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GENERAL MEETING (No. 226): 28th January, 2003 
 
Minutes of General Meeting no. 226 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach Bowling & 

Recreation Club on Tuesday, 28th January, 2003.  
President Nev Owen opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the members and visitors, David Dennison 

and Harold Goodman. The National Anthem was sung, led by Peter Moore.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary and confirmed on a motion from David Kenny 

and seconded by Brian Smith. There was no business arising and no correspondence.  
Treasurer's Report: Max Newman presented his financial report showing a closing balance of $2250.67 for the 

Administration Account and a closing balance of $1457.65 for the Social account.  
The Treasurer's report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by John Horton.  
President's Report: In the absence of Welfare Officer Colin Sheumack, President Nev reported on the illnesses 

of many members including Forbes Smith, Jack Metcalf, Brian Smith, Keith Tysoe, Dave Kenny, Perc Fitzpatrick, 
John Horton, and David Lester's gout. President Nev also recorded the passing away of previous member Noel 
Smith.  

Members are reminded that the elections of office bearers would be held in March and nomination forms 
available from the Secretary are required by the February meeting.  

Membership Officer Ken Robson reported that we have 10 apologies and present were 1 life member, 60 
members and 2 visitors, representing 75% of our membership.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts reported that today’s speaker would be Little Pattie.  
Social Convenors Harry Green and David Dunbar reported on a successful picnic at Davistown in January.  
36 names are recorded for the Annual Holiday to Crescent Head and members going should become familiar 

with the allocated pick up points.  
David Dunbar is arranging a champagne breakfast at his house in February; and a Hunter Valley wine tasting in 

April. 
Golf Captain Keith Tysoe announced that due to a clash of dates with members going to Mamma Mia, he has to 

change the Golf Presentation Lunch from 19th February to 26th February.  
Theatre Party Organiser John Horton presented his report as in the Newsletter.  
Computer Guru Ed Board reported that 1/3 of our members were now in the Computer Skills Exchange Group 

and that a special meeting would be held after the AGM at the Avoca Beach Bowling Club. 
General Business: Past President Gordon Maxwell was presented with a special trophy for achieving a hole in 

one at a recent golf competition.  
After morning tea Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts introduced Little Pattie, who spoke emotionally of her 

experiences in entertaining the troops in Vietnam in 1966. Patricia was warmly thanked by Murray Coutts.  
The lucky door prize was won by Len Fricker and after hearing President Nev's thoughts for the month, the 

meeting closed at 11.35 am.  
 

  



COMMITTEE MEETING: 4th February, 2003 
 
The Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the home of Audrey and 

Nev Owen at Henry Kendall Village at Wyoming on Tuesday, 4th February, 2003. 
President Ney Owen opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the Committee. Those present were 

President Nev Owen; Vice Presidents Forbes Smith and Mike Ryan; Secretary David Kenny; Treasurer Max 
Newman; Membership Officer Ken Robson; Editor Eric Waldegrave; Social Convenors Harry Green and David 
Dunbar; Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts; and Immediate Past President John Mulford.  

The Minutes of the previous committee meeting were read by the Secretary and confirmed on a motion from 
David Kenny and seconded by Mike Ryan.  

Matters Arising: The Secretary thanked Eric Waldegrave for printing the relevant Privacy Act Clauses on future 
membership applications and membership lists as recommended by Probus Centre South Pacific.  

The Secretary reported that there was a small group of Probus members who were organising a trip to Norfolk 
Island during the third week in August 2003, some of which may take advantage of the Probus Travel Insurance.  

All other matters arising from the minutes were dealt with in the various reports.  
Correspondence: Newsletters from the other Probus Clubs this month will be given to Barry Riley to help him to 

prepare for his new job; a letter sent to Avoca Beach Bowling Club accepting their request to change our meeting 
date on 26th August, 2003 to 2nd September, 2003 so that we can have the whole auditorium for our ladies day 
and school debate. Avoca Beach Bowling Club has replied confirming the change of date. Lerryn Mutton has been 
contacted as regards the debate date change and has assured us that there is no problem. We should now let our 
members know and constantly remind them of the change as the debate gets nearer.  

The Secretary tabled some administration advice from Probus Centre South Pacific with some of the highlights 
as follows:  

Our comprehensive Insurance Policy for $20 million does cover visitors (named as participants) as well as, of 
course, Ordinary members, Life Members, Spouses and Partners of members, volunteer workers and Guest 
Speakers and includes member to member liability and assault and battery committed by other Club members 
but does not include damage to registered Motor Vehicles as was suffered by some members at a recent 
Bushwalk.  
All claims are subject to $1000 excess.  
The personal accident policy only covers members up to the age of 90 years and we should advise members of 
this.  
Permanent and incurable insanity is also covered.  
Money in Transit up to $20,000 is covered, including at the Treasurer's and Social Convenor's residence for 48 
hours before banking with an excess of $1000 for each claim.  
The travel insurance will be reviewed and details will be confirmed prior to the 1st July, 2003 (which may be 

too late for the Norfolk Island travellers).  
Our Comprehensive Insurance contributions have increased from $1.00 to $2.20 per member, our 

Administration Capitation Contribution has increased from 50 cents to $1.00 per member and Probus News 
subscriptions have increased from $3.00 to $4.00 per annum per subscription.  

An email was received from Ed Board requesting that the President formally invite the ladies to attend a 
Computer meeting to be held at the end of the AGM on 24th March and it was agreed that the President would 
announce this at the February meeting.  

The matter of complying with the Privacy Laws in regard to the Computer group was discussed and was felt to 
have serious implications and will be discussed further at the next committee meeting. In the meantime, Mike 
Ryan will draft a letter for the Secretary to send to Probus Centre South Pacific seeking their advice and a possible 
waiver clause.  

A letter was sent from Harry Green to the President of Kempsey Probus arranging a social evening during our 
holiday to Crescent Head.  

All correspondence and administration submissions were accepted on a motion from David Kenny and 
seconded by Ken Robson.  

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max submitted his financial report showing a closing balance at 31st January, 
2003 as $2038.20.  

Max also tabled his budget figures for 2003 2004, which included details of the cost increases from Probus 



Centre South Pacific for Insurance, Capitation fees and the Probus News. He put forward a strong case for 
increasing fees from $20.00 to $25.00 per member to be put to the February meeting for the information of 
members who pay in advance. It was agreed by the Committee to support the increase in fees and to leave the 
joining fee at $20.00 and inactive members fees would be $12.50 (half the annual subscription).  

As regards the three unfinancial inactive members it was agreed to send a discretionary invoice to them at the 
end of the financial year (February28th, 2003) for arrears and the next financial year’s fees.  

The Treasurer's Report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded By Ken Robson.  
President's Report: President Nev reminded the Committee that we should only use the emergency notification 

list with discretion as regards the death of members and spouses or partners.  
President Nev also wondered if we should appoint a publicity officer for the Club, however, it was felt that the 

Social Convenors would be able to absorb this into their normal duties.  
It was decided to investigate joining local radio Station Radio 50 Plus as we have been using it to advertise our 

trip to Crescent Head. Mike Ryan will procure an application form in due course.  
Membership Officer Ken Robson reported that we have 3 life members 3 inactive (unfinancial) members and 

79 ordinary members; and newsletters are sent to 8 ladies and 15 other Probus Clubs (bi-monthly).  
Ken Presented a membership application form from David Dennison, proposed by Norm Baker, which was 

approved, and David will be inducted at the February meeting and Ken will proceed with ordering his name badge. 
This will bring our membership up to our limit of 80 members.  

George Burt has indicated he wants to propose a new member, who will have to go on to the waiting list for 
the time being. 

Ken also brought up the suggestion that as our 20-year anniversary will fall due on the 27th March, 2004 that 
we give consideration to honouring our five surviving foundation members with the presentation of a 20 years 
badge available from Probus Centre South Pacific possibly at special anniversary luncheon. This suggestion was 
well supported and will be passed on to the incoming Committee.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts advised that our next guest speaker for February will be the Gosford Crime 
Prevention Unit and they require a screen, which Forbes Smith has agreed to supply for the meeting.  

