
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 342 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 25 September 2012 

In President John Rudd’s absence on a trip to Africa, Vice President Thelma Leonard opened the meeting at 

9.30am, welcoming Members and guests Ed Board and George and Pam Pendergast.  

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes 

were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs, travel brochures, communications from Probus 

Centre on future changes in the Constitution, and about issuing plastic cards to all Probus members. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2012        $1075.00 

 Year to date August 

Income $2420.00 nil 

Expenses $1749.93 nil 

Balance at 31 August 2012       $1745.07 

Barry’s report was accepted. Barry also thanked Kevin and Lorraine Southgate for handling his and Marie’s 

responsibilities during their absence last month. 

President’s Report: Vice President Thelma said that matters relating to Probus membership cards, including 

the suggested purchase of management software and a card reader, will be considered at the next Committee 

meeting. Thelma also said that Anne Swan had resigned from our Club so that she can attend the same 

Probus club as her partner At its next meeting the Committee will consider how we should manage theatre 

and entertainment matters. Thelma encouraged Members to think about serving on the next Committee, to 

be elected at the March 2013 AGM. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett reported that there were 45 Members present out of a 

total membership of 67, and 3 visitors. There were 9 apologies: from Bruce Dunlop, John and Diane Rudd, 

Annette Pagett, Robyn Armitage, Nanette Steanes, Jill Smith, Gerry Turner and Denise Lawrence. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today Richard Collins will speak on 

the greenhouse effect. In October Doug Edwards will tell us about his life as a submariner, and in November 

Dr Ibtihal Samarayi will speak about her experiences as a refugee. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth thanked Kevin and Lorraine for handling the 

Social responsibilities when she and Reg were away last month. On 9 October we will visit the Reptile Park. 

On 20 November we will have our traditional bush picnic at MacMasters Beach Surf Club. Our Christmas 

lunch will be on 11 December. David Dennison is planning to participate in a day sailing trip on the James 

Craig on 26 October and invited others from the Club to join him. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate reported that Bruce Dunlop has had an operation 

and has developed some complications. Ken and Velda Robson still having tests. The Club sent a sympathy 

card to Joan Maxwell following Gordon’s death, and a congratulatory card for Keith and Bev Tysoe’s 60th 

wedding anniversary.  

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate said that last Tuesday we enjoyed a very 

pleasant walk along the Woy Woy waterfront. He thanked Janet Smith for the splendid morning tea and 

pumpkin scones that she had served after we reached her place. Next month Heather and Mike Ryan will 

lead a walk from Adcock Park around Fagans Bay. Kevin invited all Members to the 20 November bush 

picnic at MacMasters Beach. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan referred to the report in the News Sheet. The Championship round of 

the golfing group will be held at Terrigal Golf Course at 1.15pm on Friday 26 October. 

Five minute talk: John Sutton spoke about the origins of the names of the three train stations between Woy 

Woy and Gosford. Koolewong means “place of koalas”. Tascott is named after Thomas Alison Scott who 

first settled the area. Born in Glasgow in 1777, Scott worked in the West Indies and visited America before 



coming to Australia in 1816. In 1820 he went to Tahiti and then Raiatea where he established a sugar cane 

plantation. He subsequently grew sugar and tobacco at Port Macquarie. Despite having produced substantial 

sugar cane – probably the first to be grown in Australia – in 1830 he was dismissed and the venture 

subsequently failed. He received a grant of land beside Brisbane Water on which he grew sugar cane, 

tobacco and bananas. He supplemented his income by holding government positions of Postmaster, Clerk of 

Petty Sessions, and also Poundkeeper and Coroner for a time. Later he received awards for his pioneering 

work. At the age of 52 he married 16 year old Mary Anne Crone and they subsequently had 12 children. He 

died in 1881 at age 105. Point Clare seems to have been named by Scott’s neighbour, Peter Fagan – an 

Irishman from County Clare. 

General Business: Thelma drew Members’ attention to the item in the News Sheet about Marie and Barry 

Riley’s granddaughter Ashleigh Mounser who has won the prestigious Herald’s “Young Writer of the Year” 

award for her short story. Thelma encouraged all Members to inform us of similar achievements. 

Mike Ryan invited Members to attend a performance of the Sydney Welsh Choir at Kincumber Uniting 

Church at 2.30pm on 21 October. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

After morning tea, Thelma particularly welcomed Lerryn Mutton who had not been able to attend meetings 

for some time. The Minister of Kincumber Uniting Church, Rev Dr Kenneth Brown, then welcomed the 

Club to the church and said that he was very pleased that we were making use of the facilities. 

Speaker: Marie Riley introduced Richard Collins who spoke on “Global Warming, the Carbon Tax, and all 

that”. Like many people, Richard found it difficult to understand global warming issues. He studied the 

literature on this topic for 3 years before feeling able to give this talk. The earth’s average temperature is 

determined by the balance between absorbed solar energy and infrared energy radiated to space. Greenhouse 

gases in the upper atmosphere, including carbon dioxide, absorb part of this infrared energy. About half of 

this absorbed energy returns to earth, increasing its temperature. Without this greenhouse effect, the earth 

would be too cold to be habitable. Well validated measurements show that the amount of greenhouse gases 

in the atmosphere are increasing, the earth is warming, and the sea level is rising, all at an increasing rate. 

Climate scientists have concluded that human activity is responsible for most of the increase in greenhouse 

gases since the industrial revolution, and that most of the current warming and sea level rise is caused by this 

increase. Richard argued that the rigorous, peer reviewed process for generating new science makes it 

inconceivable that these conclusions could be substantially incorrect – global warming is not a conspiracy. 

The two major causes of increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide are burning fossil fuels to produce energy, 

and deforestation. There have been intensive efforts to develop alternatives to fossil fuels since the first 

energy crisis in the early 1970s. Despite this, no technology exists that could significantly decrease their use. 

The Carbon Tax aims to increase the cost of energy so that we use less, and cleaner energy alternatives will 

become more economic. However, the necessary reductions in energy use are so large that the current Tax 

will have little impact. Moreover, energy use in the developing nations will increase greatly as their standard 

of living improves. Richard believes that to solve this problem society must abandon its fixation on 

continuous, energy-based economic growth, and the population of the earth must substantially decrease. 

Following an extensive period of discussion, Mike Ryan thanked Richard for a stimulating talk. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by David Butler. The bottles of wine for David and Richard will be 

presented at the next meeting. 

Thelma thanked David and Joyce Kenny for helping Pat Fordham with morning tea, and all the helpers for 

setting up the venue for the meeting. In Pat Fordham’s absence, Barbara Orme will organise morning tea at 

the next meeting. Rhoda Roberts and Anne Mulford volunteered to help her. George and Jan Costigan 

volunteered to help set up the venue at the next meeting. 

Thelma thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.55am. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Rudd, President …………………                           


