the art and history of beekeeping. Fred became interested in beekeeping after reading a 

1972 newspaper article on the subject. He liked the article’s description of bees as “diligent, good housekeepers and 

loyal to the colony”. In the early days of white settlement of Australia, several attempts to introduce European bees 

were unsuccessful because of the difficulty of maintaining the hive during the long voyage. Eventually, hives were 

successfully transported on the Isabella under the command of Captain Wallace, which arrived in Sydney on 

9 March 1822 after a 125 day voyage. The Sydney Gazette at that time reported the sale of 7 hives by auction, with 

only 476 bees per hive – a very weak hive, in Fred’s opinion. Introduced European bees operate alongside the much 

smaller native bees. All hives have a queen bee, a few hundred male drones and up to 50,000 sterile female workers. 

The queen lives for several years and lays hundreds of eggs each day. She, and the developing pupae, are cared for 

by the workers, who live for only about 6 weeks. New queen bees are produced when needed by feeding a few 

developing larvae with royal jelly. When mature, the new queens leave the hive, are fertilised in the air by several 

drones, and then fly off to establish new hives. Commercial hives contain frames on which the bees build cells that 

they fill with honey and seal with beeswax. This is harvested from time to time by the beekeeper in a process termed 

“robbing the hive”. The queen operates in a brood chamber adjacent to the entrance to the hive. A coarse mesh 

excludes her from the upper part of the hive where the honey is stored because she, being much larger than the 

workers, cannot pass through it. Worker bees can seek nectar up to several kilometres from their hive, and know 

which hive if theirs by the scent of the queen. They have a honey sack in which they store collected nectar. The 
nectar initially contains 60-70% water and this is subsequently reduced to about 15% by evaporation. The colour of 

honey can range from very light amber, to nearly black, depending on the proportion of the different types of sugars 

that it contains. Honey has very therapeutic properties for healing sores. However, opinion is divided on whether bee 

stings help to stave off arthritis. The export of honey, queen bees and hives is now big business for Australia. Fred 

and Janet have started many hives from swarms. As beekeepers, they are in good company – other famous 

beekeepers include Sir Edmund Hilary, Charles Darwin and Ron Coleman. For Janet’s 80th birthday, Fred gave her 

something that every woman would want – a smoker. Fred and Janet’s talk was followed by a lively question and 

answer session. In thanking them for an excellent talk, Bruce Dunlop remarked that he has known several 

beekeepers and they have all been a “bit funny” – they are all hearty and crack jokes. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Nev Owen. 

Kevin thanked Jean Johnson and Irene Dunlop for their help with morning tea. Barbara Orme and Velda Robson 

volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting of the Club in January. Kevin reminded Members of 

forthcoming Club activities, thanked Members and guests for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.45 am. 

Signed as a correct record: Kevin Southgate, President ……………………... 