A crossword expert will be our guest speaker in April; a talk on Tugboats and Naval matters in May; and the 
Elgin Marbles in June.  

Social Convenor Harry Green and David Dunbar reported that we now have 40 people coming to the trip to 
Crescent Head and thanked President Nev and Mike Ryan for their efforts in advertising the trip with letter drops 
and radio broadcasts.  

David Dunbar has 54 people coming for a Moet champagne breakfast in February, and advised that members 
booking for future functions must get a receipt for payments to overcome confusion.  

David presented some brochures and details for a trip to the Hunter Valley wineries in April and is seeking 
guidance from the Committee on where to spend our time as there is so much to see there. After discussion it was 
left to David and Harry to sort out the itinerary.  

It was felt that members seem to prefer picnics and local outings of a less expensive nature.  
Editor Eric Waldegrave issued a revised register of members accurate to 4th February, 2003 and tabled an 

advance copy of the required notice of the Annual General Meeting to be inserted in the February Newsletter, 
which was approved.  

Eric also made the very kind offer of donating his long-arm stapler to the Club for use by Barry Riley for the 
Newsletters.  

Eric will print in the Newsletter the details of the Probus Rendezvous in September, 2003 to be held in Cairns as 
requested by Probus South Pacific, together with the notice of the induction of new member of David Dennison.  

General Business: Eric presented the Secretary's draft copy of the proposed Agenda for the AGM to be held in 
March for perusal by the Committee.  

The proposed Office Bearers for 2003-4 were then discussed.  
The appointment of the Public Officer will be sorted out between David Kenny and John Orme.  
Harry Green intimated that he might yet make a return and help David Dunbar as Social Convenor.  
John Mulford said that Richard Collins had offered to be the Bushwalking Captain and Forbes will ring him to 

confirm this.  
Forbes has yet to confirm the catering officers and will also confirm the incoming golf organiser. 
It was suggested that if any member (such as John Horton) goes to the Probus Rendezvous then we should ask 



them for a report.  
President Nev thanked the Committee for their years' work and contribution to the smooth running of the 

Club, and particularly thanked Ken Robson, Eric Waldegrave and John Mulford, as this would be their last meeting.  
A vote of thanks was given to Audrey and Nev for the use of their home and the very nice morning tea 

provided.  
It was decided that the next Committee meeting would be held at the home of Nanette and Forbes Smith at 

Sunny Saratoga on Tuesday, 1st April, 2003. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.55 am.  
 

  



GENERAL MEETING (No. 227): 25th February, 2003 
 
Minutes of the General Meeting no. 227 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach Bowling 

& Recreation Club on Tuesday, 25th February, 2003.  
President Nev Owen opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the members and ladies and visitors, 

Laurie and Gerry Gillies, introduced by Murray Coutts. President Nev inducted member David Dennison as a new 
member to the Club, sponsored by Norm Baker.  

The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read on a motion from the President and seconded by 
Mike Ryan. There was no business arising. 

Correspondence consisted of newsletters from other Probus Clubs and letter sent to Probus Centre- South 
Pacific requesting guidance on a suitable privacy act clause to be used by the computer group.  

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max presented his financial report showing a closing balance of $2038.20 for the 
Administration Account and a closing balance of $296.40 for the Social Account.  

Treasurer Max then advised that Probus South-Pacific Centre has doubled our insurance fees and doubled the 
capitation fees and increased the Probus News cost by 33.3% and, as the Club is currently running at a deficit, 
unfortunately he had to recommend that the annual fees would increase by $5.00 from $20.00 to $25.00 to be, 
ratified at the Annual General Meeting in March.  

The Treasurer's report and recommendations were adopted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by 
Gordon Maxwell.  

President Nev reported this would be his last meeting as President with the ladies present and reminded 
members of a change to one of our meetings dates from 26th August to 2nd September, 2003.  

President Nev also paid tribute to Retired Bishop Colin Sheumack on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of his 
ordination.  

Membership Officer Ken Robson reported that we have 18 apologies, and present were 2 life members, 2 
visitors, 31 ladies and 59 members, representing 75% of our membership.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts reported that today's speaker would be Inspector Irene Juergins from Gosford 
Police.  

Social Convenors Harry Green and David Dunbar reported on a very successful Champagne breakfast in 
February; all arrangements are now finalised for the annual holiday to Crescent Head in March; the trip to the 
Hunter Valley for April has been postponed and in its place, a picnic to the Forrest of Tranquillity; and the 
Ourimbah Campus lunch in April.  

Welfare Officer Colin Sheumack spoke of the illnesses of various members.  
Bush Walking Captain Barry Riley advised that the next bushwalk will be to the North Wyrrabalong National 

Park in March in lieu of the Mangrove Mountain Deer farm.  
Golf Captain Keith Tysoe advised that the Annual Presentation Lunch numbers were about half last year’s and 

that he was retiring in March; and that Brian Smith had agreed to return as Golf Captain for next year.  
Bowls Captain Reg Davies advised that the Jim Price memorial trophy would be played for on 28th April.  
Computer Guru Ed Board reminded members of a proposed meeting of interested computer members and 

spouses to be held after the Annual General Meeting in March. 
After morning tea Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts introduced Inspector Irene Juergins from Gosford Police who 

spoke on the Volunteer Police Force. Irene was warmly thanked by Retired Police Commissioner John Orme.  
The lucky door prize was won by Dorothy Stockman for the ladies and by Ken Bailey for the men.  
After enjoying President Nev last thought for the month the meeting closed early at 11.20 am.  
 

  



GENERAL MEETING (No. 228): 25th March, 2003 
 
Minutes of General Meeting no. 228 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca beach Bowling & 

Recreation Club on Tuesday, 25th March 2003.  
President Nev Owen opened the meeting at 9.30 am and recorded the sad passing away of Betty Orme, wife of 

Past President John Orme.  
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary and confirmed on a motion from David Kenny 

and seconded by Keith Tysoe. There was no business arising and no correspondence.  
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max Newman presented his financial report showing a closing balance of 

$1470.66 for the Administration Account and a closing balance of $296.40 for the Social Account.  
The Treasurer's report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by Len Fricker.  
President's Report: President Nev then spoke about the illnesses of various members including Ken Jones, John 

Horton, Peter Manzie, Gordon Maxwell, Peter Moore, Forbes Smith and Harold Symonds.  
President Nev also commented on the excellent holiday enjoyed by members and their partners and friends at 

Crescent Head in March.  
Membership Officer Ken Robson reported that we have 12 apologies, and present were 2 life members and 58 

members, representing 72% of the membership.  
Ken thanked Ron Baker for helping him over the past 7 years as assistant membership officer and reported that 

during his time as membership officer there were 32 new members and 22 had left, made up of 12 who had died 
and 10 who had moved away or resigned.  

Ken thanked all the members for their support and asked that the members now support the two new 
membership officers, Past President John Orme and his assistant, Don Wiseman.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts was absent.  
Social Convenor David Dunbar reported on the very successful Annual Probus Holiday to Crescent Head in 

March. David outlined the next function to the Forest of Tranquillity in April; the Ourimbah Campus luncheon in 
May; and a four-hour cruise on Newcastle Harbour in June.  

Editor Eric Waldegrave thanked all his contributors to the Newsletter for the past five years and asked that 
support now be given to Barry Riley for future Newsletters.  

Welfare Officer Colin Sheumack spoke of the illnesses of the various members.  
Bushwalking Captain Barry Riley thanked those bush walkers who had supported him over the past three years, 

and the incoming Bushwalking Captain Richard Collins advised members of the next bushwalk to the Entrance 
Waterfront, which will not have any bush or trees, but Richard guarantees that we will see fish. Apparently Richard 
will need a compass before he takes us into the bush.  

Golf Captain Brian Smith referred us to the newsletter for golfing bookings and appealed to all golfers to come 
together and enjoy each other's company again. Brian is calling a meeting of golfers in the near future to discuss 
the matter.  

