
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 291 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 24 June 2008 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.35 am and welcomed Members and ladies. 

 

President Reg presented a 20 year Certificate to Lerryn Mutton and congratulated him on his long service to the 

Club. Lerryn responded by saying that he very much enjoyed his association with the Club. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins said that the Minutes of the previous meeting had been 

made available before the meeting, and reminded Members that some parts of the Minutes are now routinely 

included in the News Sheet. The meeting agreed that the Minutes should be taken as read and accepted as a true 

record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters); operators of possible tours, and the annual Rotary Bowelscan initiative. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised the meeting that the details of the Club’s finances over the past 

month were as shown in the News Sheet: 

  

Balance at 1 May 2008 $2091.73 

Income $150.00 

Expenditure $24.00 

Interest $0.03 

Balance at 31 May 2008 $2217.76 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg had nothing extra to report beyond his message in the News Sheet. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly said that 26 Members (55% of the current membership) and 

12 ladies were in attendance. There were 8 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that next month Brian Coothe from Centrelink 

will address the Club. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: In Social Convenor David Dennison’s absence, Barry Riley said that the lunch at Gosford 

Hotel on 10 June had been very successful with 26 people attending. On 8 July there will be a lunch at the Green 

Point Thai restaurant, and on 12 August a barbeque at MacMasters Beach.  

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing additional to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Sid Holmes advised that he will be absent for some time due to impending surgery. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins said that 10 walkers participated in all or part of last 

week’s walk from the Spit Bridge to Manly. The weather, although not brilliant, had not been bad enough to have 

this walk cancelled for the third time. Next month’s walk will be up Blackwall Mountain. Non-walkers are 

encouraged to attend and enjoy Janet Smith’s fabulous scones. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that Friday’s golf will be at Everglades due to the recent rain. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar mentioned two forthcoming events: “Lipstick Dreams” at Woy 
Woy Little Theatre on 13 July; and “70 Girls 70” at the Laycock Street Theatre in August. 

Historical Presentation: Historian Fred Leake said that this month’s historical presentation was entitled “The Right 

of Reply”, and would deal with the incident discussed at our February meeting by David Kenny. Fred said that he 

had legal advice that he would be immune from prosecution as a result of any action that ensued from today’s 

proceedings. Fred appointed President Reg as Judge in Charge of proceedings, and Gordon Maxwell as Foreman of 

the Jury (the Jury being the entire gathering). Barry Riley called for the Jury to stand as Junior Counsel, John Orme 



entered the room, resplendent in wig and gown, and carrying a pile of what he claimed to be legal tomes. John 

insisted that there be no laughing or playing of Sudoku while he argued against the allegation that the Accused, 

known by various combinations of the names Kenneth Walter Hubert Ferdinand Archibald Robson, had conspired to 

rig the award of the Lucky Door prize at a Meeting of this Club on or about seven years ago by arranging that only 

one ticket was in the container from which the winning ticket was drawn by the then Secretary David Kenny. Such 

an action, claimed Junior Counsel John O, would contravene Section 3.1.4, Paragraph (a) of the Flimsy Ticket Act 

of 1553. Junior Counsel John O stated that the case for the defence would be summed up by his learned friend, the 

Honourable John Mulford, a vastly experienced criminal lawyer after years at the Bar (not sure which Bar!) The 

Honourable John is a QC having taken Silk, and is shortly to be awarded the OBE medal. He then called the 

Accused Ken etc etc Robson to give evidence. Evidently a broken man, Ken shook as he recounted the events of that 

fateful day. However, the fragile condition of this poor man rendered much of what he said incomprehensible and/or 

inaudible. The Jury appeared unimpressed with Ken’s evidence and at least one member was seen to be playing 

Sudoku. Senior Counsel John Mulford then spoke passionately about how, as then President of the Club, this 

incident had ruined his life. He stated that he was no longer able to enjoy many of life’s simple pleasures that he 

once relished, such as household cleaning and shopping. Senior Counsel John M questioned the wording of the 

original Minutes: “highly suspicious circumstances.” He further claimed to hold the cardboard box from which the 

original ticket was drawn. A member of the Jury shouted that this could not be the case because an ice cream 

container had been used, but Senior Counsel demolished this red herring by drawing the Jury’s attention to the use of 

the word “carton” in the March Newsletter Minutes. Senior Counsel John M questioned why David Kenny had 

waited seven years before discussing this incident because the Statute of Limitations does not apply to crimes under 

the Betting and Gaming Act 1953. He summarised his arguments stating that this was “a flimsy case about a flimsy 

ticket”, and the reference to “highly suspicious circumstances” should be withdrawn from the Minutes. David Kenny 

stated that he had thought that the truth of the matter would come out at this trial, but it had not. He also said that an 

unnamed witness to the event has yet to speak, who will be recognised as one of the most truthful and respected 

members of our Club. Judge Reg allowed the Jury to deliberate for a few seconds. Based on a show of hands, the 

Jury then rejected the proposal to amend the Minutes by a decisive majority. Both Counsels foreshadowed an appeal. 

This, and David Kenny’s witness who has yet to speak, left the Jury with the strong feeling that we have not heard 

the last of this matter. 

 

The meeting adjourned for morning tea at 10.10 am. 

 

After morning tea, Patrick Leonard introduced our speaker, Helen Kale from the Northern Sydney Central Coast 

Health Service. In her talk “Stay of your feet”, Helen outlined strategies for people of our age group to remain active 

and avoid falls. Approaches that will reduce the chance of a fall in our everyday lives include removing the rugs 

from the floors of our houses, achieving adequate lighting, installing hand rails on stairs, having non-slip surfaces 

and grab rails in bathrooms, maintaining an uncluttered kitchen, having lounge chairs that are easy to get into and 

out of, ensuring that there is an accessible telephone at all times, wearing appropriate clothing and footwear, 

undertaking appropriate exercise such as Tai Chi, having regular eyesight checks, using only proper medication, and 

ensuring that outside paths and steps are well maintained and marked.. Helen gave every person a comprehensive set 

of material to reinforce her message which can be summarised as: “Falls are preventable”. Lerryn Mutton thanked 

Helen for her excellent and very relevant presentation. 

 

The Lucky Door Prizes were won by Janet Smith and Richard Collins. 

 

President Reg reminded Members that the next meeting of the Club will be one week later than normal – on 29 July, 

and then closed the meeting at 11.30 am. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Reg Davis, President ……………….. 


