
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 368 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 5 November  2014 

President John Sutton opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming members and visitors Chris and Ann Dillon, and Liz 

Gilbert.  Special time was given to two long standing members who had died recently.  Stan Roberts was an 

enthusiastic club member who served with distinction on the committee for many years.  Fond memories are held of 

his gentle nature and generosity of spirit. Sympathy was offered to his wife Rhoda.   Janet Smith died in late October 

after a 20 year involvement in the Club.  She was a staunch supporter who joined when the Club became combined.  

She is well remembered for the Christmas cake each year, for her wonderful hospitality on many occasions and her 

active involvement as a volunteer in the general community.  Many warm memories remain of time spent with Janet.  

One minute’s silence was observed.     

  

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Yvonne Chandler presented the Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 

28 October 2014.  The Minutes were accepted and signed as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: Nil 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs and travel brochures.   

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following report on the current state of the Club’s finances:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2014        $350.45 

 Year to date September  

Income $2031.25 $40.00  

Expenses $2212.12 $255.07  

  Balance $169.58 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2014        $1042.76 

 

 Year to date September      

Deposits $1210.00 Nil  

Interest 

 

$31.16 

 

$4.56    

Withdrawals Nil Nil  

        Balance           $2280.92 

Combined net balance at October 31  2014       $2450.50 

 

 

    

President’s Report: President John Sutton wished member Sid Holmes a happy birthday for his 90th birthday and gave 

him a signed card from members.  Sid has a long association with Probus.  Thanks were extended to Ruth and Reg 

Charlesworth and their team for the excellent catering and organisation for the annual Bush Picnic.  All who attended 

had a most enjoyable time. 

Membership Report: Convenor John Rudd reported attendance of 51 ordinary members and 2 life members.  

Apologies were received from 13 people – Ruth Mills, Kevin and Lorraine Southgate, Cecilia Donnely, Joan Vella, 
Nev Owen, Barry and Marie Riley, Liz Long, Roy and Leone Bird, Velda and Ken Robson.  John referred to the 

current position regarding a membership limit of 80 members.  Because we are at that point now with continuing 

applications for membership a change will be needed.  This is being managed for now with a potential to make 

relevant changes at the 2015 AGM in March.  John reminded the meeting of their responsibility to consider positions 

for Committee and Sub Committee roles for 2015/2016.  His own need for an assistant membership convenor was 

raised so that anyone interested in accepting this position should see him.  

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Hermione Dunbar, Assistant Convenor spoke of difficulties in confirming today’s 

speaker Peter Cane due to illness.  Fortunately he was able to come and we were grateful for that.  Hermione thanked 

Richard Collins for his willingness to be a stand in and for his preparation.  The January meeting will feature Geoffrey 
Potter, speaking about the wreck of the Maitland in association with his recently released book on that subject.  

 (Note: a recent email from Marie Riley informed us of a change – the speaker for January will be LtCol Peter 

Sweeney, speaking on ‘The Gallipoli Campaign”.  Geoffrey Potter will now be our speaker in February.) 

 



Social Convenor’s Report: Assistant Social Convenor Jenny Baker advised that 43 people have so far registered for 

the Christmas Lunch at Ettalong Beach Club.  Payment of $35 is due at this meeting.  There will be a traditional meal 

with complimentary drink on arrival.  The time is 12.00 for 12.45 and additional registrations can be taken at this 

meeting.  A further reminder was that the Recovery Picnic is scheduled for 13 January 2015 at 12.00 at the 

Broadwater Reserve.  Bring your own food and drink and relax together.  

Editor’s Report: Editor Pat Fordham asked contributors to the Newsletter to submit items early this week to allow 

early publication for the Christmas Party. 

Welfare Report: Convenor Elizabeth Butler was pleased that we had seen Ken and Velda Robson at our previous 

meeting but unfortunately they were not well enough to be with us this month.  Elizabeth expressed our sympathy to 

Fred Leake following the death of Janet Smith and spoke highly of Janet’s example as a club member.  

Bushwalking Report: Convenor Ruth Charlesworth recalled that although early rain had threatened the Bush Picnic 

the sun took over and 38 members enjoyed the wonderful scenery, lots of food, and great company.  Ruth thanked 

Wendy Covey especially for her contribution.  The bushwalking program is in recess until March. 

Golf report:  Convenor John Rudd announced that Diane Rudd had again won the championship and congratulated 

her!  John and Diane thanked John and Ann Mulford for the gift of tickets to the Championship in Sydney.  Numbers 

for the golf activity are dropping and may hinder its continuation.    

Theatre Report:  Barbara Orme spoke of the performance of Pirates of Penzance by Gosford Musical Society in 

March.  She has tickets booked and invited members to attend. Money for this performance is not needed until 

January.  Bookings for the season or sub season of the Woy Woy Theatre are also being taken now.  The Archhibald 

Prize portraits will be on display at the Gosford Art Gallery in December.  If there is an interested group she can 

arrange for a guided tour.   

Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker suggested that members can remember the bookshare table for recycling Christmas 

gifts of books which they have finished reading.  

 

News:  Combining Probus Clubs:  Richard Collins recalled the experience we had at Kincumber during a period 

from 2005 to 2009.  The option of becoming a combined club by inviting ladies to join as members was carefully and 

thoughtfully considered and implemented.  The way this was managed is a credit to members of the original club.  

Ultimately this choice proved successful and is enjoyed by all members today.  Richard was invited to write an article 

for Active Retirees describing the process for the benefit of other clubs.  This was published in early 2010 and has 

resulted in other clubs contacting him with their questions and for some inviting Richard to speak to them about our 

experience.  It is good to know that his advice has been successfully applied and that a number of clubs have moved to 

combine.  We wish them well and trust all will benefit from the step forward. 

 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea prepared by Isabelle Drew and Wendy Coney.  Special thanks to Wendy 

for the treats she provided to add to the Christmas theme. 

The meeting resumed at 10.30am. 

Assistant Speaker Convenor Hermione Dunbar introduced Peter Cane and thanked him for speaking so soon after his 

recent illness.   

Some Customs and Legends of Christmas was the title for our November speaker’s talk.  Peter Cane was introduced 

by Hermione Dunbar.  Peter introduced his topic by saying that we are not aware of the origins of many of the 

Christmas traditions.  The season is noted as a celebration of goodwill.  Although the exact date of Christ’s birth is not 

known the period of 6 December to 6 January represents the time when Christmas is celebrated around the world.  We 

heard how St Nicholas’s Day is one influence for the giving of gifts, and a lead up to the time around 25 December 

when sacred traditions are practiced in some countries.  The lead in period within the churches is the period of Advent 

– the coming of Christ.  The St Nicholas influence developed into the Santa Claus we know today with commercial 

promotion enhancing and growing over time.   The meaning of Christmas over thousands of years testifies to lasting 

hope, peace and good cheer – a relevant message for  today’s world. 

 

Jenny Baker  passed a vote of thanks to Peter on behalf of the Club, presenting our thank you bottle of wine. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was drawn by Peter.            

President John Sutton thanked those who had helped with setting up the hall, and preparing morning tea, then closed 

the meeting at 11.30am, inviting all to lunch at the Kincumber Pub. 

 

 



Signed as a correct record: John Sutton, President ………………………………… 

 

 

Note: During the Morning Tea break Hermione Dunbar sustained a nasty fall due to an unseen slippery patch on the 

floor of the hall.  The area was isolated by chairs to avoid any further mishap and President John Sutton planned to 

ring the church representative to make them aware of the danger.  We hope Hermione has no continuing problem due 

to her fall. 