Bowls Captain Reg Davis was absent but sent a report through Ken Robson that Ron Coleman would take any 
names from bowlers wanting to play.  

Theatre Party Organiser John Horton outlined the various theatre parties being organised, including the Lion 
King next year. 

Computer Guru Ed Board invited computer members to attend a special meeting to be held today after the 
Annual General Meeting.  

Profile Speaker George Costigan told us his life story, being born in Yarrawonga and his ups and downs in the 
Real Estate industry. George plays golf and has three daughters. 

The Lucky door prize was won by John Mulford.  
There being no further business President Nev closed his last monthly meeting at 10.15 am with no thought for 

the month but invited all present to attend the AGM to be held after morning tea.  
 

  



19th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 25th March, 2003 
 
Minutes of the 19th Annual General Meeting of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach 

Bowling & Recreation Club on Tuesday, 25th March, 2003.  
President Nev Owen opened the meeting at 10.50 am and welcomed all 57 members present. Apologies were 

received from Ken Jones, Harold Symmonds, Peter Manzie, Reg Davis, Murray Coutts, John Orme, Ern Williams, 
Jack Metcalfe, Keith Oberman, Kim Messner, lan Bartier, Perc Fitzpatrick, John Van Gelder.  

The Secretary read the minutes of the 18th Annual General Meeting and it was proposed by the Secretary and 
seconded by Forbes Smith that the minutes be accepted. Motion carried.  

There was no business arising from the minutes.  
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max Newman presented his Statement of Income and Expenditure and Financial 

Statement for the year 2002-2003 together with the Social Fund Financial Statement for 2002-2003, both of which 
have been examined and approved by our Honorary Auditor Gordon Maxwell.  

Treasurer Max also recommended the ratification of the joining fee remaining at $20.00 and the Annual 
Subscription being increased from $20.00 to $25.00 per annum.  

It was then proposed by Max Newman and seconded by Mike Ryan that the financial statements, and the 
recommended joining fee and increased Annual Subscription be accepted. Motion carried.  

 
Election of President and Committee and appointment of co-opted members for the ensuing year to take office 

from 1st April, 2003. 
President Nev Owen then confirmed that in accordance with our Constitution, as no other nominations had 

been received the following members had been elected and/or appointed:  
ELECTED:  
President: Forbes Smith 
Vice Presidents: Michael Ryan and John Short  
Secretary: David Kenny  
Treasurer: Max Newman  
Social Convenors:  David Dunbar and Harry Green  
Speaker Organiser: Stan Roberts  
Membership Officer: John Orme  
Editor: Barry Riley  
 
APPOINTED: 
Welfare Officer:  Colin Sheumack  
Bushwalking:  Richard Collins  
Theatre: John Horton  
Assistant Membership: Don Wiseman  
Club Historian: David Lester  
Club Photographer: Keith Austin  
Golf Organiser: Brian Smith  
Bowls Organiser: Reg Davis  
Computer Group: Ed Board  
Catering Officers: John Dockerty, Norm Baker, John Van Gelder, Perce Fitzpatrick.  
 
Auditor: President Nev Owen then thanked Past President Gordon Maxwell for his services as Honorary Auditor 

for the Club for 2002-2003 and confirmed his reappointment as Honorary Auditor for 2003-2004.  
Public Officer: President Nev thanked Ken Robson for his many years of service as Public Officer and confirmed 

the appointment of Secretary David Kenny as Public Officer. 
President's Report: President Nev individually thanked all the outgoing office bearers for their year in office and 

then welcomed the incoming office bearers.  
Installation of New President Elect: President Nev Owen then welcomed President Elect Forbes Smith by 

handing over his Chain of Office and presented Forbes with his President's engraved collar bar. 
President Elect Forbes Smith then thanked outgoing President Nev Owen for his year in office and presented 



him with a Past President's Plaque, a Past President's badge and a photographic record of his year in office. 
There being no further business the 19th Annual Meeting closed at 11.25 am. 
 

  



COMMITTEE MEETING: 18th April, 2003 
 
Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the home of Forbes and 

Nanette Smith at Saratoga on Tuesday, 18th April, 2003.  
President Forbes Smith opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the Committee. Those present were 

President Forbes Smith, Vice Presidents Mike Ryan and John Short, Secretary David Kenny, Treasurer Max 
Newman, Membership Officer John Orme, Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts, Social Convenors David Dunbar and 
Harry Green, Editor Barry Riley and Immediate Past President Nev Owen.  

The Minutes of the previous Committee meeting were read by the Secretary and confirmed on a motion from 
David Kenny and seconded by Mike Ryan.  

Matters Arising: As regards the age limit of 90 years for the Probus Personal Accident policy, the Secretary 
suggested that we write to Probus Centre South Pacific asking for an explanation as to what happens to our 
members when they reach 90 and we have about five approaching 90 at the moment.  

A letter will also be sent to Avoca Beach Bowling and Recreation Club asking if they have accident insurance 
restrictions on persons over 90 years of age.  

It was noted that no reply had yet been received from Probus Centre South Pacific about our request for a 
Privacy Clause for our computer group. Mike Ryan will draft a letter to be sent to the Forster Probus Club inquiring 
about their similar concerns with computer privacy.  

It was agreed that we would organise a special 20th Anniversary luncheon to coincide with the 20th Anniversary 
of our formation, which will take place on 27th March, 2004, and honour the five surviving foundation members 
with a 20 years badge.  

Correspondence consisted of Newsletters from other Probus Clubs given to Forbes Smith; a completed Form 12 
and 9 being sent to the Department of Fair Trading showing our financial status and advising of the change of 
Public Officer from Ken Robson to David Kenny; a letter was prepared for the National Bank showing a change of 
signatures from the Annual Meeting for the Social Club Account; a letter was sent from Harry Green to the 
President of Kempsey Probus thanking them for joining us for lunch during our recent holiday to Crescent Head.  

All correspondence was approved on a motion from David Kenny and seconded by John Orme.  
Treasurer's Report: Max Newman submitted a verbal financial report showing a closing balance of $2257.02 for 

the Administration Account.  
Max raised the question of the three unfinancial inactive members after having heard that one was in a nursing 

home with dementia, and Lionel Hughes had requested not to receive a newsletter. After discussion it was decided 
that henceforth inactive members would not be charged a fee but would still continue to receive newsletters 
unless we are advised otherwise.  

Max also advised that Keith Oberman has asked to go on the inactive list and it was also decided to put Peter 
Manzie and lan Bartier on the inactive list.  

The Treasurer's report was accepted on a motion from Max and seconded by David Dunbar.  
President's Report: President Forbes raised the legitimacy of Keith Austin's request for financial reimbursement 

for presenting the outgoing President with a photographic record of his year in office, but this was shown to be 
completely covered by By-Law Rule no.14, clause (iii)c.  

A revised Kincumber Emergency Notification List was prepared and presented by President Forbes and it was 
distributed to the Committee with a few corrections. The use of the notification list was again discussed at the 
relayed request of Ed Board through the Secretary and it was again felt that the notification list should only be 
used with the utmost discretion and should not be automatically invoked in every case.  

President Forbes opened a discussion of the desirability and possible location of next year’s Annual Holiday and 
Harry Green spoke of the difficulties of filling a coach over the last four years. President Forbes will give the matter 
some further thought and the matter will be raised again at the next committee meeting.  

Membership Officer John Orme reported that we have 3 life members, 80 ordinary members and 3 inactive 
members which will now increase to 6 with the inclusion of Peter Manzie, lan Bartier and Keith Oberman. This now 
leaves with us with a new vacancy figure of 3 and John presented a membership application from Laurie Gillies, 
sponsored by Murray Coutts, which was approved and Laurie will be inducted at the next meeting. Ken Robson has 
agreed to obtain a new badge for Laurie and his spouse.  

