
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 339 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 26 June 2012 

 

President John Rudd opened the meeting at 9.35am, welcoming Members and guests Judy Cooper and 

Ralph Brown.  

John inducted Gerry Turner, Jill Smith, and Arthur Adeney and welcomed them to the Club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes 

were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Balance at 1 March 2012        $1075.00 

 

 Year to date May 

   

Income    $1560.00 270.00 

Expenses $1236.50 $68.70 

   

Balance at 31 May 2012       $1398.50 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President John referred to his President’s Message in which he said that he would ask 

Members later in this meeting to vote on how we would meet the shortfall in money that has arisen from our 

changed venue. He also thanked Reg Charlesworth for volunteering to be in charge of all matters relating to 

the use of the new venue, including security, and opening and locking up at each meeting. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett said that the total membership now stands at 66, 

including the three new members. There were 42 Members present, and 2 visitors. There were 18 apologies: 

from David and Elizabeth Butler, Colin and Rhonda Laybutt, Thelma and Patrick Leonard, Lorraine and 

Kevin Southgate, Ann Madin, Keith and Velda Robson, Annette Pagett, Keith Tysoe, Robyn Armitage, 

Gloria Reid, Janelle Costigan, Max Newman and Lerryn Mutton. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today’s speaker will be Tom 

Richmond on Ginger Meggs. Next month John Sutton will speak on the James Craig. Marie has speakers 

arranged for all remaining meetings this year. She welcomes suggestions for possible speakers. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that 20 people had participated in the 

visit to the SES facility at Erina. Those present made a donation of $73 to the centre. Next month we will 

visit the Gosford Musical Society’s facilities at the Laycock Street Theatre. Numbers are limited to 25. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs said that the Membership Register and email list distributed today had 

been printed without charge by Gosford City Council under a printing grant that we have received from 

them.. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Hermione Dunbar reported that Ken Bailey is unable to attend 

meetings due to his wife’s illness. Hermione asked for information about any Member who is unwell or 

needs assistance. 

Bushwalking Report: In Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate’s absence, John Orme said that last 

Tuesday 24 people and one dog had attended a very enjoyable walk from Turo Reserve at Pretty Beach to 

Wagstaff and back, with a stop for coffee in the middle. Before we set off Bruce Dunlop told us a little about 

the history of the area, and Bruce and Irene joined us for lunch afterwards. It was a wonderful day. Next 

month, Marie and Barry Riley will lead us on a walk beside Brisbane Water from Kincumber to Davistown 

and back. 



Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the only golf-related thing to talk about at present is the (bad) 

weather. Despite this, he exhorted more people to join the golfing group. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor Anne Swan asked for suggestions about possible movies that people 

would like to see. 

General Business: President John discussed the two options proposed by the Committee for covering the 

current year’s shortfall in funding:  

• A one-off payment on $10.00 for each Member 

• A charge of $2.00 per member (not visitors) per meeting attended. 

After discussion, the meeting voted in favour of the immediate $10 levy, which is due immediately. 

Richard Collins informed Members about a concert at Davistown RSL Club on 22 July in which three 

Members will participate. 

Five minute talk: David Dennison spoke on a subject dear to his heart – home brew. David started brewing 

his own beer as a hobby while still in his teens in New Zealand. He mixed his own ingredients and quickly 

learnt that baker’s yeast doesn’t make good beer – you have to use brewer’s yeast. He also recounted the 

adverse effects that his home brew had on the kelpie sheep dogs on the farm where he lived. After moving to 

Sydney, he belonged to a home brewing club and learnt that you need to let the water stand before using it 

so that the sediment will settle out. These days, nobody mixes their own ingredients – everyone uses home 

brew kits. David authoritatively decreed that Cooper’s Pale Ale is the best kit to buy, but don’t use plastic 

bottles. David concluded by observing that the second last word in his Macquarie dictionary is zymurgy – 

the art of fermentation. The last word is zzz – meaning sleep! 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced Tom Richmond who spoke on the iconic cartoon character 

Ginger Meggs. Ginger Meggs was created by Jimmy Bancks from Hornsby. The characters in the comic 

strip were modelled on his own friends and family. The inspiration for Ginger himself was a red headed 

school mate of Jimmy’s, Charles Sommerville. The drawings of Ginger’s father were based on Charles’ own 

father, but the character of Ginger’s father was that of Jimmy’s own father. The character and likeness of 

Mrs Meggs, who was the hero of the strip, were taken from the author’s own mother. Tom told us a little 

about the lives of the real people who had inspired Jimmy Bancks’ characters. Tom also said that, in a very 

real sense, the stories in the Ginger Meggs comic strip were a reflection of the life that we, who were 

growing up at that time, experienced. He lamented much of what we have lost from those days, including 

the ability for children to roam free, to enjoy nature as it actually is, and to interact face-to-face with real 

people. Tom’s take-home message was that people of our age have an important role to play in the wisdom 

that we can offer to children, drawn from growing up at a time when things were very different from today. 

Bruce Dunlop thanked Tom for an inspiring talk. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Bruce Dunlop. 

John thanked John and Barbara Orme for helping with morning tea. David and Hermione Dunbar 

volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

John thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.35am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Rudd, President …………………                           


