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Meeting No. 394                              April 18th 2017  

 

Management Committee 

President     Phyl Hill           4322 2562 

Vice President     David Casey*        4365 9095 

Jnr. V. President    Vacant 

Secretary     Yvonne Chandler    4365 2154 

Treasurer           Gerry Turner        4369 7969 

Social Convenor     Joan Vella*        4365 9085  

Speakers     Chris Dillon        4368 2003 

Membership     Carla Hurley*        4323 9823   

Editor      Elizabeth Butler      4360 2403 

 

Officers with * are pending membership approval 
 

Life Members 

                               Fred Leake 

                               John Orme 

                               Barry Riley 

                             Neville Owen 

From the President 
 

What beautiful autumn weather we are enjoying here in 
our little corner of the world.  

Twenty-three of us had a very pleasant visit to 
Wangaratta, Beechworth, Bright and other lovely areas in 
north eastern Victoria.  The trees were changing and we 
enjoyed the glorious autumn colours.   

We met up with two other Probus groups on our coach 
and we all mixed in together very well.  I am sure most of 
us came back a little heavier than when we left, as the 
food was delicious. These trips are a great way to get to 
know other members of our club and we do have a lot of 
fun. 

Because Joan Vella did such an excellent job of organising 
this trip, I have encouraged her to take on the social 
convenor’s job and I am happy to say she has accepted.  
As Ineke has resigned, Carla Hurley has agreed to take on 
the membership officer’s role and Dave Casey will step up 
to Vice President.  We will ask at the meeting that these 
positions be confirmed. This now leaves the Junior Vice 
President role vacant so we would love someone to 
volunteer.  

Our golf group would welcome new members and we do 
need a golf convenor as well. 

On a sad note, we have lost two members from our 
Probus family, Bob Cummins and Henry (Harry) Rogers. 
We will remember them at our next meeting.  

There seems to be a new energy in our club.  I am very 
lucky to have such a good committee and we work so well 
together with great enthusiasm                               

                                                 Phyl Hill 

 

 

 

 

   Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 
    Established 1984 

 

Meeting No. 395                       News Sheet                        May 23rd 2017 

       Dates for your 2017 Diary 

June  6     VIVID outing                  See page 6 

June 13     Lunch at Breakers         See page 6 

June 20     Patonga Bush Walk      See page 5 

June 27     Monthly Meeting 

July 19      Christmas in July           See page 6 

 

Advanced Notice – the August Meeting 
will be changed from the usual fourth 
Tuesday to the fifth, August 29th to fit in 
with the debate. 

 

 
All contributers please note that the 
deadline for the next News Sheet is Friday 
June 16th but early reports are always very 
welcome. Send to ejbutler118@gmail.com 
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Guest Speaker and Backchat at the April Meeting 

Guest Speaker: - Our own member Richard Collins spoke about ‘The Ride of His Life’ which explained 
the work and technology used at the University of Sydney to thermally insulate windows using the 
technique of Vacuum Glazing.  This project was developed in Sydney in 1988, achieving fascinating 
results.  Previous experiments had not developed a sample such as the one developed by Richard, his 
student leader Stephen Robinson and the group of student colleagues.  Through much painstaking, 
highly skilled and dedicated work successful samples were developed, problems addressed and solved 
until it became possible to commercialise the product.  With no market in Australia, over time a 
relationship with Japanese partners finally reached the stage where the product (Spacia) could be 
launched in 1996.  Future developments to improve and reduce costs are now in place.  In May Richard 
will present a paper in Finland as part of this ongoing work. Such a success and innovation can be 
directly attributed to the quality of team work and the dedication students showed to their task and 
Richard’s leadership.   

 

Backchat: - Fred Leake was our first speaker for this new segment in our program.  It will bring 
interesting stories from the past history of our club and was named by Chris Dillon.  We hope you enjoy 
these memories which will occur several times a year according to the availability of people and events.  
Fred spoke about the beginnings of the club which was initiated by the Rotary Club of Kincumber on 27 
March 1984.  The old records of activities are very interesting.   Fred showed pages from early minutes 
– so carefully handwritten and retained as a record.  The club was officially a male club and the ninth 
set up in the Central Coast.  Members were invited though an ad in the paper and the average age of 
these members was younger than of our present membership.  Partners of the members were a force 
from the beginning - enthusiastic ‘de facto’ members who can claim much credit for the success of the 
club.  Irene Dunlop helped with the morning tea and was interviewed by Fred about that day.  We are 
fortunate to still have some of the original members with us today.  They have much to offer.  

Yvonne Chandler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                   Yvonne Chandler 

 

Guest Speakers 
 

The speaker for the May meeting is Bobbi Murray, from the Wyong Legal Centre who will talk of Wills, Probate 
and Guardianship. I have asked her to focus some of the presentation on Elder abuse, as this is a hot topic.  