Another membership application was pending from a friend of George Burt. John Orme completed his report 
with a tribute to his predecessor, Ken Robson, who will be greatly missed for his humour and dedication to the 



Membership Officer's role in the true Probus spirit of fellowship.  
Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts advised that he will be away for three weeks and has asked Mike Ryan to 

introduce the crossword puzzle speaker at the April meeting.  
Stan has organised for Arthur Shipley to speak of his experiences in the RAN in May; and an address from 

Central Coast Health Authority for June; and Lynette Silva in July to talk on the lack of rescue of Allied Prisoners of 
War in Borneo in World War Two. Lynette would require petrol money to attend the meeting and this was agreed 
to.  

Social Convenor David Dunbar outlined the forthcoming social outings with the Forest of Tranquillity walk and a 
sausage sizzle in April; Ourimbah Campus luncheon in May; and a four-hour Newcastle wetlands cruise in June; a 
tentative booking with Kantara House for Xmas in July lunch; and a soup picnic in August; a possible two day Blue 
Mountains trip in September; and a visit to the Victor Chang Institute in October.  

Editor Barry Riley reported he is looking forward to receiving reports from the various contributors to the 
newsletter and also paid tribute to his predecessor, Eric Waldegrave, whom he said would be a hard act to follow.  

Barry will make special mention of the changed meeting date in August as time gets closer.  
General Business: Mike Ryan was thanked for chairing the recent Kincumber Probus Computer Group meeting 

after the AGM and advised that future meetings would be held after the Ladies Day meetings.  
It was felt that as all the Committee members receive a written or emailed copy of the minutes of Committee 

meetings then there was no need for the Secretary to read the minutes at future Committee Meetings. Committee 
members are to remember to bring their own copies to the meetings and to do their homework if they wish to 
raise any future matters arising from the minutes.  

It was agreed that Vice President John Short will now assume the function of allocating profile speakers as 
required for meetings. Barry Riley and Stan Roberts have a list of available speakers.  

A vote of thanks was given to Nanette and Forbes for the nice morning tea and the use of their house for the 
meeting.  

The next meeting of the Committee will be held at the home of Heather and Mike Ryan at Macmasters Beach 
on Tuesday, 30 June, 2003.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.30 am. 
 

  



GENERAL MEETING (No. 229): 22nd April, 2003 
 
Minutes of the General Meeting no. 229 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach Bowling 

Recreation Club on Tuesday, 22nd April, 2003.  
President Forbes opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the members.  
A rousing rendition of the National Anthem was led by Peter Moore.  
President Forbes Smith then proceeded with the induction of the new member Laurie Gillies, sponsored by 

Murray Coutts.  
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and confirmed on a motion from David Kenny and seconded by 

John Horton There was no business arising and no correspondence.  
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max Newman presented his financial report showing a closing balance of 

$2256.98 for the Administration Account and a closing Balance of $429.10 for the Social Account.  
Max also reminded unfinancial members that now was the time to pay their fees.  
President's Report: President Forbes advised the meeting of the passing of Keith Judd's wife, Daphne.  
He asked that Committee members keep their reports brief to allow more time for fellowship at morning tea 

time.  
Membership Officer John Orme reported that we have 18 apologies, and present were 2 life members and 51 

members, representing 63% of our membership.  
Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts was absent.  
Social Convenor David Dunbar reported on the forthcoming Ourimbah Campus Luncheon in May; the 

Newcastle Harbour Cruise in June; and Xmas in July at Kantara House.  
Editor Barry Riley hoped that everyone was happy with his first newsletter.  
Welfare Officer Colin Sheumack spoke about Keith Judd and Harry Fox.  
Bushwalking Captain Richard Collins advised that the next bushwalk was along the Wiseman's Ferry section of 

the Great North Road.  
Golf Captain Brian smith advised that he was calling a meeting at the conclusion of the meeting to resolve the 

golfers’ problems.  
Bowls Captain Reg Davis advised that the bowlers were playing when they can.  
Theatre Party Organiser John Horton gave us his usual theatre report.  
Computer Guru Ed Board advised that now we have 30 out of 80 members in the computing group, 

representing 37.5% of our membership.  
Profile Speaker Peter Moore told us that his parents were missionaries in Tonga and that he moved around a 

lot in his early years. He became interested in the violin at an early age and studied at the Conservatorium of 
Music. He became an accountant and a long distant runner and carried the Olympic Torch on one leg of the Sydney 
Olympics.  

General Business: Mike Ryan advised that there were three vacancies on the forthcoming trip to Norfolk Island 
in August, so any interested persons can contact him for details.  

After morning tea Vice President Mike Ryan introduced our guest speaker, Christine Lovat, who entertained us 
with the art of the crossword puzzle. Christine and her partner were ably thanked by Lerryn Mutton.  

The lucky door prize was won by Richard Collins.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.34 am. 
 

  



GENERAL MEETING (No. 230): 27th May, 2003 
 
Minutes of General Meeting no. 230 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach Bowling & 

Recreation Club on Tuesday, 27th May, 2003.  
President Forbes Smith opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the ladies and members and visitors, 

Bruce Scott Harden, Noel Richards and Laurie & Dot Lidoter.  
The Minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read on a motion from the President and seconded by 

Mike Ryan. There was no business arising or correspondence.  
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max Newman presented his financial report showing a closing balance of 

$2587.12 for the Administration Account and a closing balance of $476.10 for the Social Account.  
It was proposed by Treasurer Max and seconded by Murray Coutts that the Treasurer's report be accepted. 
President's Report: President Forbes advised the meeting that Centennial medals were recently awarded to 

Mike Ryan for services to Civil Engineering; Richard Collins for services to Applied Physics; and Fred Leake and 
Janet Smith for Community service for 18 years for meals on wheels andfor Red Cross support, bushwalking, and 
Xmas cakes.  

President Forbes also advised that he was pleased to see Sid Holmes on television leading his RAAF Units during 
the last Anzac Day March.  

Membership Officer John Orme reported that we have 17 apologies and present were 1 life member, 57 
members, 4 visitors and 27 ladies, representing 71% of our membership.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts advised that today’s speaker was Veronica Croome from Gosford Hospital; and 
next month’s is Arthur Shipley about his life in the RAN.  

Social Convenor David Dunbar reported that the next outing in June would be a cruise on Newcastle Harbour; 
Kantara House for Xmas in July; and a soup picnic at Kincumba Mountain in August. 

Editor Barry Riley advised that the membership list would be issued with the June Newsletter.  
Welfare Officer Colin Sheumack spoke about the illness of various members.  
Bushwalking Captain Richard Collins advised that the next bushwalk would be to a secret rainforest around the 

North Avoca Lagoon. 
Golf Captain Brian Smith advised that most golf courses were closed due to the bad weather.  
Bowls Captain Reg Davis referred us to the details in the Newsletter.  
Theatre Party Organiser John Horton gave his usual inspiring talk about the various theatre parties on offer. 
Computer Guru Ed Board invited the computer operators to attend a special computer meeting at the end of 

the meeting.  
After morning tea Stan Roberts introduced guest speaker, Veronica Croome, from Gosford Hospital to talk 

about the redevelopment of Gosford and Wyong Hospitals. Veronica was thanked by Past President Gordon 
Maxwell.  

The lucky door prize was won by Hermione Dunbar for the ladies and Frank Hebbard for the men.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.40 am.  
 

  



COMMITTEE MEETING: 30th June, 2003 
 
Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the home of Mike and Heather 

Ryan at Macmasters Beach on Tuesday, 30th June, 2003.  
President Forbes Smith opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the Committee. Those present were 

President Forbes Smith, Vice Presidents Mike Ryan and John Short, Secretary David Kenny, Treasurer Max 
Newman, Membership Officer John Orme, Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts, Social Convenors David Dunbar and 
Harry Green, Editor Barry Riley and Immediate Past President Nev Owen.  

The Minutes of the previous Committee Meeting were taken as read on a motion from President Forbes and 
seconded by Vice President John Short.  

Matters Arising: All matters arising from the minutes were discussed in correspondence or in the various 
reports.  

