
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 282 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 25 September 2007 

 

 

In the absence of President George Costigan overseas, Vice-President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 

9.35 am. The first few minutes of the meeting were devoted to a search for the microphone, followed by a 

short adjournment due to our inability to compete with the broadcasting over the sound system of the lady 

bowlers’ meeting next door. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins reminded Members that the Minutes of the 

previous meeting had been made available before the meeting for reading and comment, and that some 

parts of the Minutes are now routinely included in the News Sheet. The meeting agreed that the Minutes 

should be taken as read and accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters); and operators of possible tours. He also had received an update of this year’s process to 

amend the Constitution of Probus Clubs. Richard also read to the meeting a letter from Ron Coleman 

expressing his great appreciation for being made an Honorary Member. The meeting responded to Ron’s 

letter with acclamation. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn apologised for his inability to attend this meeting due to family 

reasons. In his absence, Richard advised the meeting that the details of the Club’s finances over the past 

month were as shown in the News Sheet: 

  

Income $50.00 

Expenditure nil 

Interest $0.03 

Balance at 31 May 2007 $2126.25 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

Vice-President’s Report: Vice-President Reg had nothing additional to report over that in the News Sheet. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly informed members that 30 Members (60% of the 

current membership of 47) were in attendance. There were 9 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts reported that he had speakers arranged for the 

rest of the year. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison was absent due to his departure for overseas 

the next day. In his absence, Barry Riley asked for names and money for the lunch at MacMasters Beach 

on 9 October, and reminded members about the Christmas lunch on 11 December. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs is away and the News Sheet had been prepared by Barry Riley. Barry 

had nothing the report. Vice-President Reg thanked Barry for undertaking this task. 

 

Welfare Report: Lerryn Mutton and advised the meeting that Ron Coleman, while very unwell, was 

bearing up well and would welcome visitors. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins reported on the excellent wildflowers at the 

Bateau Bay walk last week and encouraged members to take the opportunity to see this spectacular sight. 

The next walk will be a historic stroll through Gosford. 

 



Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan advised the meeting that the Everglades golf course is drying out. He 

will shortly set a date for the Club Championship. 

 

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report 

 

Theatre Report: There was no report in Theatre Convenor David Dunbar’s absence 

 

History of the Club: Historian Fred Leake informed members that Barry Riley had prepared a complete list 

of members for each year since the inception of the Club. This list is available for borrowing and makes 

very interesting reading. Fred also had photo albums of the Club available for loan. Fred then read a report 

by Ron Coleman entitled “Norm’s Folly”, and subtitled “Adventures in Astronomy” by Fred. In his dry 

humorous way, Ron wrote about two excursions of our Probus Club to look at the stars. One of these, on 

12 September 1995, was a bus trip to the Koolong Observatory, Bucketty where members saw the stars, 

some satellites and a jet plane. The other was on 9 September 1994 to Sydney Observatory where the skies 

were clear except for the exact time scheduled to view the stars when a severe thunderstorm hit! After the 

presentation, Nev Owen commented that these excursions had been the initiative of Ed Board. 

 

General Business:  

Vice-President Reg drew the attention of members to a document discussing the proposed changes to 

driving licence conditions for older people. Harry Goodban spoke on this matter. Unfortunately, due to the 

late time, discussion on the subject had to be curtailed. 

 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

 

After morning tea, Stan Roberts introduced our speaker, Jill Mather, a journalist, writer and TV presenter 

who has won many prizes for her work. Jill spoke about waler horses, a breed that was developed in the 

1850s to be useful in the harsh and difficult Australian conditions. Large numbers of these horses were 

used in several military campaigns including the Sudan, the Boer War and the First World War. Jill gave a 

moving account of the role played by these horses in the capture of Beersheva, possibly the last ever 

cavalry charge, which will be commemorated shortly on its anniversary of 27 October. She also spoke of 

the foals that had been saved from a mass cull of these horses in the Northern Territory and moved to the 

Central Coast where they have been adopted out. Norm Baker thanked Jill for her excellent presentation. 

Several members purchased a book that Jill has recently published on this subject. 

 

The lucky door prize was won by John Orme on the second draw. 

 

Vice-President Reg Davis thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.40 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: George Costigan, President ……………….. 