 

The speaker for June 27 is Vivian Sale. She is a long-time friend of ours and she will present a film she recently 
produced about the history of Woy Woy, Umina and Ettalong, past and present.  The premiere was launched in 
December 2016 at the Paradisio Cinema.   

Videos will be on sale. A nice gift to send to overseas relatives. 

                    Chris Dillon 

 

Profile Speaker for May 

Ruth Mills will give a five-minute profile talk at the May meeting.  
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FISHY BUSINESS AT THE BARRAMUNDI FARM 

On Tuesday 9th May our Probus Members together with some 
guest visitors boarded the Coastal Liner Coach heading north to 
the idyllic hideaway of Port Stephens for some Fishy Business at 
the Barramundi Farm.  We stopped enroute at the very pretty 
Riverside Park for morning tea and a leg stretch before continuing 
to the Port Stephens Winery for a taste or two and a very pleasant 
social gathering. 
Next stop was the Barramundi Farm where we had a very 
pleasant lunch consisting of home grown fresh Barramundi, chips 
and salad.  All the salad came from the farm’s hydroponic beds 
where we were taken on a tour and given an in-depth 
commentary of their processes. 
We had a guided tour through the fish production sheds and 
nursery to see the baby barra, and the process of growing fish 
was explained in a fun and informative manner. 
 
The weather was kind to us and everyone enjoyed a very pleasant 
and informative day out. 

                              Gloria Reid 

 

 

 

 

Wangaratta Adventure 

The recent Probus trip to the High Country of northern Victoria was a great success. The coach was very 
comfortable and all arrangements in regard to accommodation, meals and itinerary were very efficiently overseen 
by Joan Vella.  The weather was mostly very kind to us and we saw some wonderful countryside, with the Autumn 
colours of Bright and the beautiful town of Beechworth being memorable occasions. A highlight of the week 
however was Alan Drew who was co-opted into being the fall guy for our singer/ entertainer Lazy Harry one 
evening. His mooing and train noises were hilarious and we all fell about laughing at his disguise of Donald Trump 
wig and oversized ladies’ underwear.  

In Beechworth, Chris Dillon presided over the trial of Ned Kelly with the Rudds acting as prosecuting and defending 
solicitors respectively. Great fun was had by all, especially the policeman (Anne Dillon) and Chairman of the Jury, 
Hermione Dunbar. 

When is the next trip Joan? We are all ready to sign up again for such a great time. 

Denise Lawrence 
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Probus Debate Set for August Meeting 

Planning is underway for the 2017 Probus Debates pitting local high school teams against each other for 
the coveted Lerryn Mutton Shield.   

As Kincumber HS teacher Sarah Keeling noted: "The Probus Debates give the students the unique 
opportunity to debate before a mature, interested and discerning audience.”   

Preliminary heats for the competition will be held at East Gosford and Avoca Beach Probus Clubs on 3 and 
21 August respectively before the final at our 29 August meeting. 

 

Our challenge is to find two topics for the heats and the final of interest equally to Probus members and 
students, and which can be reasonably argued positive and negative.  “That homework should be 
abolished” would have no interest to our membership, and “That only Australian wine be served in aged 
care homes” would hardly spark notice by 14-18 year olds.  Your good ideas are most welcome. 

The debates honour Kincumber Probus member and NSW Legislator Lerryn Mutton who started the 
competition in 1993 and include teams from Kincumber and Erina High Schools, Central Coast Grammar, 
and Green Point Christian College.  Skilled professional adjudicator Sue McNeil will determine the winners 
and provide analysis of the debate performance. 
 

        

 

 As former President 
Arthur Adeney noted last 
year: “We are deeply 
impressed with the skill of 
the youthful debaters and 
the preparation they had 
put into the points and 
counterpoints made during 
the debate.” 

             Peter Park 

Share your Story 

Probus South Pacifc is looking to interview Probus members with interesting stories for upcoming editions 
of Active Retirees magazine. Perhaps someone who has done a sea change or a tree change, or developed 
a new talent or hobby in retirement. They say:  

 We are also very keen to hear from members who don't fit into these categories but feel they have an 
interesting, cover worthy story that other Probians would love to read. 

They would like suggestions including contact details for the member and a brief description of their story 
by Wednesday 14th June. All members who'd like to participate would need to be willing to take part in a 
phone interview and photoshoot at a location that suits them.  