Correspondence: consisted of newsletters from other Probus Clubs, and it was noted that Avoca Beach Club is 
having trouble with lack of membership interest and is considering closing down or amalgamating within another 
Club in the area; as regards the lack of insurance for members over 90 a letter was received from Probus Centre-
South Pacific pointing out this only applied to personal accident insurance. Members over 90 are still covered by 
the Public Liability and Professional indemnity insurance and money cover. The Personal Accident Insurance cover 
for members up to 90 years of age was only ever a bonus. Those over 90 would still be covered by Medicare and 
their private health cover. If they are injured as a result of Club negligence, then the claim would be covered by the 
Public Liability Insurance. Probus Centre-South pacific are lobbying their insurance company to review the age 
capping in the policy to be renewed on 1st July, 2003; a letter was sent to Avoca Beach Bowling & Recreation Club 
with our usual $100.00 donation and message of appreciation for the use of their auditorium for our meetings; a 
letter was sent to Probus Club of Forster seeking information on how they handle the privacy and security issues of 
their computer sub-committee group and a reply was received giving a full and comprehensive rundown of their 
activities. (They have 75 members in their computer group with its own constitution!). They do not issue a list 
containing email addresses and this is done in private by consenting members. They also claim that multiple 
addressed emails to members, whilst making available the email addresses of the members, is perfectly normal 
email practice as exists in Outlook Express, Netscape, Eureka and most other emails handlers. An email was 
received from Ed Board asking why the August General Meeting was moved to September and an official reply was 
sent to Ed explaining that the Avoca Beach Bowling Club requested the move. Ed Board also asked in the same 
email if the Committee would consider including members email addresses in the forthcoming Register of 
Members to be printed in June and this was rejected. Another email from Ed requested confirmation from the 
Committee that the Clause "This data is supplied for the use of CSXG of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. It is 
private and confidential and not to be used for any other purpose" be approved for inclusion on the newly 
developed spreadsheet titled CSXG Data no. 1. Approval was given for this and it was considered appropriate to 
thank and acknowledge the work done to prepare the spreadsheet by John Prouting, Richard Collins and Ed Board.  

A letter was received from Edward C Board outlining his concern of protecting himself against litigation arising 
from an alleged breach of the Privacy Act and requesting the Committee of Probus of Kincumber Inc. give him 
formal assurance of protection against such litigation. The Committee decided that it was not possible to give 
Edward C Board formal assurance in writing of protection from litigation for an alleged breach of the Privacy Act 
but it was considered he would be covered under the Probus Centre-South Pacific Association Liability (Office 
Bearers liability) and Professional Indemnity policy, which cover all office bearers up to $1,000,000.00.  

To reinforce this it was decided to alter the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. by-laws to include the Computer 
Skills Exchange Group as a new sub-committee of co-opted members run by a computer convenor.  

A letter was received from the Federal Member for Robertson offering to speak to us about Prostate Cancer 
but it was decided to decline the offer for the time being.  

All correspondence was approved on a motion from David Kenny and seconded by David Dunbar. 
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max presented his financial statement showing a closing balance of $2853.42 for 

the Administration Account.  
Max also advised that there was between 8 and 10 unfinancial members depending upon pending transfers to 

the inactive list, and various committee members promised to assist Max by speaking directly to the named 
unfinancial members.  

President Forbes outlined the difficulties in dealing with the St George Bank to satisfy their requirements for 



certification of the signatures of the newly elected office bearers for the club cheque account. This can be 
overcome next year by spelling out in the AGM minutes that certain office bearers are to be authorised cheque 
account signatories. Max now confirmed that all the signatures had now been accepted.  

The Treasurer's report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by Barry Riley.  
Membership Officer John Orme reported that we have 3 life members and seventy-seven members and six 

inactive members with the passing of George Blackmore and the transfer of Ern Williams to the inactive list. 
John also raised the suggestion of electing possibly 2 or more life members in conjunction with the proposed 

20-year anniversary dinner, and several names were canvassed. Members were asked to reflect on this and it will 
be raised again at the next committee meeting. 

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts advised that the next guest speaker would be Arthur Shipley relating his 
experiences in the RAN; Lynette Silver in July to talk about controversies surrounding the evacuation of the 
trapped forces in Borneo in World War Two. Lynette would require petrol money to attend the meeting and this 
was agreed to. The school debate would take place in early September in lieu of August and Vice President Mike 
Ryan again reiterated the necessity of having an interesting topic for the debate. President Forbes will consult with 
debate organiser Lerryn Mutton in due course.  

The September General Meeting speaker will be our own Richard Collins.  
Past President Nev advised that he could recommend two interesting speakers if required.  
Social Convenor David Dunbar outlined the forthcoming social outings with the Newcastle Cruise in June; Xmas 

in July at Kantara House; and a soup picnic in August at Kincumba Mountain; a possible two-day Blue Mountains 
trip in September; and the Victor Chang unit in October.  

David is developing ideas for the annual holiday and is proposing to go in a West or South-Westerly direction 
with Mudgee, Gulgong, Hill End, or Lake Eucumbene mentioned for March, April or May next year.  

Editor Barry Riley reported he is preparing the revised Register of Members to be issued in June, 2003 and was 
given permission to delete the symbol explanations of (W) Waiting list and (T) Transferee. 

Barry was also given permission to increase the size of the newsletter if this was found necessary.  
General business: Vice President Mike Ryan gave a verbal report on the CSXG meeting held after the May 

General Meeting and advised that the computer group had decided not to hold regular meetings in future but 
would only meet if there was a need.  

Vice President Mike Ryan then called for a sub-committee to be formed to organise the proposed 20-year 
anniversary lunch and this was formed with 3 members, being Vice President John Short, Secretary David Kenny, 
and Vice President Mike Ryan. The sub-committee will recommend a date, the venue, and cost and the proposed 
programme and report back to the main committee in due course.  

The Secretary, David, was given permission to purchase half a dozen Probus pens to have as emergency gifts 
for guest speakers.  

Vice President John Short has arranged all the profile speakers for the remainder of the year and Barry Riley 
will publish this information in the Newsletter in the month in which the member is to give his profile.  

A vote of thanks was given to Heather and Mike Ryan for the very nice morning tea and the use of their house 
for the meeting.  

The next meeting of the Committee will be held at the home of Elizabeth and John Short at 1204 Henry Kendall 
Village, Wyoming, on Tuesday, 5th August, 2003.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 12 noon.  
 

  



GENERAL MEETING (No. 231): 24th June, 2003 
 
Minutes of General Meeting no. 231 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach Bowling & 

Recreation Club on Tuesday, 24th June, 2003. 
President Forbes Smith opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the members and visitors, Arthur Creed 

and Noel Richards. President Forbes advised that one of our early members, George Blackmore, had passed away 
on 27th May and a minute’s silence was held in his memory.  

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary and confirmed on a motion from David Kenny 
and seconded by David Lester. There was no business arising. 

Correspondence consisted of newsletters from other Probus Clubs; and a letter was sent to Avoca Beach 
Bowling & Recreation Club with our usual donation of $100.00 and a note of appreciation for the use of the 
meeting room; a letter was received from Umina Probus Club proposing a golfing match on Monday, 30th June at 
Everglades Country Club and this was noted by the Golf Captain.  

All correspondence was accepted on a motion from David Kenny and seconded by Barry Riley. 
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max Newman presented his financial report showing a closing balance of 

$2853.43 for the Administration Account and a closing balance of $483.70 for the Social Account.  
The Treasurer's report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by John Dockerty.  
President's Comments: President Forbes congratulated David Dunbar on organising the recent train and boat 

trip to Newcastle Harbour and lamented the fact that his old steelworks and blast furnace were in the process of 
being demolished.  

Membership Officer John Orme reported that we had 15 apologies and present were 2 life members and 53 
members and 2 visitors, which represent 65% of our membership.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts advised that today’s speaker would be Arthur Shipley on his life in the RAN. 
Social Convenor David Dunbar reported on the forthcoming Xmas in July Luncheon at Kantara House; followed 

by a soup and damper picnic at Kincumba Mountain in August. David also gave advance notice of a proposed 
Kincumber Probus Annual Holiday to the Snowy Mountains for six days and five nights from 8th March to 13th 
March, 2004. President Forbes commended this trip to members, and expressions of interest are invited.  

