
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 358 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 28 January 2014 

President Thelma Leonard opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming Members and visitors Roseanna Del Villar, Ed 

Board and Elizabeth Long.  

To honour Australia day, the meeting stood and sang the National Anthem. 

Thelma then congratulated Marie Riley for the award of her Medal for the Order of Australia in recognition of her 

services to the community, particularly as a historian and author. The meeting supported her with acclamation. 

Thelma inducted Lawrie and Jan Gee and welcomed them to the Club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: None 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures; correspondence from PSPL about fees for 

2014 – 2015; card from Max Newman thanking the Club for the good wishes on the occasion of his 90th birthday. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following report on the current state of the Club’s finances:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $312.58 
 Year to date December  

Income $3080.00 nil  

Expenses $3009.21 nil  

  Balance $383.37 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $1006.14 

 Year to date December  

Deposits $500.00 nil  

Interest $32.22 $2.28  

Withdrawals $500.00 nil  

        Balance $1038.47 

Combined net balance at 31 December 2013       $1421.84 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. Barry said that the Committee would consider the fee increases by PSPL at its meeting 

next week. 

President’s Report: Thelma thanked everyone for their good wishes and support during Patrick’s hospitalisation. She 

said that he is steadily improving. She referred to her report in the News Sheet. She then spoke about the concern over 

matters relating to the way in which Probus South Pacific Limited is being run, and the formation of a group that seeks 

to reform the organisation. Most of the grievances expressed by the Reform Group appear warranted. However, the 

documentation that they have produced does not inspire confidence in their ability to effect change. There is also 

concern that PSPL appears unwilling to negotiate with the Reform Group. This is leading to the real possibility of 

litigation, the cost of which will eventually be borne by individual clubs. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that there were 55 Ordinary Members (including 1 Life 

Member) present out of a total membership of 75 (both figures including today’s inductees). There were 10 apologies: 

from Ann Madin, Patrick Leonard, Irene Dunlop, Col and Rhonda Laybutt, Ineke Esveld, Lawrie McClure, Ralph 

Brown, Gloria Reid and Jenny Baker. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that in February there will be a talk by John Sharples 

about the Men’s Shed. She is trying to have the Singing Hands Choir to perform at our April meeting. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reported that 31 people had attended the Recovery 

lunch on 14 January. In February we will visit the Lucy Osborne Museum in Macquarie Street. In March there will be 

an inter-club Friendship lunch at Breakers Country Club, and in April a trip to Newcastle is planned. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Elizabeth Butler said that we all send our best wishes to Patrick for a speedy 

recovery. It is good to see Lorraine Southgate and George Costigan here. She received a card from the Robsons 

thanking the Club for their good wishes. 



Bushwalking Report: John Sutton reported that bushwalking will resume in March with a walk at The Entrance north 

to Sensory Garden. 

Golf Report: Golf Organiser John Rudd advised that the golfers had enjoyed a very pleasant lunch at which the annual 

awards were presented. The winners were: Net score: Di Rudd; Gross score: Wally Tuffs. John exhorted golfers of 

any standard to join their happy group. 

Theatre: Barbara Orme spoke about next year’s season of plays at Woy Woy Little Theatre. She also mentioned 

several forthcoming Gosford Musical Society productions at Laycock Street theatre: Crazy for You, Annie, and 

Phantom of the Opera. 

News Spot: Fred Leake thanked all for their good wishes and concern about Janet Smith. At 92, her physical health is 

very good, and she is “happy in her bliss” at Jamieson House at Beecroft. 

General Business: Kevin Southgate said that at the Recovery Picnic we had passed the hat around for money to 

support John Orme in his time of distress over the performance of the English Cricket Team. The collection had raised 

$1.08 which had been used to purchase a box of Kleenex tissues. Kevin presented this sympathy gift to John. 

Profile talk: Sue Schmid spoke about a trip that she and her husband Gunter made to Alaska 2 months ago. The 

principal motivation for the trip was to meet with her sister-in-law who had been adopted out as a baby over 60 years 

ago. They re-established contact with her through Facebook. During the trip, they all travelled together through the 

mountains of Alaska. Sue and Gunter then farewelled their new-found relative and took a Princess cruise through the 

Inside Passage. They were surprised and delighted to meet up again with her sister-in-law after the cruise. It is 

extraordinary that they have established contact after so long, and their association will continue soon to Australia. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Debate: Armed with enthusiasm, talent and effective preparation our debating teams gave us thoughtful and 

interesting presentations on the topic “That professionalism is ruining sport”.  The adjudicator was Paul White (a 

teacher recently retired from Erina High), convenor Thelma Leonard, and time keeper Sue Schmid. 

The affirmative team, consisting of Diane Rudd, John Mulford and Michael Ryan argued that professionalism was 

harming sport – leading to the use of performance enhancing drugs, gambling and playing with injuries which could 

result in permanent damage to their bodies.  The pressure of facing life after such high pressure sport was detrimental, 

frequently leading to anxiety or loss of identity.  The addition of extra sports coaches and administrators, talent scouts 

and media influence played a significant part in taking the fun out of sport due to professionalism. 

Rhoda Roberts, John Orme and Richard Collins argued the negative case.  They spoke of how professionalism had 

changed sport rather than ruining it.  The benefits could be seen in the development of higher athleticism and 

provision of employment for support personnel.  Participants could come from wider socio economic groups because 

of the financial support sportsmen and women needed, removing the aspect of discrimination.  They concluded that 

professionalism enhanced sport – not ruined it. Paul’s adjudication praised the professionalism and competence 

showed by the participants. He particularly noted that the level of connectivity between speakers and the audience was 

very good.  He commented on the quality of presentations, highlighting intelligent, broad and detailed points used. 

The negative side was declared the winner because they raised more valid points and presented stronger rebuttals. 

Thank you to all who made this debate an enjoyable experience.      

The Lucky Door Prize, drawn by Paul White, was won by Fred Leake. 

Thelma thanked all for their attendance and contributions, particularly in setting up for the meeting and helping with 

morning tea. She reminded members about the lunch at Kincumber pub afterwards. She then closed the meeting at 

11.40am. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Thelma Leonard, President …………………                           