If you would like to share your story, or nominate someone else, please see Yvonne Chandler for more 
details 

 

“Do you have a member with an interesting story? We are looking to interview members for upcoming editions of 
Active Retirees magazine. We're putting together a number of fascinating stories, including: 
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Jan Costigan                     Jenny Baker 

Irene Dunlop      Peter Park 

Rhonda Laybutt                 Ann Dillon 

Beverley Boon 

 

      

                                            

 

 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries in June 

 

Roy and Leone Bird             

 

Peter and Joy Park                                           

 

Shirley and David Casey 

 

 

 

We congratulate the following members who attained 15 years of membership in 2016 and express our 
appreciation for their service to the club through the positions they have held: 

George Costigan:  President, Treasurer and Golf Convenor 

Barry Riley:   Treasurer, Editor, Bush Walking Convenor and Web Master    

David Dunbar:  President, Vice President, Web Master, Social and Theatre Convenor 

Welcome to new members being inducted at the May meeting: 

Narelle Mayes and Bill Jackson 

Bush Walking 

Kincumba Mountain May 16 

Eighteen walkers started and 
fortuitously also finished but 
Fred’s mini group went extra 
walkabout at times! Tsk tsk!  

John Rudd distinguished 
himself as Cave Man 
extraordinaire by leading this 
challenging segment. Overall a 
lovely walk in good company with 
great weather.  Next: The Patonga 
Patrol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patonga Patrol 

Tuesday June 20th  10.30am 

This is an easy, flat walk. 

1.Convene Eve Williams Memorial 
Oval area at entrance to Patonga   
2. Wharf Wander 3. Beach Front 
Stroll   4. Foreshore Reserve 
Ramble   5. Creek Side Survey 6. 
Return via Jacaranda Avenue and 
enjoy a picnic lunch or fish and 
chips etc from nearby shops.   

Don’t forget your sun protectors, 
sensible shoes, and water ……….     

Bob Cockrane  4382 1858 

Treasurer’s Report      April 2017 

Cheque Account 

Opening balance 01.04.17    888.16 

Receipts     1184.00 

Expenses       465.40 

Closing balance     1606.76 

Add Savings Account balance   1689.98 

Total closing balance    3296.74 

                     Gerry Turner 

Note: Gerry has been away and will give the usual more complete 
statement next month. 
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Social Activities 

Tuesday 13th June  Lunch at Breakers Country Club,      

64 Dover Road, Wamberal 

Time:   12 noon 

Cost: Own expense. Specials are available 
from $10.00 

Names required: At May meeting 

Enquiries:  Alan and Isabelle Drew   

0409 989 093    

 

Wednesday 19 July  “Christmas in July” Lunch and Show  

 at the Ettalong Diggers Club  

    51-52 The Esplanade, Ettalong Beach 

The Show features Warren Williams and Lucky Starr with 
the           Jingle Bell Rock Band. 

Time:   11.30am for 12.00noon start. 

Cost: $45 which covers a two-course meal 
with     a complimentary drink on 
arrival. 

Names required: Please book at the May meeting. 

Payment: Can be made at the May or the June 
meeting, the final date for payment.  

Sounds like fun!  

Enquiries:  Yvonne Chandler 4365 2154 

             

Joan Vella  

               Social Convenor 

The Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. meets at the Kincumber Uniting Church on the fourth Tuesday of 

every month except December. Visitors are always very welcome.  

Address:     PO Box 6109, Kincumber NSW 2251  Website       www.probuskincumber.org.au 

 
This publication is solely for the information and interest of members of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. and other Probus 
Clubs in the district and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

 

Sub-Committee and Convenors 

Assist Membership John Rudd 

Bushwalking  Bob Cochrane 

Golf   Vacant   

Historian  John Rudd 

Library           Jenny Baker               

Photographers  Bill Clark  

    Diane Rudd 

Debates                              Peter Park 

Theatre   Diane Rudd  

Webmaster  Barry Riley                

Welfare Officers  Arthur Adeney  

   Gerry Turner 

Venue Officers                  Bill Clark  

   Alan Drew 

Catering Officers            Ann Dillon, 

Kay Cochrane 

 Jan Costigan 

Yvonne Kelly  

 

    Auditor 
                Alan Hurley 

 
VIVID Outing    

On the 6th June 2017 at 7.15pm we 
have 23 members doing a Tall Ships 
Dinner Cruise leaving from The Rocks 
Wharf at Circular Quay. 
Dinner and Drinks are included. 
Train leaving Gosford Railway Station at 
5 pm arriving Circular Quay at 6.40pm, 
then a leisurely stroll to the Wharf. 

Diane Rudd 

 

 

Many thanks to Allen Constructions for sponsoring the printing of this News Sheet 

http://www.allenconstructions.com.au/                info.allenconstructions@gmail.com 

 

http://www.allenconstructions.com.au/
mailto:info.allenconstructions@gmail.com
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