Editor Barry Riley was thanked by President Forbes for compiling and producing the Annual Register of 
Members.  

Welfare Officer Colin Sheumack spoke about the illnesses of several of our members. 
Bushwalking Captain Richard Collins apologised for the steepness of the last bushwalk to North Avoca and 

advised that the next bushwalk will be along the top of Kincumba Mountain and promises spectacular views.  
Golf Captain Brian Smith has resigned due to circumstances beyond his control and acting Golf Captain Ed 

Board commented on the poor performance of Kincumber Probus golfers at a recent tournament.  
Bowls Captain Reg Davis had nothing to report.  
Theatre Party Organiser John Horton organiser advised of various forthcoming performances at the Laycock 

Theatre and has tickets available for members.  
Computer Guru Ed Board reported that the Computer Skills Exchange group is working well in the true spirit of 

Probus co-operation and friendship. President Forbes thanked Ed Board, John Prouting and Richard Collins for their 
recent work in developing and preparing the spreadsheet known as CSXG Data 1.  

Profile Speaker Tony Kelly told us of his early life in Waverley and some of his experiences in the Army. Tony 
also spent many years as a timber sales representative and is very much enjoying his golf with Kincumber Probus.  

After morning tea Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts introduced Guest Speaker Arthur ‘Tugboat’ Shipley, who 
spoke about his life in the Royal Australian Navy. Arthur was then thanked by John Dunn.  

The lucky door prize was won by Alf Jones.  
After reminding members the August Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 2nd September, President Forbes 

closed the meeting at 11.35 am.  
 

  



GENERAL MEETING (No. 232): 22nd July, 2003 
 
Minutes of General Meeting no. 232 of Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach Bowling & 

Recreation Club on Tuesday, 22nd July, 2003. 
President Forbes Smith opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the members and visitor, John Eager.  
The Minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary and confirmed on a motion from David Kenny 

and seconded by Bruce Dunlop. There was no business arising.  
Correspondence consisted of newsletters from other Probus Clubs handed to President Forbes; and travel 

brochures handed to the Social Convenor; and a letter of resignation from David Georgeson, who is moving to 
Yamba.  

All correspondence was accepted on a motion from David Kenny and seconded by John Dockerty. 
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max Newman presented his financial report showing a closing balance of 

$2627.47 for the Administration Account and a closing balance of $481.00 for the Social Account.  
The Treasurer's report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by Barry Riley.  
Max announced his great satisfaction that everyone in the Club is now financial.  
President's Comments: President Forbes asked if members would be kind enough to return their wine carry 

bags and announced that he has devised a scheme to give members as well as the Guest Speaker a choice of white 
or red wine.  

President Forbes also welcomed the return of Ken Jones, who has been inactive and Harold Symmons, who had 
now recovered from a hip replacement operation.  

President Forbes also advised that the proposed September Guest Speaker, our own Richard Collins, may have 
to be rescheduled to a later date to enable a friend of Nev Owen to address us as he can only come in September.  

Membership Officer John Orme reported that we had 14 apologies, and present were 54 members, 2 life 
members and 1 visitor, representing 67% of our membership.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts referred us to his report in the Newsletter.  
Social Convenor David Dunbar reported on a successful lunch at Kantara House and advised that the next 

outing was a soup and damper picnic at Kincumba Mountain. In September we will have a cinema and light lunch 
at Avoca cinema, as there was no support for a suggested Crazy Whist outing. In October David is organising a visit 
to the Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute, which can only be held on the first Tuesday in October, which 
means our proposed Committee meeting in October will have to be rescheduled.  

David also asked members to register their interest for the proposed annual holiday to Cooma during March, 
2004.  

Editor Barry Riley - no special report given.  
Welfare Officer Colin Sheumack reported that John Langley may have to be put on the inactive list, and that 

Betty Baker and Hilda Coutts are recovering from their illnesses.  
Bushwalking Captain: In the absence of Richard Collins, Fred Leake reported on a successful bushwalk to 

Kincumba Mountain, which included a whale sighting. The next bushwalk in August will be to lookouts near 
Maitland Bay and Fred gave advance knowledge that the September Bushwalk will be Sunday, 14th, in lieu of our 
normal 3rd Tuesday.  

Golf Report: Newly appointed Golf Captain George Costigan gave notice of his intention to try to reorganise the 
golfers into a happy band with plenty of golfing tournaments.  

Bowls Captain Reg Davis advised that Umina Probus Club was trying to organise some additional tournaments 
that may breathe some new life into the Bowling group.  

Theatre Party Organiser John Horton was absent and members were referred to the Newsletter.  
Computer Guru Ed Board reported that everything was proceeding smoothly.  
Profile Speaker Don Wiseman told us his ancestors 500 years ago were pirates and that he was conceived in an 

air raid shelter during the blitz. After working as a coal delivery man, and fish and chips shop proprietor, he bought 
and ran several post offices and came to Australia in 1997; and very much enjoys our Kincumber Probus Club.  

After morning tea the Speaker Convenor, Stan Roberts, introduced Guest Speaker Lynette Silver, who spoke on 
the emotional and moving story of the loss of several thousand Australian Prisoners of War in Borneo in World 
War 2. Lynette was suitably thanked by Lerryn Mutton. The Probus members very much appreciated the lecture 
and it was felt appropriate by the Executive Committee to make a donation of $50 from the Club towards the 
stained-glass memorial window in the church at Sandakan.  



The lucky door prize was won by Ed Board.  
After reminding members that the August school debate meeting will be held on Tuesday, 2nd September and 

the next Committee meeting will be held at the home of John Short, President Forbes closed the meeting at 11.55 
am. 

 
  



COMMITTEE MEETING: 5th August, 2003 
 
Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the home of John and 

Elizabeth Short at Henry Kendall Village, Wyoming on Tuesday, 5th August, 2003.  
President Forbes Smith opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the Committee. Those present were 

President Forbes Smith, Vice Presidents Mike Ryan and John Short, Secretary David Kenny, Treasurer Max 
Newman, Membership Officer John Orme, Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts, Social Convenors David Dunbar and 
Harry Green, Editor Barry Riley, and Immediate Past President Nev Owen.  

The Minutes of the previous Committee meeting were taken as read on a motion from President Forbes and 
seconded by Barry Riley.  

Matters arising from the minutes. The secretary has not yet ordered the Probus pens as he is waiting to see 
how many Probus Life Member badges to purchase.  

All other matters arising from the minutes were discussed in the correspondence or in the various reports.  
Correspondence consisted of newsletters from other Probus Clubs; and it was noted that Avoca Beach Probus 

Club is not now considering closing down. Receipts were received from Lynette Silver for $50.00 from the 
Kincumber Probus Club, and $120.00 anonymously given from our members, both being contributions to the 
Sandakan Memorial Window Project. Replies were sent to Ed Board answering his earlier emails and letter as 
follows:  

1. In reply to Ed Board's letter of 27th May, 2003, it was confirmed that the Committee could not give him 
or anyone else formal assurance of protection from litigation arising from an alleged breach of the Privacy 
Act. However, it was also confirmed from Probus Centre-South Pacific that anyone taking responsibility for 
a special group such as Computer Convenor is covered by the Probus Office Bearers Liability Insurance 
which includes any litigation arising from the Privacy Act. Probus Centre-South Pacific also confirmed that 
there is no need for us to alter our By Laws to reinforce the intent of the insurance cover for our computer 
group as, apart from the expense of reprinting the By Laws and holding special meetings, this is already in 
place and we would be forever changing our By Laws every time we formed or terminated a special group. 
The Committee discussed this and agreed, and Ed Board has been advised of this further detail.  

2. In reply to Ed Board's email of 28th May, 2003 it was confirmed that the members’ email addresses 
would not be included in the Register of Members to be issued at the June meeting.  

