
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 295 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 28 October 2008 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.35 am and welcomed Members and ladies. 

Richard Collins introduced his guest, Colin Laybutt, who will be inducted into the Club at the November meeting. 

Barry Riley introduced his two guests, Allan and Hanne Blum. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins said that the Minutes of that meeting had been prepared 

with help from George Costigan and reviewed by the Committee. The Minutes were available for reading on the 

Membership table. The meeting agreed that the Minutes should be taken as read and accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel brochures. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: In Treasurer Kevin Finn’s absence, Secretary Richard advised that the Club’s finances were: 

  

Balance at 1 September 2008 $1934.03 

Income $60.00 

Expenditure $29.80 

Interest $0.00 

Balance at 31 September 2008 $1964.23 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg said that, following the low attendance at last month’s meeting, he had raised in 

his written report, and with the Committee, his view that the Club should consider becoming mixed (Combined). 

The Committee had agreed with him. Reg then moved two Motions: 

 

Main Motion: That the Probus Club of Kincumber become Combined (that is, having both male and female 

members) effective immediately. 

 

Procedural Motion: That the Motion for the Probus Club of Kincumber to become Combined lie on the table until 

the General Meeting on 27 January 2009, and be debated and voted on at that Meeting. 

 

Reg made the following comments on the Procedural Motion: 

• The Committee has sought advice from Probus South Pacific on this matter and is following that advice. 

• The effect of the Procedural Motion will be to defer debate on the Main Motion until January. 

• Deferring debate on the Main Motion ensures that the proposal for the Club to become Combined is 

discussed after careful thought and ensures that the proposal to become Combined is not rushed through. 

• There is nothing in the Constitution or By-Laws that specifies that our Club is all-male. Probus South Pacific 

has confirmed that it would not be necessary to make any change our Constitution or By-Laws for the Club 

to become Combined. Therefore, in order for our Club become Combined, a simple majority in favour of the 

Main Motion is needed, not a ¾ majority as required for Constitutional changes. 

• The next News Sheet will include a list of arguments both for and against the Club becoming Combined. 
Outstanding issues that may need to be addressed if the Club does indeed become Combined will also be 

listed. Comment would be welcome from Members on these matters. 

Both Motions were Seconded by Richard Collins who spoke in support of the Procedural Motion. Fred Leake 

expressed surprise that the Main Motion would require no change in the Club’s Constitution and asked whether there 

had ever been words in the Constitution to the effect that our Club was male. Gordon Maxwell confirmed that this 

had been the case in our early Constitution, but that these words had been removed some years ago. 

 

The Procedural Motion was accepted unanimously. 

  

Membership Report: In Membership Officer Tony Kelly’ absence, David Dennison stated that 28 Members (58% of 

the current membership), 11 ladies and 3 visitors were in attendance. There were 4 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that next Month’s talk would be by Marie 

Riley on the History of the Central Coast. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reminded members of the Christmas party at the Avoca 

Beach Bowling Club on 9 December (cost $30), and the Recovery lunch at Janet Smith’s on 13 January 2009. 



 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing additional to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Sid Holmes stated that Eunice Hodgins was in care and feeling very poorly. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard cancelled last week’s walk at Somersby Falls due to 

threatening weather (which did not eventuate!) Richard reminded members of the combined Social function / 

Bushwalking Christmas lunch at Bruce and Irene Dunlop’s place on Tuesday 18 November. He will be collecting 

names and money ($15 per head) today. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan reported the results of the Club championship. The winner was Brian Smith. 

John Mulford won the Handicap with John Orme runner-up. Roy Bird won the scratch title. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to forthcoming events listed in the News Sheet. He also 

mentioned a film at Avoca Beach Theatre on 18 November. 

 

General Business: Sid Holmes suggested three social functions for the Club: Gosford Racecourse, Davistown RSL 

Club Melbourne Cup Day, and the Sidetrack Restaurant at West Gosford. Sid also mentioned that he would undergo 

further spinal surgery in December. 

Fred Leake said that he will give next month’s Historical Presentation on the topic “Guest Speaker Shirley Sinclair”. 

 

After morning tea, President Reg first congratulated John Orme and Barbara Rushton on their forthcoming wedding. 

The meeting supported his congratulations with acclamation 

 

Reg then introduced Past President John Mulford who spoke on “Shipwrecks on the Central Coast”. John said that 

his talk had arisen out of a suggestion made to him during our March bushwalk that his detailed knowledge of the 

wreck of the PWS “Maitland” in 1898 might form the basis for an interesting Probus talk. John felt that the 

“Maitland” story per se might be a bit limited but could be expanded if he could research the extent of all shipwrecks 

on the Central Coast, place that in the context of the national shipwreck scene and then add some human interest by 

adding his own family's involvement through their lives at Pittwater and Barrenjoey Lighthouse. John said that he 

had been surprised to learn from his study of the National Data Base that there had been 7300 wrecks around the 

Australian Coast since the first recorded in 1622. There had been 138 wrecks on our Central Coast between 

Catherine Hill Bay and Barrenjoey since the first recorded in 1803. John acknowledges help from members Wally 

Tuffs, who prepared the Powerpoint presentation of photos of key ships wrecked on our Coast, and Barry Riley who 

had kindly made his projection equipment available to the Club. John then demonstrated the type of vessels which 

could not cope with our coastal conditions and geography, culminating with the graphic photos of the “Maitland” 

disaster. The wreck of the schooner “Catherine Hill” on the same night and the same storm as the most famous 

maritime disaster in Australian history, the loss of the SS “Dunbar” on South Head Sydney in 1857, with 122 dead, 

itself became part of our own folklore. The role of Norah Head and the building of the Lighthouse there became 

critical to the story. 

To give the whole talk some real life human interest, John then told us about his own great grandparents’ story, 

about their arrival in Australia in 1835 and how they purchased Currawing Beach in Pittwater to set up a commercial 

fishing operation. This led to the family finding two bodies on their beach from the wreck of the “Maitland” and the 

evidence given by family members at the Marine Board of Enquiry from their observation of the storm from 

Barrenjoey Lighthouse. 

To conclude what John felt may have been a rather sombre topic on a lighter note, John, Wally and Barry then came 

up with a pictorial of what was nearly a shipwreck, the “Pasha Bulker,” on Nobby's Beach, Newcastle, which they 

described as “Joe Tripodi's favourite photo... He salvaged it didn't he?”  

 

John’s talk was followed by a lively discussion in which some members added their own personal perspectives. Past 

President Mike Ryan thanked John for an excellent talk, remarking that we had indeed enjoyed a real treat today. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Max Newman. 
 

President Reg thanked members, Ladies and guests for their attendance. The next meeting of the Club will be on 25 

November. Marie Riley will speak about the History of the Central Coast. Reg then closed the meeting at 11.30 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Reg Davis, President ……………….. 


