
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 351 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 25 June 2013 

 

President Thelma Leonard opened the meeting at 9.35am, welcoming Members and guests: Tony Kelly, Jocelyn 

Mulcahy, Jenny Baker, John and Kathy Mitchell and Jahne Peart. Thelma requested that mobile phones be turned off. 

Thelma then inducted Bill Clark and Yvonne Kelly and welcomed them to the Club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: None 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures; letter from Avoca Beach Probus Club 

inviting our members to their bus tours (information included in the News Sheet); letter from Mike Ryan advising that 

he and Heather will continue as members of the Club. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $312.58 

 Year to date May  

Income $1950.00 $320.00  

Expenses $1498.45 $69.35  

  Balance $764.13 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $1006.14 

 Year to date May  

Deposits $500.00 nil  

Interest 9.82 $4.00  

Withdrawals nil nil  

        Balance $1515.96 

Combined net balance at 31 May 2013       $2280.09 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. Barry expects all remaining members to pay their fees. When this occurs, we will have 

71 fee-paying members (not counting today’s Inductees) and 2 Life members. 

President’s Report: President Thelma said that 15 will participate in the Lord Howe Island trip from 15 to 22 March 

2014. She also reported that the Committee had appointed a subcommittee of herself, John Rudd and Richard Collins 

to review the Constitution changes proposed by Probus South Pacific Limited. These changes are not major, but they 

are numerous. The Committee will consider this matter at its next meeting. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that there were 45 Members present out of a total 

membership of 75 (including today’s inductees), and 6 visitors. There were 15 apologies: from John and Annette 

Pagett, George and Pam Pendergast, John and Helen Sutton, Ann Madin, Ken and Velda Robson, Roy and Leone 

Bird, Rhonda Laybutt, Elizabeth Butler, Patrick Leonard and Denise Lawrence. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley advised that she has arranged the following speakers: 
today: Graham Harrison, on organ donations; July: Andrew Kfoury about the history of the ambulance service; 

September: Arthur Adeney on Africa. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that the visit to St James church in Sydney had 

been interesting and enjoyable, with an unexpected recital on the church organ. The July Social event will be a sing-

along at Thelma and Patrick’s place. In August we will have lunch at the Empire Bay Tavern. In September we will 

visit the Australian Currency Museum. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Thelma advised that joint Welfare Officers Elizabeth Butler is unwell, and Helen Sutton was unable 

to attend. Velda Robson has had another fall. She also read a thank you card from Lorraine Southgate. Hermione 

Dunbar said that Harry Green has dementia and is in a nursing home. 

Bushwalking Report: Richard Collins said that last week 23 of us had enjoyed an excellent walk along Bullimah Spur. 

Anne Mulford showed a limited edition print from a painting done on the spot overlooking Maitland Bay where we 

had lunch. She and John had bought the print in 1970. Anne told how, many years later, she had gone on a painting 



trip that involved a 2 hour 4WD trip from Mt. Isa during which she sat alongside the painter. John Rudd spoke about 

next month’s walk at Blue Lagoon. 

Golf Report: Golf Organiser John Rudd said that 5 golfers played last Friday and John Orme won with a handicap 

score of 5 under par. 

Theatre: Theatre Convenor Barbara Orme said that there are still opportunities to see Noel and Gertie at the Laycock 

Street Theatre. Dial M for Murder is coming up shortly at Woy Woy Little Theatre. 

News Spot: Thelma advised that she plans to walk from Kincumber to Davistown and back each Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday starting at 8.30am, and would welcome company. 

Hermione Dunbar advised that she and David have moved to Brentwood Village. 

General Business: John Rudd said that he and Di had visited Lerryn and Mavis Mutton. They are both thrilled that the 

Club has named the debating shield The Lerryn Mutton Shield. Richard has sent a short article, including a photo of 

Lerryn and John with the shield, to Active Retirees. 

John Rudd said that the Committee had decided to record mobile phone numbers of members, and there is a form on 

the Membership desk for anyone willing to provide this information. 

Thelma said that there are several second hand books available for exchange at morning tea. 

Five Minute talk: Jean Johnson spoke about a chance meeting many years ago. Her father migrated to Australia at age 

16. He worked on a farm in Victoria for 3 years before moving to the Kincumber area, where his aunt lived. There he 

married Freda, one of the daughters of the Jackson family. For as long as Jean can remember, he promised to take her 

mother to Britain but, with children, the Depression and WW2, it never happened. In 1964 Freda was fortunate to 

survive surgery for lung cancer. Shortly afterwards, Jean’s father died. In 1972, just 3 weeks after the wedding of Ted 

and Jean’s daughter, Jean took her mother to England at Ted’s insistence. There they were welcomed by their family 

and enjoyed several trips. One trip took them to Brussels where, while on a short walk, they met up with the only 

couple who had sent an inability to attend the wedding of Jean’s daughter. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Speaker: Marie Riley introduced Graham Harrison who is a member of Donor Families Australia, and Share Life 

Australia among other allied organisations working in the organ donation field. Graham told of his personal 

perspective in this area, having donated his young son’s organs in 1993.  As a ‘donor dad’ he was able to speak from a 

family’s understanding of this personal journey and the strong impact the process had.  Part of the continuing aim 

arising from his experience of ’Sharing Life’ is to build the conscience of the community for this sad, but life-saving 

work. Although not normally accepted, Graham's family met one recipient of a donation from their son by 

coincidence.  This was a positive and rewarding experience for them and a reminder that such a donation restores 

health and good living to those who relied on the generosity of an organ donation. Transplant Australia (a recipient 

organisation), and Donate Life (a national organising body), aim to achieve better outcomes for the many facets of this 

work. During the talk, we were led to think about aspects of the improvements being achieved by being given the 

chance to ‘vote’ on many aspects of the process being addressed.  With the growth of knowledge better results are 

evident and the areas needing more attention highlighted.  Comparisons with what has happened in Spain since 1998 

are a good benchmark for identifying further action for Australia. The emphasis on the need for sensitive 

understanding of the emotional donor family position and the need to be comfortable with their decision has led to the 

highlighting of important factors influencing the decision to donate organs, such as having specialist co-ordinating 

doctors, and training and awareness within hospitals to focus on individual cases.  Hospitals have no budget for this 

procedure and need to be reimbursed. Specialised continuing care programs for donor families are an essential 

element, which will limit the progressive effect of negative experiences for some. The advent of events such as the 

regular Transplant Games, involving both recipients and donor families, is very positive. Graham presented a 

photographic tribute to a number of those who have made organ donations – a moving but fitting part of his talk. Such 

an informative and challenging time with Graham alerted us to opportunities and resources to explore this further.  

Gerry Turner thanked Graham in what was an emotional experience for us all. 

The Lucky Door Prize, drawn by Graham Harrison, was won by David Dennison. Thelma also presented Anne 

Mulford with the lucky door prize that she won at the last meeting. 

Thelma thanked all who had helped with morning tea and setting up the venue for the meeting. She also thanked all 

for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 12.05pm. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Thelma Leonard, President …………………                           