3. In reply to Ed Board's email of 15th June, 2003 it was confirmed that the Privacy Clause proposed to be 
used on the newly developed Spreadsheet CSXG Data no. 1 had been approved and that the Committee 
desired to thank John Prouting, Richard Collins, and Ed Board for the work in preparing the spreadsheet.  

Also received from Probus Centre-South Pacific was the renewal document for the 2003/2004 Public Liability 
Insurance, Personal Accident, Office Bearers Liability and Professional Indemnity and Treasurer's and Social 
Convenors Money Insurance, all of which are essentially the same as last year.  

Also included was our Certificate of Currency for the Insurance and advice of the renewal of optional Travel 
Insurance and 2 copies of 2003/2004 Probus Directory, one of which was given to the President.  

Also received was an offer from Probus Centre South Pacific to host our own Kincumber Probus Club details on 
their web site at a cost of $95.00 per annum and this was discussed and declined.  

A letter was sent to Rees Hughes of Winning Post Catering, together with a deposit of $300.00, confirming our 
booking of the Gosford Racecourse Function Centre on Tuesday, 30th March, 2004 for our proposed 20th 
Anniversary Luncheon. A letter was sent to Velda Robson accepting her kind offer to provide a cake for the 20th 
Anniversary Luncheon.  

Membership information and newsletters were received from Radio Five-O-Plus confirming our membership 
number as 1842.  

Travel brochures received were handed to David Dunbar.  
All correspondence was accepted and approved on a motion from David Kenny and seconded by Mike Ryan.  
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max Newman presented his financial statement showing a closing balance of 

$2291.91 for the Administration Account and Max expressed great satisfaction that all members were now 
financial.  

Treasurer Max also warned that he could foresee that additional expenses this year could reduce the annual 
balance to about $1000.00 and some discussion took place on a possible annual small increase in fees, but no 
decision was taken.  



The Treasurer's report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by Barry Riley.  
President's Report: President Forbes commented on the very moving and emotional talk given in July by 

Lynette Silver, and congratulated Stan Roberts on the quality of the lecturers he was procuring.  
Forbes will announce to the members at the August meeting (in September) that the executive committee had 

decided on behalf of the members to make a $50.00 contribution (not a donation) to Lynette Silver for the 
Sandakan Memorial Window project, and also that the members had contributed a further $120.00 anonymously, 
for which a receipt was received. 

President Forbes commented that he thought George Costigan had settled into his new job of Golf Captain and 
appeared to be promoting a much-needed harmony to the golf section.  

Forbes has again contacted Lerryn Mutton about the forthcoming debate and will attend the first round of the 
debate on 7th August at Waterford Village to soak up some of the ethos and gain some insight into the debate 
organisation. There may be some changes to the usual adjudicator, Sue Hall, and Forbes will obtain this 
information in due course. We usually give the Moderator and Adjudicator a bottle of wine (there has been more 
than one adjudicator in the past?). Also, we have decided to offer the debaters (probably 8 in total) a can of soft 
drink each and Forbes will contact John Dockerty to arrange this.  

Forbes had spoken to Ray Rogerson about his forthcoming lecture at our ‘second’ September meeting and is 
investigating Ray's requirements of a darkened room and queen-size sheet or some other screen.  

President Forbes also advised he was preparing a farewell card to give to David Georgeson, who has resigned 
and is moving to Yamba.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts reported on the very successful lecture by Lynette Silver and advised that she 
had not asked for the promised petrol money and Stan will investigate.  

Our next lecture will be Ray Rogerson on the topic, "The Universe, Are We Alone?"; Jack Mulholland in 
October; and Richard Collins in November.  

Membership Officer John Orme reported that we now have five vacancies with the resignation of David 
Georgeson and the transfer of John Langley (at John Langley's request) to the inactive list.  

John Orme presented two application forms, one from John Eager, sponsored by Mike Ryan, and one from 
Lawrie Lidster, sponsored by Max Newman. Both applications were approved and they will be inducted at the 
September or October meeting as our next meeting included the School Debate.  

An Application form has also been given to Stan Roberts for his friend, Noel Richards, if he decides to apply for 
membership.  

Social Convenor David Dunbar advised that the next outing is the Soup and Damper picnic at Kincumba 
Mountain in August; the Avoca cinema and light lunch in September; the Victor Chang Unit on the first Tuesday in 
October (not the usual 2nd Tuesday in October); and the usual Melbourne Cup function in Heazlett Park in 
November; and the Xmas Party in December.  

Much discussion took place on whether we change the venue from Avoca Beach Bowling Club to Davistown 
RSL. However, it was felt that perhaps we should stay with the Avoca Beach Bowling Club if possible, due to the 
fact that we get the auditorium free 12 time a year as well as the Xmas party. It was decided that David Dunbar 
would advise the Avoca Beach Bowling Club that the quality of the cooked Xmas lunch needed to be much 
improved.  

David advised that he had 26 names already for the Annual Holiday next year to the Snowy Mountains and will 
now start to promote the holiday more vigorously to try to increase the numbers.  

Editor Barry Riley advised that he did not need the $50.00 emergency float money given to him by the previous 
editor Eric Waldegrave. However, after discussion Barry decided to retain the $50.00 until the end of his first term 
of office and review what to do with it then.  

Secretary David Kenny then gave Barry a sheet of historical information he had prepared to update the Club's 
15th Anniversary publication for the last five years. Barry will review this and other information he is obtaining and 
will report back to the Committee on a possible format and extent of coverage proposed to publish the 20th 
Anniversary publication, which will be presented to the members at the forthcoming 20th Anniversary Luncheon.  

General Business: It was noted that Vice President John Short had arranged the next two profile speakers, 
being Lawrie Gillies in September and David Dennison in October. 

Past President Nev Owen advised that he was endeavouring to obtain Probus Travel Insurance for himself and 
his friends for his forthcoming trip to Norfolk Island.  

Vice President Mike Ryan submitted a written report on the booking of Gosford Racecourse Function Centre for 



our 20th Anniversary Luncheon on Tuesday, 30th March, 2004 and advised that he is still waiting to hear further 
from Rees Hughes on some possible changes or confirmation. A discussion then took place on the details of the 
20th Anniversary Luncheon and it was decided to invite the President of Kincumber Rotary and his partner to 
attend, and although there would be no official table as such, our President would naturally sit with the Rotary 
President. It was generally felt that there should be no formal entertainment, however, this would be reviewed 
again at the next Committee meeting for a final decision. It was felt that we would probably get in the vicinity of 
100 to 120 people and, although the cost of the luncheon is $25.00 per head, it was decided that we would charge 
$27.50 to allow us to subsidise the official guests or to provide some possible entertainment and not be a drain on 
the Club's funds. It was also decided that Vice President John Short and Treasurer Max Newman will collect the 
money for the luncheon at the appropriate time. President Forbes has been authorised to announce the 20th 
Anniversary Luncheon at the next meeting if Rees Hughes from Gosford Racecourse Function Centre reaffirms with 
Mike Ryan that all is in order.  

A discussion then took place on the question of nominating some new Life Members and discussion papers 
were presented by Membership Officer John Orme and Secretary David Kenny. A motion was put by Vice President 
Mike Ryan and seconded by Vice President John Short that the following members be elected to Life Membership: 
Alf Billett, Bruce Dunlop, Ted Johnson, and Keith Austin and this was approved. It was felt that Bernie Smith, (an 
inactive member), although being a foundation member, does not warrant being elevated to Life Membership as 
he has not been to our meetings for many years and has never been an office bearer and is reported to have lost 
interest in Probus. The above-mentioned candidates for Life Membership are to remain confidential for the time 
being and it was decided that Life Membership Badges will be issued in lieu of Foundation Membership badges as 
had been earlier discussed. President Forbes will speak to the Life Membership nominees in due course, and it was 
suggested that the formal nomination of the proposed Life Members, in accordance with the constitution, take 
place at the February 2004 meeting, being a Ladies Day.  

A vote of thanks was given to John and Elizabeth Short for the very nice morning tea and the use of their house 
for the meeting.  

