
The pet doesn't match the new decor of our home. David spoke of some specific cases where the RSPCA 

has taken animals in poor condition and found good homes for them. In fact only about half of the dog 

surrendered to the RCA are able to be adopted. RSPCA maintains Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 319 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 26 October 2010. 

 

President David Dennison opened the meeting at 9.30 am welcoming Members. At his request, Rhoda Roberts 

introduced her guests, Phill Hill and Hugh Edwards. 

 

David then Inducted John and Helen Sutton into the Club and congratulated them. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel material; breast cancer screening information 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2010        $1064.01 

 

 Year to date September 

   

Income $1845.00 $0.00 

Expenses $1357.84 $78.15 

   

Balance at 30 September 2010         $1551.17 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President David emphasised again that the purpose of Probus was fun, friendship and 

fellowship. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Reg Davis said that there were 41 Members present out of a total 

membership of 63, and 3 visitors. Apologies were received from Len Fricker, Peggy Horton, Harry Green, Bev 

Tysoe and David Kenny. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that today’s speaker will be Denise 

Lawrence. In November we will hear from Debbie Spencer from the RSPCA and in January the talk will be by 

a behavioural optometrist. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth thanked Fred Leake for organising the October 

lunch at Empire Bay Tavern. The November Social function will be combined with the Bushwalking Bush 

Feast at Dingledei Reserve on 16 November. The Christmas Garden Party will be on 14 December – Ruth 

needs the $30 payment by the November meeting. The recovery picnic will be held in January. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report.  

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate reported that Sadie Cummings was unwell and Bruce 

Dunlop had to go to hospital today. Fred Leake reported that David Lester has had a minor stroke. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking convenor Richard Collins said that last Tuesday 11 of us enjoyed a very 

pleasant walk beside the waterfront at The Entrance. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan reported that the annual Club Championship will tee off at 9.30am on 

Thursday 11 November. He also asked to meet prospective participants in the golf/bushwalking holiday at 

Blackheath from 29 March to 1 April 2011. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar reported that the final theatre event for the year will be The 

Spider’s Web at Woy Woy Little Theatre. 

Historical Presentation: Historian Fred Leake presented some memorabilia from the Club’s early days, drawn 

from Minutes of meetings and News Sheets. Of the original 27 Foundation members in 1984, 8 became 

Presidents and 6 became Life Members. Regrettably, David Lester and Bruce Dunlop are the only Foundation 

Members that are still with us. Fred reported that at the second meeting of the Club, our first President, Alan 



Lucre, presented the Club with the brass bell that is still used today. In early 1985, the Club obtained through 

our Federal Member Barry Cohen, the Minister for the Arts, Heritage and Environment, the flag that is still 

used at each meeting. Ron Coleman initiated the practice of preparing booklets containing each year's News 

Sheets. Fred then read from an amusing statement written by Ron when he retired after 3½ years as Social 

Convenor and John Steanes took over. Ron reflected on the training that he had received from “the Master” 

(Norm Baker), and encouraged Members to participate in John’s first outing – a barbeque to which we were 

invited, and to “bring the little lady, friend or whatever”. Fred then read from a report of our sixth President 

Ken Secker, written in 1989. Ken had been thinking about the origins of previous Presidents and listed them as 

follows: Alan Lucre was Australian born and bred, Tom Barnett was a Scot born in Aberdeen, Jim Price came 

from Wales, Norm Baker and Keith Judd were both Australian, and Ken himself was an Englishman from 

Devonshire. Ken speculated that in 10 to 20 years perhaps the Club would have a President from Eastern 

Europe or Asia. Fred said that that 7 of our Presidents had come from the UK, one was born in Tonga (Keith 

Judd) and our present President is from New Zealand. In his June 1989 report, Ken Secker said that when he 

had come to Australia in 1983 he had to choose a place to live. After looking widely, he settled on Kincumber, 

moving here in March 1984. A few days after he moved to Kincumber he saw a notice in the paper about a 

meeting to establish our Probus Club. He attended that meeting and became our first Secretary. Probus clubs 

were first formed in Surrey England, not far from where he had lived. He said that joining Probus was one of 

the best things that he ever did, because in a very short time he had 70 friends in the area plus their ladies. Ken 

liked to think that Kincumber Probus Club is one of the best Probus clubs on the Central Coast. 

General Business: President David asked for volunteers to serve as Assistant Social Convenor., and a Junior 

Vice President for next year. 

Sid Holmes advised that he is about to have surgery. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Guest Speaker: After morning tea, Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard introduced Denise Lawrence who spoke 

about her husband and Member Bruce who died recently. Denise said that Bruce was a quiet man with a dry 

sense of humour who enjoyed our Probus meetings a great deal. When he joined Kincumber Probus Club in 

2000, his health was deteriorating. Despite 10 years of ill-health he never complained, and retained his humour 

and intellect right to the end of his life. Bruce made his living as a musician and an artist – an unusual 

combination – and he had an international reputation in both fields. He achieved a great deal during his life, but 

he never involved himself in such mundane matters as household chores or financial management. Bruce was 

always immaculately dressed, a habit that came from his father and grandfather. He despised pretensions – 

when Denise first brought him home, he didn't impress her mother at all. Bruce composed many different types 

of music including cello pieces for Denise to perform. During his last two years he wrote some of his best 

music, much of which were commissioned pieces. Denise played recordings of several pieces of music written 

by Bruce, including Toccata, played by pianist Aaron McMillan who tragically died at the age of 30. This piece 

was composed specifically to be included in a collection of music by Australian composers in the Great Library 

at Alexandria. She also played a piece composed by Bruce for contra bass flute. Bruce received his music 

education first at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and then the Royal College of Music in London. Denise 

met Bruce in Sydney where he became her accompanist and then mentor. He took Denise to London for further 

study, and they were married in Europe. After this they had eight years of intensive work, including concert 

tours. However, having started a family, they decided to return to Australia where Bruce became Head of Music 

at Knox Grammar School. As a painter, Bruce inherited his talents from his father George Feather Lawrence, 

and they held many joint exhibitions. In contrast to his music, Bruce’s painting training was informal. He 

tended to paint in bursts of creativity, often finishing a whole painting in two days. Denise showed some 

examples of Bruce’s original music compositions – these beautifully written manuscripts reflected his 

extraordinary artistic skills. She also showed photographs of some of his paintings, many of them landscapes, to 

the accompaniment of Bruce's composition Rhapsody for Jack. To conclude her talk, Denise read a lovely 

poem of tribute to Bruce accompanied by a piece that he had written in memory of his father. Richard Collins 

thanked Denise for a truly outstanding talk. 

President David thanked Barbara Orme and Col Laybutt for helping Marie Riley at morning tea. Rhoda Roberts 

and David Dunbar volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Wally Tuffs. 

President David reminded members of the next General Meeting on 23 November. He thanked members for 

their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.15am. 

 

 



Signed as a correct record: David Dennison, President …………………                           


