
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 346 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 22 January 2013 

 

President John Rudd opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming Members and guests Susan Schmid, Cecilia 

Donnelly, Jenny Godfrey, Alan and Isabelle Drew, Pat Perrin and Wendy Coney. He also requested that 

mobile phones be turned off. 

The meeting then stood for one minute’s silence in respect for George Burt and Robyn Armytage who 

passed away recently. 

John then inducted Ralph Brown and welcomed him into the Club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes 

were accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: None.  

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs, travel brochures, brochures on Probus South Pacific 

Limited travel insurance and the Probus Member Benefits Scheme, Christmas card from Peggy Horton. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Balance at 1 March 2012        $1075.00 

 Year to date December 

Income $2600.00 nil 

Expenses $3076.15 $1060.10 

Balance at 31 December 2012       $1598.85 

 

Barry noted that in December $1000.00 was transferred from the Club’s cheque account to a separate 

interest-bearing savings account. This transfer is included in the Expenses and Closing Balance figures on 

today’s report. In future reports, the Closing Balance will include funds in both accounts. Barry’s report was 

accepted. Barry also informed Members that at its December meeting the Committee had decided to 

recommend to the March AGM that fees for next year should be set at $40.00. 

President’s Report: President John reminded everyone of the importance of looking after visitors and new 

members. John also announced that after the February meeting we will have lunch at Kincumber Hotel to 

farewell Heather and Michael Ryan who will shortly move to Sydney. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett reported that there were 44 Members present out of a 

total membership of 66 (both figures including Ralph Brown inducted at the today’s meeting), and 7 visitors. 

There were 8 apologies: from Janelle and George Costigan, Jean Johnson, Diane Rudd, Bev and Keith 

Tysoe, John Mulford and Rhonda Laybutt. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today Steve Yeomans will speak on 

the Panama Canal. In February we will have a speaker from Vision Australia. Although we normally do not 

have a talk at the March meeting, Marie has arranged for Pat Skehan to speak briefly about the book “Lest I 

Forget” that she has ghost written for Lerryn Mutton about his war experiences. In April Diane and John 

Rudd will speak about their trip to South Africa, and in May we will have a return visit from Little Pattie. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that Christmas lunch on 11 December 

at Tree Tops restaurant had been most successful, with excellent food and company. 16 people attended the 

January Recovery lunch beside Janet Smith’s place on the Woy Woy waterfront that was delayed for a week 

due to hot weather. In February we will visit the Heart Research Institute in Newtown. In March Ruth has 

arranged a visit to Margins mushroom farm and in April we will visit to the Alexander the Great exhibition. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate said that it was great to see Hermione Dunbar and 

Gloria Reid here today with their new hips. Peggy Horton is still convalescing after surgery. As reported in 



the News Sheet, Ken Robson is recovering well, but Velda has had a bad fall and is awaiting surgery. 

Sympathy cards have been sent to the Burt family and to Max Newman. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate reported that bushwalking will resume in 

March when Marie and Barry Riley will lead a walk around Watson’s Bay. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that his 6 year term as golfing organiser is coming to an end, and 

that John Rudd will take over from him shortly. The golfing group is always looking for new players. 

Theatre Report: No report. 

Five Minute Talk: Hermione Dunbar spoke about the origins of her name. The name Hermione comes from 

Greek mythology. She was unaware that it was an unusual name until about age 7, when she joined a new 

school and the children asked where she came from. She gets many variants of her name, and answers to 

them all, except Min. The origin of her name goes back to 1914 when her grandfather served on the ship 

HMS Hermione. Apparently, there is always a ship of that name in the Royal Navy. Her grandmother gave 

the name to her first daughter (Hermione’s mother), and then insisted that her first granddaughter should 

have the name too. Hermione concluded by saying that she is now fond of her name. 

General Business: Richard Collins drew the attention of Members to the AGM notice in the News Sheet. He 

has Nomination forms available. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Speaker: Marie Riley introduced Stephen Yeomans who spoke about his transit of the Panama Canal. 

Stephen is an engineer with many years teaching and research experience at the University of NSW and the 

Australian Defence Forces Academy. For many years when teaching students, he has used the Panama 

Canal as an example of outstanding engineering. Sailing through it had long been on his bucket list. His wife 

Susan (who is also Past President Reg Davis’ daughter and was present at the meeting), arranged for him to 

fulfil his wish, but it was done as a complete surprise. He arrived at Sydney airport not even aware that they 

were travelling overseas. Only after boarding their cruise ship in Los Angeles did he find out that they were 

to transit the Panama Canal. Canals are a very old form of technology. As early as the 6th century BC, the 

Chinese built very long north-south canals to transport goods between their mainly east-west flowing rivers. 

The idea to build a canal across the Isthmus of Panama was first proposed in the 1860s following the 

construction of a railway a few years earlier. The first serious attempt to build a canal was by the French in 

the 1880s. It was to be a sea level canal and failed because of the very poor terrain, soft soil, and tropical 

diseases, primarily malaria. Over 20,000 men died and the project was abandoned after 7 years, with 

financial losses bankrupting the company and nearly making the French Government insolvent. In 1903, the 

US Government engineered the independence of Panama from Columbia, and in 1907 it signed an 

agreement with the Panamanian Government to build a lock-based canal. The canal was opened in 1914 at a 

cost of US$400M. In addition to eradicating tropical diseases carried by mosquitos, the construction 

involved many engineering innovations, including new methods for transporting the huge amounts of waste 

soil to build a dam to store water from the Chagres River, and the development of a new type of floating 

lock gate. The designers showed great foresight by making the locks much larger than the shipping of the 

time – they are 1000 feet long, 110 feet wide and 70 feet deep. A whole class of Panamax ships has been 

built specifically sized to fit into the Panama Canal locks. New locks, designed to accommodate ships up to 

1500 feet long, are currently being built and will be completed in 2014. The transit of the canal takes about 

8 hours and currently costs about $400,000 for a large cruise ship. Stephen illustrated his talk with some 

excellent photos, some historical, and many that he took on his “trip of a lifetime”. In thanking Stephen for 

an enthralling talk, Michael Ryan commented that, in addition to being an outstanding communicator, he is a 

world expert in his field of corrosion of metals. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Arthur Adeney. 

John thanked all who had helped with morning tea and setting up the venue for the meeting.  

John reminded members of forthcoming activities and meetings. He then thanked Members for their 

attendance and closed the meeting at 11.20am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Rudd, President …………………                           


