
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 317 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 24 August 2010. 

 

President David Dennison opened the meeting at 9.30 am welcoming Members, their partners and guests.  He 

then handed over to Immediate Past President Kevin Southgate to chair the final of the 2010 Probus Debating 

Competition. 

 

Kevin welcomed the debating teams from Kincumber High School and Central Coast Grammar School, their 

teachers Tina Way and Emma Henshaw, and the debate adjudicator, Sue McNeil.  Kevin also noted the 

presence of several other pupils from Kincumber to observe the debate and commended them for this.  The 

topic for this Final debate would be that “Culture is more important than science” with Kincumber High School 

taking the Affirmative and Central Coast Grammar the Negative.  The meeting was treated to six high standard 

presentations addressing the issues from a very broad perspective.  While the Adjudicator was considering her 

verdict each teacher spoke for several minutes about their school. The Adjudicator congratulated both teams for 

the quality of their contributions and provided some constructive criticism.  However Sue finally determined in 

favour of the Negative.  President David presented the Shield to Central Coast Grammar School and 

commended all the participants for their contribution to a great debate.  David also expressed appreciation to 

Kevin and Lorraine Southgate for their carrying out the tasks of chairman and timekeeper respectively for the 

debate.  

 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Acting Secretary Michael Ryan read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last 

meeting.  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record on his Motion, seconded by Kevin Southgate.  There 

was no business arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Annual Report from Probus South Pacific Inc; News Sheets from eight surrounding Clubs; 

appeal letters. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts with 

unpresented cheques included in the figures: 

 

Balance at March 1, 2010       $1064.01 

                                              

                                                          Year to date                               July 

 

                                      Income          $1830.00                                 $60.00 

       

                                      Expenses       $1279.69                                 $122.80 

 

                                                            Balance at July 31, 2010      $1614.32 

Barry’s Report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: With limited time available President David did not add to his Report in the News Sheet. 

 

Membership Report:  Membership Officer Reg Davis reported that 43 members were present with 6 apologies 

and 3 visitors. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard reported that for September we would be 

fortunate to have Mike Joffe, a caricaturist and amateur historian as our speaker. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth thanked members for their support in 

participation at the Wyong Races on 13 August.  It proved to be a great day out.  There is a copy of the report 

on the day on the Club’s web page.  The next outing is to be at Alison Homestead at Wyong on 14 September 

and Ruth was seeking payment today.  With assistance from Fred Leake the outing in October will be at the 

Empire Bay Tavern.  Ruth further recommended that Members put December 14 in their diaries for the 

Christmas function. 



 

 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs drew attention to the success of this months first run of publishing the 

News Sheet using the Gosford City Council system which had included stapling. 

 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate noted Colin Laybutt’s return after eye surgery and 

also that Peter Goddard was with us today complete with new hip.  Velda Robson has completed her cataract 

removals and is glad to be back driving again.  Bruce Dunlop has recovered from his fall (and black eye) and 

Syd Holmes is about to undergo surgery.  We were delighted to have Denise Lawrence return to our 

bushwalking activities after the passing of husband Bruce. 

Lorraine also drew attention to the distribution in today’s News Sheet of a request for individual personal 

Emergency Contact Details.  This was intended to assist in the Club identifying contacts in the event of 

members suffering some illness or accident. 

 

Bushwalking Report: As convenor of the August walk Senior Vice President Rhoda Roberts thanked all those 

who participated in the Fegans Bay walk.  As co-convenor (with John) for the September spring wildflowers 

walk at Patonga Ann Mulford spoke to the details in the News Sheet and encouraged participation. 

 

Golf Report: Captain Michael Ryan noted the wonderful improvement in the conditions prevailing on our 

home course at Terrigal.  He exhorted any members contemplating returning to golf after a break away that 

there would never be a better time than now.  Diane Rudd pleaded for more ladies to join in the fun.  Wally 

Tuffs noted that Sid Holmes had a set of clubs for sale.   

 

Profile Talk: Peggy Horton commenced her most interesting talk with describing her early years in the 

Reading area outside London.  She then led us through her war years on the South Coast in Bognor Regis and 

on to Portsmouth with clear recollections of the German bombers flying overhead, life in air raid shelters, and 

the noise of Spitfires taking off from a nearby airfield.  On leaving school she did secretarial work before being 

called up into the WRAF where she served in Signals and Radar units. On demob she obtained a position with 

Police HQ in Portsmouth and then the Magistrates Office. 

She met husband-to-be John at her sister’s 21st birthday and they married after John completed his University 

electrical engineering degree, living in cities such as Rugby. They migrated to Australia in 1972 setting up 

home in Blakehurst.  She realises she has now spent almost as much time in her life in Australia as in United 

Kingdom.  Peggy told us much about her life and how she and John enjoyed life in Australia raising a family 

and then retiring to the Central Coast.  Her late husband John and herself especially enjoyed their many years in 

PROBUS very much and at one time they were simultaneously Presidents of Terrigal Ladies and Kincumber 

Mens Probus Clubs! Peggy made special reference to their enjoyment at PROBUS Rendezvous over the years 

and recalled the many friends they had made through this participation.  

 

General Business: 

 

1. President David drew attention to our need to find an auditor following on the retirement of Gordon 

Maxwell.  (At the conclusion of the meeting John Mulford agreed to fill this position). 

2. Marie Riley encouraged Peggy Horton to record for posterity the details of the wonderful life as related 

to the Club this morning.   

3. Marie went on to tell us of her latest book on which she had worked for many years, now just about to 

be launched.  On Saturday September 18 “Kincumber South Remembered.  A Social History of the 

Community and the Boys Home” will be released at the MacMasters Beach Surf Club at 2 pm. All are 

invited to attend. 

 

Lucky Door Prize was won by Kevin Finn. 

 

 

Signed as a Correct Record by ……………………………  Date………………..                                         


	Balance at March 1, 2010       $1064.01
	Income          $1830.00                                 $60.00


