
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 364 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 22 July 2014 

President John Sutton opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming members and visitors Betty and Barrie Pickersgill. 

John also welcomed those who had returned from holidays, John & Di Rudd, and Arthur Adeney.  

  

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Yvonne Chandler presented the Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 

24 June 2014.  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: Nil 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures, and an invitation from the Heart Foundation 

for members to work as volunteers during their coming campaign. Probus Club of Avoca Beach sent an invitation to 

join with them on travel activities set for 2015.  The current Probus Directory of all Probus Clubs was received with a 

covering letter.  Clubs Liaison Convenor Thelma Leonard will use the directory to help with her contact of clubs who 

may be interested in interaction activities. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following report on the current state of the Club’s finances:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2014        $350.45 

 Year to date June  

Income $1771.25 $80.00l  

Expenses $1719.69 $452.10  

  Balance $402.01 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2014        $1042.76 

 

 Year to date June    

Deposits $1210.00 Nil  

Interest 

Fees 

$12.74 

$3.00 

$4.63 

Nil 

 

Withdrawals Nil Nil  

        Balance $2262.50 

Combined net balance at June 30  2014       $2664.51 

 

President’s Report: President John Sutton referred to plans for the Bellingen trip which is progressing well.  An email 

will be sent to all participants about payment.  John asked for feedback about the changes in the Morning Tea routine, 

with positive results.  He mentioned the invitation from the Heart Foundation for volunteers and reminded members 

that this would be a personal involvement, if undertaken, and not an activity of our Club.  

Induction of new members: Joan Vella and Jeff Bradshaw were inducted as members by President John Sutton.  They 

received their badges and a copy of the Constitution.  Both expressed their pleasure at becoming Club members, 

looking forward to meeting the other members. 

Membership Report: Membership Convenor John Rudd reported that there were 58 Ordinary Members and 2 Life 

Member present. There were 11 apologies: Ralph Brown, Ineka Esveld, Colin and Rhonda Laybutt,  Mike and Heather 

Ryan, Jan Gee, Ruth Mills, Roy and Leone Bird, and Henry Rogers.  John thanked Col Laybutt for supporting him 

while he was away.      

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Assistant Speaker Convenor Hermione Dunbar reminded us that a representative from 

the Cochlear Implant program will be with us in September.  The August meeting will be the annual final of the 

Debate between two local High School teams. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Gloria Reid described our visit to the Jewish Museum, mentioning that 

the display was very well presented.  The story of the Holocaust was presented in a toned down way, but was still a 

moving experience.  We had lunch either at the Museum Café or in the Café in the park across the road.   

On August 12 we will visit the Norah Head Light house.  Details on cost, travel and lunch are available today. 

On 9 September we will be having lunch at the Empire Bay Tavern – more information next meeting.   

Editor’s Report: Nil 



Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Elizabeth Butler told of a note received from Mavis Mutton mentioning their 

happy memories of Probus. 

Bushwalking Report: Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reported that there were 16 members attending the walk to Putty 

Beach in good weather. The views were enjoyed by all.  Richard Collins will lead our walk in August around the lake 

at Avoca Beach with attention to historicalinformation.. 

Golf report:  Convenor John Rudd thanked John Orme for his role while John was away.  John told of the 9 Hole 

Terrigal Golf Course venue for golf on a Friday morning.  All are welcome to share in the exercise, fun and 

companionship of this activity.   

Theatre Report: Convenor Barbara Orme mentioned the performance at the Woy Woy Theatre attended by a group of 

our members on 10 August.  26 people have booked to attend Phantom of the Opera at performance on 2 November at 

2.00pm.  Payment of $48 per person will be collected at the August meeting. 

Music Corner:   * Central Coast Concert Band on Sunday 27 July at Gosford RSL  2.00pm 

  * Appalachian Spring 3 August 2.30pm at Gosford Anglican Church 

  * Crossroads Festival 23/24 August at Brentwood Village and Greenway Chapel 

 

Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker is pleased with the number and range of books available.  Biographies and thrillers 

were featured.  Members were encouraged to read and support the program.  

Inter Club Liaison: Convenor Thelma Leonard reported that there are 34 Probus Clubs on the Central Coast.  She is 

contacting those with very positive responses.  A monthly newsletter is being developed, and meetings with other 

Club officials are encouraging. 

Profile talk: Our member George Pendergast spoke of his life memories.  George was a good student at Parramatta 

High, later moving to study for a career in Human Resources.  Memories of an early job working for Channel 10 when 

it commenced operation are pleasant. Later he moved on to a 19 year career working for the Public Service.  A period 

of 4 years overseas travel with his wife Pam followed.  In recent years minding their grandchildren to enable their 

daughters pursue careers has also been rewarding.   

  

Debating news: Convenor Richard Collins spoke of the completed organisation of the debate.  Two heats will debate 

on the topic of Problems V Benefits of technical development.  The final to be held at our August meeting will debate 

the topic that Professionalism is ruining sport. 

News Spot: Liz Long spoke of an impression while visiting the Jewish Museum.  If you looked down from the upper 

level it was apparent that the design of the building replicated the shape of the star of David.  Anne Mulford recalled 

viewing the SBS program about the ancestors of Andrew Denton.  His story of Jewish family members who were 

victims of the Holocaust mirrored our experiences when visiting the Jewish Museum.  

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea prepared by Isabelle Drew and Wendy Coney. 

The meeting resumed at 10.30am.   

Assistant Speaking Convenor Hermione Dunbar introduced our speaker for the day - Laurie Maher from Coast 

Shelter.     

Laurie Maher: Laurie explained that Coast Shelter is a local charity to assist homelessness or ‘at risk’ people on the 

Central Coast.  40% of these are women who live in unsuitable conditions.  Laurie has been involved in the movement 

for 22 years and noted that poverty in our area is not as bad as in third world countries, but we still experience serious 

circumstances.  On the Central Coast underlying poverty tends to be camouflaged and true levels are not known. 

Various programs and needs for these programs were explained.  

Barbara Orme thanked Laurie for his presentation and presented the bottle of wine.  She reminded members that those 

interested in supporting the program could visit the website to do so. 

Lorraine Southgate  suggested that we each contribute  two cans of food to donate to the Shelter at our next meeting.   

 The Lucky Door Prize was drawn by Laurie Maher.        

President John Sutton thanked those who had helped with setting up the hall, and preparing morning tea, then closed 

the meeting at 11.30am, inviting all to lunch at the Kincumber Pub. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Sutton, President ………………………………… 



 


