
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 292 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 29 July 2008 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.35 am and welcomed Members and one lady, Dianne Rudd. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins said that the Minutes of the previous meeting had 

been made available before the meeting, and reminded Members that some parts of the Minutes, including 

this time a record of last month’s memorable trial, are now routinely included in the News Sheet. The 

meeting agreed that the Minutes should be taken as read and accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters) and operators of possible tours. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised the meeting that the details of the Club’s finances over 

the past month were as shown in the News Sheet: 

  

Balance at 1 June 2008 $2217.76 

Income $60.00 

Expenditure $162.30 

Interest $0.03 

Balance at 30 June 2008 $2115.49 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg referred to his message in the News Sheet, and then said that the Club 

needs to have replacements for membership Officer Tony Kelly and his assistant Harry Goodban who will 

both leave office soon. Reg also thanked Bruce Dunlop for continuing to arrange the morning teas. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly said that 26 Members (54% of the current 

membership) and 1 lady were in attendance. There were 8 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that future speakers will be Michael 

Ryan (September), John Orme (October) and Marie Riley (November). 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison’s thanked Barry Riley for handling the 

Club’s social activities during his absence. The balance in the Social account is $451.62. David requested 

money for the 12 August barbeque at MacMasters Beach. There will be a tour of the ABC studios on 14 

September (cost $6.50 each). He also reminded members of the Christmas party at the Avoca Beach 

Bowling Club on 9 December. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing additional to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Norm Walsh was unwell. John Orme said that the Club urgently needs to appoint a 

Welfare Officer. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins reported on the pleasant walk up Blackwall 

Mountain on 15 July. He thanked Janet Smith and Fred Leake for their hospitality – Janet’s morning tea 

and the use of Fred’s place for lunch. The next walk will be in Rumbalara Reserve on 16 September. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that Friday’s golf had been rained out. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 



Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar mentioned forthcoming events: “70 Girls 70” at the 

Laycock Street Theatre on 8 August, and “Doubt” at Woy Woy Little Theatre on 2 November. David also 

asked for material for the Club’s web site. 

 

Profile Talk: Senior Vice-President Kevin Southgate gave a most interesting account of his life. Although 

he originally studied to be an accountant, family necessities forced him to enter the milk vending business 

at the age of 15. At age 21, he owned a milk run. He married Lorraine at age 24 and lived in Ashfield and 

Carlingford. He became very involved in coaching athletics and ran country coaching schools. He initiated 

little athletics at Kenthurst – over 400 children came to the first session! At 37 he sold his milk rounds and 

joined Edgells. He subsequently moved twice and became a senior executive at Dairy Farmers. He moved 

to the Central Coast and commuted to Sydney for several years before retiring in June 2002.  Kevin and 

Lorraine have 6 grandchildren. 

 

General Business: Mike Ryan drew members’ attention to a concert by Simon Tedeschi on 14 September 

at Kincumber Uniting Church to raise money for the Friends of the Performing Arts, who are aiming to 

develop a major performing arts centre an the Central Coast. 

John Orme asked about the 2008 Membership Register. President Reg said that this will be re-distributed. 

Lerryn Mutton gave a plug for Central Coast Mariners. 

 

The meeting adjourned for morning tea at 10.15 am. 

 

After morning tea, President Reg presented a 20 year Certificate to Ken Jones and congratulated him on his 

long service to the Club.  

 

Patrick Leonard introduced our speaker, Brian Coothe from Centrelink Financial Information Services. 

Brian gave a most interesting talk about the pitfalls of investing in our retirement years. He said that the 

present single pension was insufficient to live on with reasonable quality of life and that the situation 

would almost certainly become worse in the future. Superannuation will not make a significant impact on 

the problem for about 20 years. Pensioners had been largely ignored in the last Budget, but the government 

was currently looking at addressing this. He strongly cautioned against seeking investments with large 

returns. More than 1.5% over the bank rate is too risky. He reminded us of the old adage: “If it looks too 

good to be true, it probably is.” Brian was very critical of the banks for creating the current sub-prime 

mortgage crisis. Their behaviour was reminiscent of what had occurred during the dot com crisis. Brian’s 

talk was followed by a lively question and answer session. Gordon Maxwell thanked Brian for his 

excellent presentation. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by David Dunbar. 

 

President Reg reminded Members that the next meeting of the Club will be on 26 August (ladies day and 

the schools’ debate), and then closed the meeting at 11.30 am. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Reg Davis, President ……………….. 


