
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 283 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 23 October 2007 

 

 

In the absence of President George Costigan overseas, Vice-President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 

9.30 am.  

At Reg’s request, the meeting stood in silence for one minute to honour long-standing member Alf Jones 

who passed away on 2 October 2007. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins reminded Members that the Minutes of the 

previous meeting had been made available before the meeting for reading and comment, and that some 

parts of the Minutes are now routinely included in the News Sheet. The meeting agreed that the Minutes 

should be taken as read and accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters); and operators of possible tours. Richard also advised that he had received a resignation from 

Lawrie Gillies which would be referred to the Committee. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised the meeting that the details of the Club’s finances over 

the past month were as shown in the News Sheet: 

  

Income nil 

Expenditure $65.10 

Interest $0.03 

Balance at 30 Sept 2007 $2061.18 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

Vice-President’s Report: Vice-President Reg had nothing additional to report over that in the News Sheet. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly informed members that 23 Members (45% of the 

current membership of 47) were in attendance. There were 14 apologies. The low attendance at the 

meeting was probably because of a current garden club trip to Bathurst. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: In Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts’ absence, Richard reported that speakers 

had been arranged for the last two meetings of the year. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reported that the balance in the Social 

Account was $629. David is taking bookings for the Christmas lunch on 11 December at a cost of $30 per 

person. He also reminded members of the recovery lunch at Saratoga on 8 January 2008. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Fred Leake advised that Ron Coleman is in Woy Woy hospital and welcomes visitors. 

Jack Metcalf is also in Woy Woy hospital under palliative care. 

Norm Baker and Perc Fitzpatrick said that they had not been informed that Alf Jones had died. Richard 

said that the ring-around system had been activated and apologised that something had clearly gone wrong. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins reported on the very interesting historic walk 

last Tuesday along Mann Street South, Gosford. Richard is taking bookings for the bushwalking Christmas 

lunch at Avoca Beach on 20 November at a cost of $15 per person. 

 

Golf Report: Keith Tysoe presented the report in the absence of Golf Leader Mike Ryan. Keith advised 

that next Friday’s golf will be at Everglades. 



 

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar has the tickets for “Mrs. Bailey’s Minder” at Woy Woy 

on 2 November. He is also trying to get tickets to “Billy Elliott” at the Capitol theatre in Sydney. 

David said that he is changing the Club’s server and expects a better operating web site in the future. 

 

History of the Club: Historian Fred Leake informed members that he had the 1996-2000 photo album of 

the Club available for loan. Fred then introduced Richard Collins who spoke of the history of the Club’s 

bushwalking activities. Richard commented that all bushwalks had been well documented by past 

convenors: Fred Leake from the first walk on 17 September 1991 through to 1997, John Mulford from 

1998 to 2001, Barry Riley during 2002, and Richard since 2003. In the early years, in addition to the 

regular monthly walks, Fred took the walkers away on extended 4-5 day trips: to Mittagong in 1993, Port 

Macquarie in 1994, Huskisson in 1995 and Forster in 1996. Richard said that the records clearly show that 

he is not the only bushwalking Convenor who had needed to cancel walks because of rain. Richard 

concluded by remarking that being bushwalking Convenor had been one of the most enjoyable aspects of 

his membership of our Club. 

 

Profile Speaker: Treasurer Kevin Finn gave a most interesting account of his life. Born at Randwick in 

1927, he recalls seeing the opening of the Harbour Bridge, including the famous cutting of the ribbon by 

Captain Francis De Groot. His family moved to Lindfield and he was educated at St. Aloysius and 

St. Josephs for the last two years of high school. He recalls during the Second World War seeing the 

Queen Elizabeth and Queen Mary taking troops overseas, and a Japanese reconnaissance plane over 

Sydney Harbour. Kevin had a successful career as a lawyer and has travelled extensively – to over 100 

countries. He and his wife Joan have three children and many grandchildren, and have lived at St. Ives, 

Roseville, and Northbridge. They bought a weekender at Copacabana in 1973 and moved here after he 

retired from his legal practice at the age of 69. 

 

General Business:  Norm Baker congratulated Bruce Dunlop for his contributions to the Rotary Club of 

Kincumber which has just celebrated its 25th anniversary. Bruce has been with the Club over this entire 

period, during which the Club has raised $690,000. 

 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

 

After morning tea, Richard Collins introduced the speaker Johnny Pace. Johnny gave a most entertaining 

presentation on the way that humour can be used to direct our lives in positive directions. His talk 

contained many amusing anecdotes and examples of people who had achieved at a high level through the 

power of positive thinking. John Mulford thanked Johnny for his talk, remarking that he was pleased that 

he didn’t go to Bathurst on the garden club visit, or he would have missed it. 

 

The lucky door prize was won by Wally Tuffs. 

 

Vice-President Reg Davis thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.30 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: George Costigan, President ……………….. 


