
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 290 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 27 May 2008 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.35 am and welcomed Members and ladies. Barry Riley 

introduced his two guests, Allan and Hanne Bloom. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins said that the Minutes of the previous meeting had 

been made available before the meeting, and reminded Members that some parts of the Minutes are now 

routinely included in the News Sheet. The meeting agreed that the Minutes should be taken as read and 

accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters); operators of possible tours, and the annual Rotary Bowelscan initiative. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised the meeting that the details of the Club’s finances over 

the past month were as shown in the News Sheet: 

  

Balance at 1 April 2008 $1920.82 

Income $610.00 

Expenditure $439.09 

Interest $0.00 

Balance at 30 April 2008 $2091.73 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg gave Members the sad news that Max Newman’s wife, Ruth, had died 

last night. Fred Leake said that he had seen both Ruth and Max on the previous Saturday and that Ruth had 

seemed very well. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly said that 32 Members (68% of the current 

membership), 17 ladies and 2 visitors were in attendance. There were 8 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that next month Helen Kale will talk 

on the subject of “Stay on your feet.” Patrick said that the talk will be of particular interest to our ladies 

and encouraged them to attend. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: In Social Convenor David Dennison’s absence, Barry Riley mentioned the 

forthcoming outings of the Club: lunch at Gosford Hotel on 10 June; lunch at the Green Point Thai 

restaurant at Green Point on 8 July; and a barbeque at MacMasters Beach on 12 August.  

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing additional to report. 

 

Welfare Report: President Reg reported that Ron Sinclair and his wife Jean had been in hospital, and that 

Mary Coleman was also unwell. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins said that last week’s bushwalk at Umina 

Waterfront had been a very pleasant outing. Next month we will have another try at the Spit Bridge to 

Manly walk that was cancelled twice last year due to rain. Richard also mentioned that the long-range 

weather forecast for late June was not encouraging. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the golfers were always looking for more starters. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis reported that the bowlers had a very good day on 22 May, even 

though our Club lost the annual Jim Price Memorial Challenge to the Avoca Beach Probus bowlers. 



 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar mentioned three forthcoming events: “The Wild West” 

Gala Concert at Gosford Leagues Club on 1 June; “Lipstick Dreams” at Woy Woy Little Theatre on 

13 July; and “70 Girls 70” at the Laycock Street Theatre in August.. 

 

The meeting adjourned for morning tea at 10.00 am. 

 

After morning tea, Richard Collins introduced our speaker, Martin Thomas, who has had a very successful 

engineering career, specialising in many different energy-related areas. Martin was a member of UMPNER 

(Uranium Mining, Processing and Nuclear Energy Review), established by the previous Government in 

2006 to report on the possible future role for nuclear power in Australia. He discussed the findings of that 

Review. His talk ranged widely over many aspects of nuclear power, including the economics and social 

acceptability of this form of electricity generation compared with other generation methods. There are 

currently 439 operating nuclear reactors in 31 countries around the world which collectively generate about 

8 times Australia’s electricity consumption. 35 reactors are under construction, 91 in the planning stages 

and a further 220 are proposed. Current designs of nuclear reactors are intrinsically much safer than early 

designs, and further advances will occur over the next decades. Although Australia has the world’s largest 

uranium reserves and is the second largest supplier of uranium in the form of yellow cake (behind Canada), 

our country’s current participation in the nuclear fuel cycle is limited to the mining and milling steps. Due 

to overcapacity in the enrichment and fuel fabrication processes, this situation is unlikely to change in the 

near future. The present Government rejects any possibility that we will have nuclear power in Australia. 

However, the Government has a goal of substantially reducing greenhouse gas emissions from current 

levels and Australia’s electricity generation needs will probably double by 2050. Martin thinks that, 

without nuclear power, it will be very difficult at any realistic cost to achieve targeted greenhouse gas 

reduction goals of 60% below present day. The cost of nuclear-generated electricity is very dependant on 

the cost of the large amount of capital needed to build the power stations. Although nuclear power is 

currently more expensive than electricity from coal, it is the cheapest low emission electricity generation 

technology. Nuclear power is likely to be cost-competitive with coal-generated electricity once modest 

carbon costs are imposed. Choosing a site for a nuclear power plant is much more a sociological and 

political challenge than a technical one. Well-proven technical solutions exist for all matters related to 

nuclear power, including the disposal and management of the small volume (relative to coal-generated 

electricity) of waste. At this stage the Australian population is far from convinced that nuclear power 

should be introduced. Beyond public acceptance, key factors for the introduction of nuclear power in 

Australia include the establishment of effective and uniform regulatory regimes, and building the work 

force necessary to construct, operate and manage nuclear installations, including the disposal of waste. 

Developing Australia’s nuclear competency therefore requires adequate training processes to be 

introduced. Undertaking sufficient local nuclear-related research and development is also critically 

important, but currently there are pressures to reduce this activity. Martin’s talk prompted several 

thoughtful and penetrating questions. In thanking Martin for his excellent presentation, Mike Ryan said 

that he had worked with him in the past and therefore had very high expectations for the talk, which had 

been met in full. 

 

The Lucky Door Prizes were won by Mione Dunbar and Fred Leake. 

 

President Reg reminded the Committee that its next meeting will be at Richard Collins’ place on 3 June. 

He also told Members that the next meeting of the Club will be on 24 June 2008 and that the July meeting 

will be one week later than normal – on 29 July. President Reg closed the meeting at 11.50 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Reg Davis, President ……………….. 


