
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 300 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 24 March 2009 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed Members and guests. 

 

Reg then inducted Marie Riley and Janet Smith into the Club and congratulated them. He presented a 

Membership badge to Janet to replace one stolen many years ago on a bushwalk. Reg also presented a 

Membership badge to Barbara Orme who had been inducted at the previous meeting. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record. 

 

Business arising from the Minutes: None 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel brochures; announcements of concerts. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised that the Club’s finances were: 

 

Balance at 1 February 2009 $1999.08 

Income $235.00 

Expenditure $349.85 

Interest $0.00 

Balance at 1 March 2009 $1884.23 

 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg was pleased to see George Burt back. He remarked that, at 91 years, 

George is our oldest active member. 

 

Membership Report: Acting Membership Officer John Rudd reported that 36 Members (out of a total 

membership of 60, including the 2 ladies just inducted) were present. There were 2 other guests present 

and 8 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that in April Andrew Rogers will 

speak about the Descent to the Titanic. In May, Chiropractor David Oxenham will speak and in June, Peter 

Moore will talk about his experience as a recipient of the Cochlear implant. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reported that there was currently $269.00 in 

the Social account. David thanked John and Anne Mulford for making their home available for our very 

successful 25th Anniversary lunch on 10 March. In May we will visit Walkabout Park. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Past member Murray Couttes and his wife are unwell.  Also Kevin Finn reported that 

Harry Green is not well and does not expect to be able to attend meetings of the club in the future. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard said that the March Bushwalk at the waterfront at 

Woy Woy had been very pleasant. This will be his last year as bushwalking convenor and he intends to 

revisit some of the best walks over the past few years. In April we will walk in Strickland State Forest. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan referred to the News Sheet and exhorted more members to participate 

in the golfing activities. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 



Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to the material in the News Sheet. He also has 

tickets to The Producers later in the year. 

 

Profile talk: John Rudd spoke about his life. He was born in Newcastle in 1943 and grew up in western 

Sydney. His father was a corporal in the Air Force and John’s earliest memories are of living in a Nissen 

army hut in Granville Park. He has played tennis since he was a young man and is also very keen on 

cricket. He went to Homebush Boys’ High School where he obtained the Leaving Certificate and excelled 

at cards (500 and the like) playing on the train to and from school. He started work at the Water 

Conservation and Irrigation Commission and did a four year part time course at Sydney Technical College. 

He later worked at the Department of Main Roads at Parramatta where he met Diane. After taking her 

home from a Christmas party in 1968 they were married a year later with 4 children over the next few 

years. At the DMR he worked on road, drainage and structural design. After 23 years, he moved to 

Baulkham Hills Council as Design Manager also working in project management and construction. He 

retired from there after 10 years at age 55 and subsequently has done consulting work in civil engineering 

with Diane contributing her computer aided design skills to their business. Since retiring, they have done a 

great deal of travelling throughout Australia. A few years ago they moved to their holiday house at 

Copacabana and there he met Roy Bird who introduced him to golf and then to Probus. John concluded by 

commenting that he is a descendent of Thomas Rudd who came to Australia in 1801 as a convict. Thomas 

later married Mary Cable and the couple had 10 children. John is descended from the fourth child, 

William, and our Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd is descended from the eighth child, Edward. 

 

General Business: Sid Holmes said that he is establishing a group to support stem cell research and 

encouraged members to become involved. 

 

After morning tea, the meeting adjourned for the Annual General Meeting 

 

The meeting reconvened at 11 am with newly elected president Kevin Southgate in the chair. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by John Rudd. 

 

Kevin reminded members of the next meeting on 28 April, and the Committee meeting at Patrick and 

Thelma Leonard’s place (52 Henderson Road Saratoga) at 9.30am on 7 April. 

 

President Kevin thanked Members and guests for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.10 am. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Kevin Southgate, President ……………………... 


