
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 331 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 25 October 2011 

 

President Rhoda Roberts opened the meeting at 9.30am and welcomed members and guests, Penny Fraser and 

Leonie George. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; tour information; letter to Avoca Beach Bowling Club 

booking room for 2012 meetings and enclosing a donation of $200. (Richard informed the meeting that he had 

been told that, despite the new ownership of the Bowling Club, the meeting arrangements for our Club, 

including free use of the room and morning tea, were likely to continue for the immediate future.) 

New Constitution and Standing Resolutions: Following Notice of Motion and distribution of copies of the draft 

new Constitution at the last meeting, Richard moved (Seconded by David Kenny):   

That the proposed Constitution be approved for submission to the Probus Centre – South Pacific Inc. for 

checking and approval. 

Richard gave a brief outline of the reasons for having a new Constitution. The Motion was agreed unanimously. 

Following Notice of Motion and distribution of copies of the draft Standing Resolutions at the last meeting 

Richard then moved a second motion (Seconded by Col Laybutt): 

That the membership rescind the Club’s existing By-Laws and replace them with a set of Standing Resolutions 

numbered 1 – 28. 

Richard then moved a procedural Motion: 

That this Motion lie on the table until the January 2012 General Meeting.  

Richard explained that this procedural Motion would give Members the opportunity to suggest amendments to 

the draft Standing Resolutions. Any amendments should be sent or given to him by the General Meeting on 

22 November. The Committee will consider these amendments at its meeting on 6 December. The Motion 

(requiring a 75% majority for approval) to adopt the Standing Resolutions, with amendments if any, will be put 

at the January 2012 General Meeting. The Procedural motion was agreed unanimously. 

Richard then left the meeting due to another commitment, and Thelma Leonard took over Minutes duties. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2011        $994.47 

 

 Year to date September 

   

Income $2095.00 $25.00 

Expenses $1167.35 Nil 

   

Balance at 30 September 2011         $1922.12 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President Rhoda thanked Wally Tuffs for another excellent News Sheet. She also thanked 

John Pagett for his first meeting as Membership Officer. In the light of the generosity extended to us by the 

Avoca Beach Bowling Club, she invited Members to consider taking up membership of this Club. Rhoda 

thanked John Rudd and Fred Leake for the large amount of work that they had done to compile a complete list 

of all the members of the Club over its life. This will be a very valuable resource for the Club and is available to 

anyone who wishes to have it. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett said that there were 38 Members present out of a total 

membership of 67, and 2 visitors. There were 12 apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that next month’s speaker will be Rob Kitchen 

of the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation who will talk about the Gosford waterfront 

development. 



Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reported that 19 members, 3 visitors and one 

child had participated in the visit to Henry Kendall cottage on 11 October. Future activities are the bush picnic 

at MacMasters Beach on 15 November, an evening Christmas sing-along at Thelma and Patrick Leonard’s 

place on 9 December, and our Christmas lunch at Empire Bay Tavern on 13 December. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs apologised for the oversight that led to incorrect information in the 

Treasurer’s report in the News Sheet. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Hermione Dunbar reported that Ken Robson was unwell. 

Bushwalking Report: John Mulford reported that on 18 November 22 people had enjoyed a walk through the 

bush near Patonga, followed by lunch afterwards at the pavilion at Patonga. The weather had been fantastic! 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan reported that the Club’s Championship rounds will start next week. There 

have been some changes to the structure of the competition. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar reported that 20 regulars will attend the last play for this year 

at Woy Woy Little Theatre– Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap. There has been demand for extra tickets. 

General Business: At President Rhoda’s request, Fred Leake spoke about the “Most momentous thing that had 

happened to him in Probus.” Fred mentioned that he had joined in the early stages of the Club and had been a 

member for 25 years. Some members were real characters and, in particular, he cited Norm Baker (good 

stories), Keith Tysoe, Ken Robson (jokes) and Richard Collins (never takes offence when he gets involved in 

tussles). However, the most momentous event was when he and Janet joined a Probus trip to Mittagong and 

Irwin Munckton had collapsed. He was flown to Liverpool Hospital but his wife, Peggy, was not able to go 

with him. At dinner, Peggy remained in her motel room. During the meal Fred saw Peggy’s face at the window 

– she had come to tell them that her husband had died in the helicopter on his way to hospital. 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced our speaker, Lorraine George. Lorraine spoke about the Gosford 

Musical Society’s (GMS) involvement with the Laycock Street Theatre and its history. The GMS was started 

by a progressive group of people in 1947 (then the Gosford Musical and Dramatic Society) who wanted to 

bring theatre to the Central Coast. Lorraine joined the organisation in 1967 and has been actively involved ever 

since. They used to perform in the Valencia Theatre and rehearse in the Masonic Hall. From 1965-1975 they 

had their own ‘home’, the Dwyer Pavilion at the Showground which is the chicken shed for the Gosford Show. 

There was no lighting, sound, seating, dressing rooms or wings, and performances were interrupted by the 

whistles of trains and the drumming of rain on the roof. They had 90 members then, and now have 499. 

Conditions improved when they could use the Gosford High School hall (1976-1988) but the GMS wanted their 

own theatre. They acquired a shed and rebuilt it in 1982 using a Government grant and volunteer labour on an 

old school site in Laycock Street, leased by the Department of Education from the Gosford Council. However, 

the GMS still dreamt of having a proper theatre and by 1986 had raised $47 000. It was suggested that a larger 

theatre could be built with more funding and a $1.2 million Government grant was obtained by the Gosford 

Council. The GMS raised further funds by selling bricks and seats and in 1988 the Laycock Street Bicentennial 

Community Theatre opened. The aims of the GMS are to produce professional shows and to give enjoyment to 

their members. Over the years they have produced quality shows, established a theatre, awarded scholarships, 

and set up a shop hiring and selling theatre costumes. Understandably they are proud of their achievements and 

feel that they play an important role in the Central Coast community. Hermione Dunbar thanked Lorraine for 

her talk. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Joyce Kenny. 

President Rhoda thanked Velda Robson, Janet Smith and Fred Leake for helping at morning tea. Hermione and 

David Dunbar volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

Rhoda reminded members of the next General meeting on 22 November. She thanked members for their 

attendance and closed the meeting. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Rhoda Roberts, President …………………                           