The next meeting of the Committee will be held at the home of David and Hermione Dunbar at Kincumber on 
Tuesday, 14th October, 2003. (Note: this is the second Tuesday not the usual first Tuesday) of the month.  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 12 noon.  
 

  



GENERAL MEETING (No. 233): 2nd September, 2003 
 
Minutes of General Meeting no. 233 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach Bowling and 

Recreation Club on Tues, 2nd September, 2003. 
President Forbes Smith opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed all the members, the ladies, and visitors, 

and the participants in the 10th Annual Probus School Debate from Central Coast grammar School and Erina High 
School. 

President Forbes then handed over to Debate Convenor, Lerryn Mutton, who then introduced the Debate 
Moderator, Bob Winder, and Adjudicators Sue McNeal and Marilyn Spence. 

The debate topic was that ‘Schwarzeneger is more relevant than Shakespeare.’ 
President Forbes presented the trophy shield to the winners, Erina High School, who spoke for the affirmative. 

A bottle of wine was presented to the Moderator Bob Winder, Adjudicators Sue McNeal and Marilyn Spence, and 
two teachers. 

After morning tea, President Forbes reopened the normal monthly meeting. 
The Minutes were taken as read on a motion from President Forbes and seconded by David Lester. 
There was no business arising and no correspondence. 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Max presented his financial report showing a closing balance of $2291.92 for the 

Administration Account and a closing balance of $476.31 for the Social Account. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by John Horton. 
President’s Comments: President Forbes announced that the Committee has decided to hold a special 20th 

Anniversary Luncheon on Tuesday, 30th March, 2004 at the Davistown RSL to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
founding of the Club, and President Forbes thanked Velda Robson who has offered to make a cake for the 
occasion. More details of the Anniversary Luncheon will be presented at future meetings. 

Welfare Report: In the absence of Colin Sheumack, President Forbes advised the meeting that Ken Robson was 
ill and Jill Waldegrave and Joy Moore were in hospital. 

Membership Officer John Orme reported that we had 13 apologies, and present were 2 life members, 42 
members and 6 visitors, representing 52% of our membership. 

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts reported that the September meeting guest speaker would be Ray Rogerson, 
speaking on the ‘Origin of the Universe’. 

Social Convenor David Dunbar reported on a successful soup picnic at Kincumba Mountain in August; and David 
requires more names for the film at Avoca Beach Cinema; and still has vacancies for the Victor Change Cardiac Unit 
tour in October. 

David has decided to hold the Melbourne Cup out in November at Kincumba Mountain. 
David also announced that he had 46 names for the annual holiday to Cooma and the Snowy Mountains in 

March, 2004 but he will still take more names to add to the list. 
Editor Barry Riley was congratulated on another well-presented News Sheet. 
Bushwalking Captain Richard Collins advised that the next bushwalk will be to the Muogamarra Reserve on 

Sunday, 14th September in lieu of the usual 3rd Tuesday of the month and promises a magnificent display of wild 
flowers. 

Golf Captain George Costigan referred us to the golf details in the newsletter. 
Theatre Organiser John Horton gave us his usual colourful description of the various theatre parties on offer 

but lamented the fact that very few members were showing any interest. 
Computer Guru Ed Board referred us to the computer details in the New Sheet. 
General Business: Ed Board asked if the Committee would consider purchasing a microphone for the exclusive 

use by the Probus Club to overcome the poor performance of the Avoca Bowling Club microphone during the 
School Debate. Sid Holes also offered to bring a microphone and amplifier for the Club to use and the Committee 
will examine both proposals. 

The lucky door prize for the ladies was won by Clarice Leeson, who was given a Probus pen, and Harry Green 
for the men; and Harry will be given a bottle of wine next meeting as the Club’s supply had been inadvertently 
exhausted. 

There being no further business President Forbes closed the meeting at 11.30 am. 
 

  



GENERAL MEETING (No. 234): 23rd September, 2003 
 
Minutes of General Meeting no. 234 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. held at the Avoca Beach Bowling & 

Recreation Club on Tuesday, 23 September, 2003. 
President Forbes Smith opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed the members and visitors: Ray Rogerson 

and Ken Purcell from the Probus Club of Beecroft.  
President Forbes then proceeded to induct new member John Eager, sponsored by Mike Ryan.  
President Forbes advised the meeting that Secretary David Kenny had apologized so that he could spend time 

with his family visiting from overseas and that Senior Vice President Mike Ryan would be acting as secretary for 
today and asked him to read the Minutes of the previous meeting.  

The Minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Acting Secretary and confirmed on the motion of Mike 
Ryan and seconded by David Lester.  

Matters Arising: President Forbes noted that Harry Green had received his belated wine prize.  
Correspondence consisted of News Sheets from other Probus Clubs given to Speaker Convenor Stan, and travel 

brochures given to David.  
Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Max submitted his financial report and comparison with budget, showing a 

closing balance for the Administration Account of $2274.41 and a closing balance for the Social Account of 
$476.31.  

The Treasurer's Report was accepted on a motion from Max Newman and seconded by John Docherty.  
President's Report: President Forbes had nothing to report but did note recent news of the construction in 

France of an enormous shipping cruise liner to carry again the name 'Queen Mary'.  
Welfare Officer: In the absence of Colin Scheumack in Tasmania, President Forbes drew attention to the report 

appearing on the News Sheet, and further noted Alf Billett's operation yesterday and he is back home today.  
Membership Officer: In the absence of John Orme, Assistant Membership Officer Don Wiseman reported that 

we had 17 apologies, and present were 2 life members, 48 members and 2 visitors, representing 60% of our 
membership.  

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts had nothing to add to his News Sheet Report.  
Social Convenor David Dunbar reported on the successful outing to Avoca Beach Cinema with 28 present, and 

promoted the Victor Chang Institute visit on 7th October; and the Melbourne Cup lunch at Kincumba Mountain on 
the correct day, NOT the day a week later shown in the News Sheet.  

David commented on the excellent support received already for the Snowy Mountains holiday next March but 
would be happy to take names to go on the waiting list.  

Editor Barry Riley had nothing to report.  
President Forbes expressed his appreciation of the assistance Barry had given him in setting the room up for 

today's meeting.  
Bushwalking Captain Richard Collins noted the excellent attendance of 30 at the walk on 14th September at 

Muogamarra, wondering if this was because of the venue or doing it on a Sunday.  
Richard drew attention to the walk in October around the rocks at the base of the Skillion at Terrigal. He further 

advised of the Christmas walk and lunch, gathering on the waterfront at Davistown, cost $15, names on list 
provided today.  

Richard also took the opportunity of promoting the concert by Tempo Terrific as part of Spikefest on 29th 
September in the Kincumber Uniting Church at 7 pm.  

Golf Captain George Costigan drew attention to the golf section of the News Sheet, being a repeat of that in the 
last News Sheet. The venues for October should read: 6th October - no game (holiday); 13th – Everglades; 20th - 
Terrigal, 27th - Everglades.  

With the warmer weather coming play is being concentrated on the shorter flatter courses. The Area Combined 
Probus Golf Day set down for 20th October has been postponed, hopefully to be held before Christmas.  

Bowls Captain Reg Davis had nothing to report.  
Theatre Party Organiser: In the absence of John Horton in Perth there was no information to add to that in the 

News Sheet.  
Computer Guru Ed Board had nothing to report.  
Profile Speaker Laurie Gillies talked about his long career in the NSW Railways and subsequently with Clyde 

Engineering as a railways supplier, a total of 55 years in rail industry. With wife Geraldine he moved from North 



Epping to Brentwood last year.  
After morning tea, Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts introduced Guest Speaker, Ray Rogerson, who spoke about 

the universe, its origins and the future in a talk entitled 'Are we alone?' The talk was supported with a series of 
superb images on a screen. Ray was thanked by Richard Collins.  

After reminding members of the next meeting on 28th October and Committee Members of their meeting on 
14th October President Forbes closed the meeting at 11.50 am, at the same time wishing Ken Robson all the best 
for his knee surgery next Thursday. 
 


