
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 394 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 18 April 2017 

The meeting was opened by President Phyl Hill at 9.30am.  Phyl welcomed members and nine visitors – 

Elaine Craig, Leni Raicon, Annette Lutz, Narelle Mayes, Bill Jackson, David Minshall, Joan Davis, Coral 

Upton, and Judy Wheatley. 

 

Anzac Commemoration:  Phyl led our thoughts with a poem, the Ode and the National Anthem led by Chris 

Dillon. 

 

Induction:  Graham and Sandra Field were welcomed as new members of our Club by President Phyl.  They 

were invited to enjoy all of the activities of the Club – especially the intellectual stimulus and social 

interaction. Badges and a copy of the Constitution were presented with a reminder to members that the green 

dot on each badge reminded existing members that they should get to know our new members. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of the March 2017 General Meeting were available.  The Minutes had 

been confirmed by the Committee and were accepted by the members.     

   

Correspondence:  A letter to PSPL from the Committee about concerns over the high increase of Capitation 

Fees was read.  The letter was signed by Past president Arthur Adeney and current President Phyl Hill. 

 

Business arising from the Minutes: Nil 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Gerry Turner thanked Carla for her help while she was away.  The Financial 

Report for the end of year AGM records was available and accepted by the members. 
 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

March  2017 

               

                                                                                Year to date 

 Opening Balance 1.03.2017           $2093.83 

 Income                                                480.00            480.00 

                                                            

Expenses                                              115.69           115.69    

                                                                                   364.31 

 

Balance                                                                   $2458.14 

 

Closing Balance 30.03.2017           2458.14                

          

Fees of $40 were collected at this meeting.   

 

 

Membership Report: Convenor Ineke Esveld reported that we had 55 

members and 4 Life Members present.  Apologies were received 

fromNanette Steanes, Wally Tuffs, Tony Kelly, Yvonne Kelly, Jeff 

Bradshaw, Sue Schmid, Kevin Southgate, Roseanna Del Villar, Di and 

John Rudd.  Ineke asked members to let her know if any contact details 

changed. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Chris Dillon thanked Hermione for her help.  

Richard Collins was our Speaker for the day.  Details about our May Speaker 

are in the Newsletter.  The topic will cover Wills, Probate and Elder Abuse.  

 

 



Social Supervisor’s Report: Carla Hurley thanked Gloria for all her support to keep the program active while 

a new Convenor is being sought.  The transition is working well with an outing planned for The Barra Farm 

in May ( a subsidised outing for members organised by Gloria, lunch at Breakers in June organised by Alan 

Drew, and a Christmas in July lunch and show at Ettalong Diggers on Wednesday July 19 organised by 

Yvonne.  Specific details for booking and payment are in the Newsletter.  The position of Social Convenor 

is still vacant.  We would love someone to accept this role. 

    

Editor’s Report:  Elizabeth Butler told us she would be presenting the Newsletter in a new format as a trial.  

There will be a survey form for you to answer so express your ideas for this new version. 

Welfare Report:  Convenors Arthur Adeney and Gerry Turner:  Arthur had no special needs for our 

members to report but reminded everyone to have their Flu vaccination as soon as they can.   

 Theatre/Trip Report:  Joan Vella gave the details for those attending the Wangaratta trip to meet at West 

Gosford with the reminder that they should be on time as the bus had a schedule for further pickups.  Phyl 

thanked Joan for her work organising this trip. 

Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker:  There are some books available.  If you have books to bring remember 

to place them on the table, but do take home any that are left at the end of the meeting.  

Bushwalking:  Convenor Bob Cochrane thanked past Convenors Barrie and Betty.  The bush walsk for May 

is  a 1 hour flat walk on Kincumba Mountain.  Full details are in the Newsletter. 

President’s Report:  Phyl announced that Rhoda Roberts has resigned from our club due to other activities 

and Phyl wanted to recognise her role as a member of the first group of women members when the club 

became combined and the first woman President.  We are grateful for her service in this way.  Phyl thanked 

the new Committee members for being willing to hold office.  We are enjoying some new innovations with 

Elizabeth’s changes to the Newsletter.  Phyl would like to see a men’s coffee club start up to allow for 

further social activity and sees more opportunities for additional new programs. 

Backchat with Fred Leake.  This is a new segment we hope to have two or three times a year when long 

standing members will recall interesting times from the past.  The name was suggested by Chris Dillon. Fred 

spoke about the beginnings of the club which was initiated by the Rotary Club of Kincumber on 27 March 

1984.  The old record of activities is very interesting.   Fred showed pages from early minutes – so carefully 

handwritten and retained as a record .  The club was officially a male club and the ninth set up in the Central 

Coast.  Members were invited though an ad in the paper and the average age of these members was younger 

than of our present membership.  Partners of the members were a force from the beginning - enthusiastic ‘de 

facto’ members who can claim much credit for the success of the club.  Irene Dunlop helped with the 

morning tea and was interviewed by Fred about that day.  We are fortunate to still have some of the original 

members with us today.  They have much to offer. 

 

General Business:  Ann Dillon promoted a special evening to be held by the Ladies Social Club at 

MacMasters Beach.  It will be a Sing Along with Trivia evening and Ann has tickets at $15 each for anyone 

interested.  It starts at 6.30 pm and supper will be served. 

  

We broke for Morning Tea. 

Speaker: Our own member Richard Collins spoke about ‘The Ride of His Life’  which explained the work 

and technology used at the University of Sydney to thermally insulate windows using the technique of 

Vacuum Glazing.  This project was developed in Sydney in 1988, achieving fascinating results .  Previous 

experiments had not developed a sample such as the one developed by Richard , his student leader Stephen 

Robinson and the group of student colleagues.  Through much painstaking, highly skilled and dedicated 

work successful samples were developed, problems addressed and solved until it became possible to 

commercialise the product.  With no market in Australia, over time a relationship with Japanese partners 

finally reached the stage where the product (Spacia) could be launched in 1996.  Future developments to 

improve and reduce costs are now in place.  In May Richard will present a paper in Finland as part of this 

ongoing work. Such a success and innovation can be directly attributed to the quality of team work and the 

dedication students showed to their task and Richard’s leadership.   

 



Vote of thanks:  Arthur Adeney thanked Richard for his informative talk of how he worked with good 

friends to help keep us warm with sophisticated insulation.  A bottle of wine was presented to Richard. 

 

Draw lucky door prize:  The Lucky door prize was drawn by Richard and won by George Costigan.. 

 

 

 

President Phyl closed the meeting at 11.45am thanking all who helped with the morning’s activities  She 

reminded members that lunch would be held at Kincumber Pub.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Phyl Hill, President ………………………………… 


